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EDITORIAL 


The 1989 Scottish Bird Report sees a return to integration within the SOC 
publications received by members. This year’s report is appearing later than 
had been hoped, due to a variety of problems, not least being pressure of work 
on the editor. Readers will notice some radical changes in this report, although 
the format generally follows that of its predecessors. 

Now in its twenty-second year, the SBR still has a role to play in Scottish 
ornithology, providing as it does a national summary of events in Scotland. 
However, with the continued development of local bird reports, and the ever 
increasing volume of data being gathered anually, it is intended to evolve the 
report into a more relevant format. With the current strict limitations on size 
there is little room for manoeuvre, and in order to carry out some changes to 
the 1989 report it has proved necessary to omit some features. As precedence 
will be given to providing data, no photographs or illustrations appear in this 
issue and the list of observers has also been dropped. With the production of 
local bird reports, most observers are now acknowledged at source. 

The report now presents records by ‘local bird report areas’ as a more logical 
breakdown, allowing readers to relate the records to the currently accepted 
boundaries. The extended use of tables, and the inclusion of articles relating 
to analysis of records, are the other main changes. It is hoped that the SBR 
will be given more space to expand in future years, as this is the main constraint 
on an improved report; many local bird reports are now twice the size of the 
national Scottish report ! 

In the absence of a review of the year I would like to draw attention, in 
addition to the events detailed in the articles, to the widespread ‘fall’ of migrants 
experienced on 28-31 October. 
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the retiring recorders for their efforts over the past years. I would particularly 
like to thank Angus Hogg for assistance with copying the data on the rare birds, 
Ray Murray for compiling the two articles and giving general support and 
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encouragement for the production of this report. David McEwen assisted in 
compiling the data for a large section of the report. Alastair Young gave 
invaluable assistance with compilation and typing of the report and the 
compilation of tables and maps. Finally, I would like to thank Iain Gibson for 
proof reading the report and assisting with word processing and layout. 


INTRODUCTION 


This is the 22nd Scottish Bird Report to be published by the Scottish 
Ornithologists’ Club. The report covers the whole country and uses the current 
local bird report areas, based on the SOC Local Recorder and Branch network, 
as its framework. A map showing these boundaries appears at the end of this 
report. 

The sequence and scientific names in the species list follow: Voous, K.H. 
1973-1977. List of recent Holactic bird species. [bis 115:612-638; 119:223-250, 
376-406. Area names are shortened and much abbreviation has been used in 
order to publish more data, but it is hoped that this does not detract too much 
from the readability of the report. Only selected records are given, due to 
limitations on report size, and this should be taken into account when reading 
the species summaries. Readers requiring more detail on certain species or areas 
are advised to consult the relevant local bird reports. No attempt is made to 
define the ordinary status of most species, with precedence given to peak counts, 
breeding populations and migration patterns. All records of national and semi- 
rarities are given where indicated. 


Abbreviations and symbols used in the text 


* All known records given max maximum 

T of escaped or doubtful origin km(s) kilometres(s) 

ce) subject to BBRC or SBRC acceptance km? square kilometres 

oy male N,W,E,S, etc direction of flight 

Q female Res Reservoir 

L Loch AON apparently occupied nest(s) 
R River AOS apparently occupied site(s) 
b/2 brood of two, etc AOT apparently occupied territory 
c/2 _ clutch of two, etc. pr(s) pair(s) 


———————— 


SPECIES LIST 


Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata Winter-spring Arg 48 Sound of Gigha 28 Jan, Dumf & Galll 42 
Loch Ryan 17 Mar, Ang & Dun exceptional 392 Carnoustie Bay 14 Apr, Loth 107 Gullane 22 Apr. 
Breeding O Heb 59-64 prs recorded; Shet five study areas showed a decline since 1981-1983 but 
success was slightly up on 1988; Ork success low, only 26 of 73 pairs monitored successful; Arg 
a census on Coll revealed 8-14 pairs; Bute only two pairs were present at seven sites checked on 
Arran. On the edge of its breeding range Per & Kin held 1-4 pairs with one b/2 noted; possibly 
up to 3 pairs Cent including a b/2. 

A summer count of 130 Ythan mouth NE Scot on 2 June was unusual. 

Autumn-winter Arg 70S Machrihanish 21-22 Sep; NE Scot 217 Blackdog-Ythan 23 Sep; Ang & 
Dun 45 Lunan Bay 24 Sep, 70 Montrose Bay 12 Nov; Mor & Nairn max 177 Spey Bay 26 Oct was 
low; Loth 55 Hound Point 28 Oct included 42 moving west up the Forth and 13 moving east. 
Inland birds were noted at Kilbirnie Loch, Ayr 14 Nov and Gladhouse Res, Loth 31 Dec. 


Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica Winter-spring Bute 16 Whiting Bay and 11 Largybeg, Arran 
16 Feb; Mor & Nairn 18 Burghead Bay 22 March was high for spring; Fife 21 Largo Bay 13 Apr; 
Ayr 33 Ballantrae-Turnberry Pt 15 Apr. 

Breeding: 1 pair in south-west reared 1 young; | pair in Clyde within main range; Arg 9 pairs 
summered but only 3 prs definitely bred, 2 pairs rearing single chicks; Per & Kim present at seven 
sites with breeding recorded at three, single chicks reared at each; in the north-west up to 28 pairs 
recorded but data from Suth particularly incomplete. 

Summer Ayr 2 Barassie 3 Jun were unusual as was one Aberlady Loth recorded irregularly between 
30 Jun and 29 Jul, although return to Largo Bay Fife was noted from 9 July when two birds present. 
Autumn-winter Arg 42 Sound of Gigha 9 Sep, low autumn max of 3 Burghead Bay 29 Sep and 
only four records from NE Scot. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Winter-spring Arg 25 Kennacraig-Islay 12 Feb, max 68 Sound 
of Gigha 28 Mar, still 60 on 12 May, 45 east coast Colonsay 18 May, 54 Machrihanish Bay 19 
May; Ork 156 recorded in census of Scapa Flow in Jan, 80 Clestrain Sound 17 Apr and 70 off 
Papa Westray 21 Apr; Shet 50 Quendale Bay 12 Apr still 33 on 14 May. 

Summer records involved Bute 1 Machrie, Arran 7 Jun-4 Jul; Arg 4 scattered individuals in June 
and one in July while at least eight summered O Heb and several in Shet with a max 6 Fetlar 20 Jun. 
Autumn-winter Arg 12N, 12S Uisaed Pt, Kintyre Oct, including 8S on 23 Oct; O Heb passage from 
12 Aug in Uists with max 76 in 5 hours Grogary 23 Oct the highest ever recorded. 


* White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii Shet adult off Whalsay since 1988 till 21 Apr, and again from 
18 Nov-1990, Ist summer at Raewick on 2 Jun; Ork adult in Scapa Flow on 6 Jan; O Heb | at 
Aird an Runair, North Uist on 5 May, Ist summer at Howbeg South Vist on 6 Jun. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Winter-spring counts Caith max 8 L of Stenness 19 Jan, 7 
Scarmclate 8 Feb; NE Scot a survey found 18 on the Don between mouth and Kemnay in Jan; 
Per & Kin 11 R Tay, North Inch 2 Feb; Clyde 47 R Clyde Lamington-Crookboat | Jan, a further 
indication of the importance of rivers for this species in mid-winter; Loth 17 Seafield pond 18 Feb, 
smaller numbers recorded from a few other inland sites and many coastal districts. 

Breeding Ork 1 pair bred rearing a brood of three with another possibly breeding at an additional 
site, the first breeding since 1982; Caith 8 prs; Suth 1 pair, O Heb reported to breed commonly 
on machair lochs though no data supplied; Mor & Nairn 25 prs at 18 sites; NE Scot possibly three 
pairs; Ang & Dun 17-20 prs; Per & Kin 6-13 prs; Fife 9 prs; Cemt 5S prs; Arg 16 prs; Clyde 46 prs 
at 26 sites; Ayr 27 prs; Loth 41-44 prs; Bord 21 prs at 17 sites. 

Autumn-winter counts Mor & Nairn 27 L Flemington 18 Sep; Per & Kin 19 Carsebreck 24 Sep, 
20 L Leven 7 Oct; Fife 22 Peppermill Dam 12 Aug, 40 Cameron Res 14 Oct; Cent 16 Airthey 7 
Sep; Clyde 21 Balgray Res 17 Sep; Ayr 13 Corsehouse Res 27 Aug; Loth 17 Linlithgow Sep-Oct; 
Bord 14 Mire L 14 Oct. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Breeding Mor & Nairn 1 L Spynie 30 Mar to 16 Jul; NE 
Scot 3 prs at three sites; Ang & Dun 9 prs at three sites and summering at four other sites; Per 
& Kin min 6 prs at six sites; Fife 9 prs at four sites; Clyde 25 prs at 12 sites; Ayr 3 pairs and a 
single bird at four sites; Loth 22 prs at four sites; Bord 6 prs and two singles at six sites; Dumf 
& Gall 3 prs at two sites. 

Autumn-winter counts Ang & Dun 96 Lunan Bay 22 Aug; Per & Kin peak 142 L Leven 29 Oct, 
still 106 on 15 Nov; Cent 7 Kinneil 7 Jul rising to 375 on 22 Aug with 407 on 14 Sep and 43 elsewhere 
on upper estuary; Clyde 25 Balgray Res 5 Aug; Loth 190 Eastfield- 
Musselburgh 28 Aug, 190 Hound Point-Wardie Bay 17 Sep; Dumf & Gall 48 L Ryan 13 Aug, 109 
on 12 Dec. 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena Winter-spring Ork max 5 Scapa Flow Feb-Mar; Fife max 
7 Largo Bay 31 Mar, 1-2 elsewhere Feb-Mar; Loth 1-3 Musselburgh Jan-Mar, max 39 Gosford 
in Feb, 11 Gullane in Mar; Arg 1 Colonsay 5-12 May. 

Summer NE Scot 1 Murcar 16 Jul; Fife 1 Cameron Res 17-23. Jul; Loth 3 Gosford 26 Jul, i 
Musselburgh 27 Jul; Bord 1 pr summered 14 May to at least 14 Jul attempting to breed. 
Autumn-winter Ork 2 St Catherine‘s Bay, Stronsay 17 Oct was the only report of more than a 
single away from Loth where the main site, Gosford, held a max of 58 on 28 Aug, equalling the 
previous record for this site (25 July 1981). 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus Winter-spring Ork max 28 Scapa Flow in Jan; Suth max 8 L 
Fleet 11 Apr; Fife 20 Largo Bay 19 Feb, 20 Kinshaldy 31 Mar; Loth mainly three sites, especially 
Gosford where peak 62 on 27 Mar and last 16 on 13 Apr; Arg 16 L na Keal, Mull 25 Feb, 18 Sound 
of Gigha 28 Mar. 

Breeding: no data available for Highland; Mor & Nairn 11-12 prs raised 11 young; Per & Kin single 
present all summer at one site; Bord usual summering bird reported 18 Apr, but no other sightings 
reported. 

Autumn-winter Ork 13 Echna Loch Bay 29 Nov, O Heb 14 Sound of Taransay, Harris 29 Oct; 
Mor & Nairn 14 Burghead Bay 18 Oct; Fife 18 Lower Largo 19 Dec; Loth peak 40 Gosford in 
Nov; Arg 12 Sound of Gigha 9 Sep, 12 L Indaal, Islay in Dec and 16 L Na Keal, Mull 28 Dec; 
Dumf & Gall 8 L Ryan 2 Dec, 14 Luce Bay Dec. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Very scarce Loth 1 Musselburgh 1-4 Jan and 19-20 Mar; 
Bord | Hirsel 29 Apr-4 May; Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 1-4 June was the second record for the island; 
Ang & Dun L of Kinnordy 3 ads Apr-Jul, 2 yng fledged from 2 broods (the only breeding report 
received), singles Forfar Loch 14 June and 22 Dec; Fife ad L Gelly 2-17 Aug, 2 on a few dates 
in between and 2 on 14 Sep; Dumf & Gall max 7 L Ryan 2 Dec; Loth 1 Musselburgh 26 Dec. 


* Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris 1984 Dumf & Gall 1 at sea about 10km off 
Corsewall Point on 7 Aug. 


Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Breeding data included Fife 212 AOS Isle of May, 10 prs at inland sites 
NE Fife, Loth 966 AOS Firth of Forth excluding Tantallon, 56 AOS at four inland colonies, Bord 
457 AOS at three sites, Arg 1275 AOS Tiree including 69 inland, 280 AOS Sanda, 413 AOS Southend- 
Machrihanish. 

Passage records included Ork 5000W/1000E Papa Westray 12 Aug; Caith 5000/hr West Sandside 
Head 24 Mar; NE Scot 1300N Peterhead 5 Jun; Ang & Dun 3000N/2 hrs Arbroath 11 Sep; Fife 
1200N/hr 9 Aug. 

Inland records of note were Clyde 1 S Baron‘s Haugh 20 Apr; NE Scot 1 Cults Res 27 May; Inv 
& Ross 1 Poraeriach, Cairngorms 3 June; Ang & Dun | S L of Kinnordy 16 Aug. 


* Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea O Heb 1N Rubha Ardvule 9 May; Ang & Dun 1S 
Arbroath Cliffs 6th Aug; NE Scot 1 Girdleness 10 Aug, 2 Newtonhill 11 Sept; Caith 1N South 
Head, Wick 11 Aug; Arg IN Frenchman’s Cove, Islay 24 Aug. 


4 


* Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis O Heb one 35 miles south of St Kilda 25 Feb, 1 Ness, Lewis 
8 Aug, 4S Rubha Ardvule 16 Aug and 1S on 21 Aug; Ang & Dun 2N Scurdie Ness 26 July, 1 Barry 
Burn Mouth 27 Dec; NE Scot 1N Girdieness 2 Aug; Arg 1S past Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay 23 Aug. 


Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus Shet 10 Aug-17 Oct max 25E Fair Isle 17 Aug; Ork 12 Jul-2 
Dec mainly mid-Aug to 8 Oct, max 226/hr North Ronaldsay 19 Aug, 347/hr Papa Westray 26 
Aug, 831 North Ronaldsay 8 Sep, late bird there 2 Dec; Caith 11 Aug-29 Oct, unusually late peak 
91N/45 mins South Head, Wick 28 Oct; O Heb 23 Jul-23 Oct max 21S/2 hrs Rubha Ardvule 16 
Aug, 50S/5 hrs there 30 Aug; Fife 30 Jul-8 Oct max 45N Fife Ness 2 Sep, 138 Isle of May 9 Sep; 
Bord 32N St Abb‘s 10 Sep; Arg 14 Aug-13 Oct max 41S/2 hrs Uisaed Pt 19 Aug. 


Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus Spring Ork Ist recorded 1 North Ronaldsay 20 Apr; O Heb 
lst on 30 Mar when 42S/hr Rubha Ardvule, 10,000S/3hrs Aird an Runair 7 May, NE Scot Ist 
1 N Peterhead 21 Apr; Arg 1 dead Glenacardoch 14 Mar; Ayr IN Ardrossan 14 Jan was out of 
season; Dumf & Gall several Cock Inn-Port William 19 Mar. 

Breeding O Heb six corpses found predated on Mingulay 9 Sep in circumstances suggesting probable 
recolonisation and Arg 80-150 AOS Sanda were only relevant records received. 

Autumn-winter NE Scot singles Peterhead 17 Nov and Girdleness 17 Dec were late; Ang & Dun 
856N Arbroath 11 Sep; Fife 729N Isle of May 10 Sep, 1 on 14 Nov; Loth 1000+ Musselburgh 
9 Sep; Bord 445N St Abb‘s and 789N/1 hrs Eyemouth 14 July, late individual N St Abb’s 30 Nov; 
O Heb 2892/hr S Rubha Ardvule 16 Aug; Arg 3000+ Kilbrannan Sound 6 Jul, peak 5400S/S 4 
hrs Uisaed Pt 11 Aug, peak 3000S Frenchman‘s Rocks, Islay 25 Aug, 200N Furnace, L Fyne 14 
Aug, 7N/2S Rhu Stafnish 16 Nov; Clyde unprecedented numbers in Clyde estuary 28 Jun-28 Aug, 
max 254N, 434S in lhr Cloch Pt 24 Aug; Ayr 4000 Prestwick Bay 4 Aug, 1100N/hr Turnberry 
27 Aug; Bute 300S/hr Whiting bay 17 Aug. 

Inland: Clyde 1 found Glasgow Central Station 25 May. 

* Balearic mauretanicus Bord 4N St Abb‘s 15 Jul; Arg 1N Furnace, Loch Fyne 14 Aug, 1S Gigha 
19 Aug, 1S Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay 22 Aug; O Heb 1S of Rubha Ardvule 16 Aug; Clyde 2N 
Coulport 23 Aug was Ist for Dunbartonshire and Clyde; Ayr 1S Stevenston Point 4 Aug, perhaps 
same as 1S Troon 10, 11 & 12 Aug, another 1S on 15 Sep. 


Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus Shet 2000S/hr Sumburgh Head 11 Aug; Caith 133 tape- 
lured Noss Head Aug/Sep, last 3 Dunnet Bay 6 Oct; O Heb max 44S/2 hrs Rubha Ardvule 16 
Aug, last 2 L Maddie 14 Oct; Inv & Ross 12 Back of Keppoch 12 Aug; Fife small nos tape-lured 
Isle of May 25 July-12 Aug, peak 15 on 26 Jul; Arg 80-150 AOS Sanda, 180S/2hrs Frenchman‘s 
Rocks, Islay 21 Aug, last 1 Uisaed Pt 13 Oct. 


Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa Shet 1 Yell 24 Jul, 1 Mid Yell Voe 4 Aug, 1 Fair Isle 8 
Aug, 1 Sumburgh Head 10 Aug, | Pool of Virkie 16 Sep; Ork 5 records North Ronaldsay 25 Jul-S 
Sep; Caith max 10+ Dunnet Bay 6 Oct during NW gales; O Heb 1 Rubha Ardvule 11 Feb, max 
11S 2/hrs there 16 aug, last 2S 25 Oct; NE Scot 1 tape-lured Collieston 7 Aug; Fife 1 tape-lured 
Isle of May 6 Aug; Arg 1 found stunned Ardfern 4 Oct, 77S/4 hrs Uisaed Pt 7 Oct, 40S/2 hrs 
13 Oct; Ayr 5 recorded 13 Aug-16 Oct; Clyde 1 picked up Partick Docks, Glasgow 24 Dec, released 
Seamill Ayr 26 Dec; Bord 1 dead Langlee, Galashiels 26 Dec; Dumf & Gall 12S/2 hrs Corsewall 
Pt 7 Oct. 


* Wilson’s Petrel Oceanites oceanicus O Heb 1 at sea in Little Minch about Skm SE of Renish 
Point, Harris on 30 Aug. 


Gannet Sula bassana Breeding Shet continued increase Fair Isle where 676 nests, 38.5% up on 1988, 
30% inc since 1984 on Noss, numbers stable on Foula; Loth 10,000+ Bass Rock 25 Feb, colony 
still spreading; Dumf & Gall 700 AOS Scar Rocks. 

Passage Ork 7250E and 5300W/hr Tarness 19 Aug; Caith 1200N/hr South Head, Wick 28 Oct, 
1200N/hr Ness Head 29 Oct; O Heb 1332S/hr Rubha Ardvule 21 Aug; Ang & Dun 1500/hr Arbroath 
11 Aug and on 3 & 11 Sep; Arg 1330 off Mull of Kintyre 26 May; Bord 3900/hr Eyemouth 19 Sep. 
Inland birds included Inv & Ross | Insh Marshes 5 Feb; NE Scot | Kinellar 14 July; Cent 4 records 
Aug-Sep; Clyde 6 records Jul-Sep, 3W over Gleniffer Braes, Paisley 11 Dec. 
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Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Winter-spring Per & Kin 147 L Leven 9 Jan; Cent 415 upper Forth 
estuary 8 Jan; Clyde 443 Clyde estuary 12 Mar; Dumf & Gall 572 Caerlaverock 24 Jan. 
Breeding Shet 377 nests at 7 sites; Arg 23 nests Sanda, 53 nests Corr Eilean, McCormaig Isles; 
Ayr 54 nests Currarie Port-Portandea; Loth 387 prs at 4 sites; Bord 65 prs at 2 sites. 
Autumn-winter Shet 193 Yeil sound 11 Oct; Per & Kin 230 Loch Leven 30 Dec; Ayr 195 Powburn- 
Barassie 13 Nov; Clyde 689 Clyde estuary 12 Nov, with 53 Strathclyde Park 20 Nov being the only 
significant inland count away from L Leven. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Winter-spring Ork 951 Scapa Flow in Jan; Ang & Dun 2000N/4hrs 
Arbroath 2 Apr; Bute 200 Kildonan 17 Jan; Bord 341/hr Eyemouth 14 Feb. 

Breeding Shet 1241 nests where 1205 in 1986 sample areas; Mor & Nairn 1 pr bred Portknockie; 
Arg 700-900 nests Sanda, 46 prs SW North Kintyre, 119 nests McCormaig Isles, continued decline, 
100 nests Ceam a Mhara, Tiree; Dumf & Gall 65 prs Scar rocks is continued decline; Fife 1703 
nests Isle of May; Loth 1137 nests at 7 sites; Bord 266 AON St Abb‘s, 258 AON Brander-Pease Bay. 
Autumn-winter Shet 657 Blue Mull 2 Nov, 670 S Yell Sound 28 Nov; Ork 1000 Bay of Quoys 24 
Oct; Fife 1900 Kincraig Head 17 Sep, 1500 Anstruther 5 Nov, 5500 Largo Bay 12 Nov, 660 Kirkcaldy- 
Buckhaven same day; Bute 200 Kildonan 19 Jun; Per & Kin 1 R Tay, Perth 15 Sep. 


* White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus Arg 1 adult Peninver 11 Feb, thereafter frequented 
Campbeltown Loch and Carradale, at Peninver several times, later found dead at Kildonan. 


* Bittern Botaurus stellaris NE Scot 1 Loch of Strathbeg on several dates in Feb, last seen on 24th 
Feb, 1 during May and Jun R Deveren nr Turriff; Loth 1 Gladhouse 19 Sep, 30 Sep-1 Oct & 13 
Oct; Dumf & Gall 1 in roadside ditch, Glenshimerock, nr Dalry, Stewarty 1 Nov; Clyde 1 Carbeth 
L 9 Dec; Bord 1 Yetholm L 26 Dec; Ayr 1 Bogton L 30-31 Dec. 


* Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus Inv & Ross GO at L Kemp on 6 Jul. 


* Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Dumf & Gall 1 L Ken early March to 14 Mar; Ork adult 
or 2nd summer at Finstown on 6 Jul; Loth no data on Edinburgh Zoo colony, ad Duddingston 
5 Jan, imm (c-r) Botanics 7-28 Apr, 2 imms 8 Apr, 1 (c-r) Trinity 8 Apr, 1 (c-r) Friggate Pond 
12 Jun, 1 on 22 Jul, juv/imm Duddingston 6 Aug, 5 Sep, imm R Almond 30 Aug & 1 Sep, 1 Penicuik 
26 Sep. 


* Little Egret Egretta garzetta Shet 1 at L of Hillwell on 11-12 May, and same at L of Spiggie 
on 12-13 May; Ork 1 at L of Stenness on 24-26 May; Arg 1 at Fionn Phort Mull on 1 May, and 
same at Ulva Ferry from 4-18 May. 

1988 Arg amendment to the L Craignish record to include a second bird present on 15 Aug. 


* Great White Egret Egretta alba NE Scot 1 at Loirston L, Aberdeen on 21-22 Apr. 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Breeding Ork 11 prs recorded; Caith 10 prs at two sites; O Heb 97 prs 
at four sites; Mor & Nairn 20 prs at two sites; Arg 69 prs at 15 sites; Clyde 88 prs at eight sites, 
including 44 prs Bothwell; Bute 14 prs Arran; Ayr 74 prs at 15 sites; Loth 33-41 prs at 7-8 sites; 
Bord 65 prs at ten sites; Dumf & Gall 10 prs at two sites. Other areas poorly recorded. 
Counts Shet small influx late Aug including 13 Virkie & 10 Quendale 27; Ork 40 Scapa Flow in 
Jan; Fife 23 Eden estuary 17 Aug; Cent 30 Tullibody Inch 8 Oct; Arg 41 L Riddon 27 Aug; Clyde 
28 Rosneath Pt 17 Sep; Ayr 25 Hunterston 15 Jan, 24 Bogside 24 Jul. 


* White Stork Ciconia ciconia Loth 1 Hailes 4 May; Clyde 1 Inverkip-Gourock 24 July. 
* Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Dumf & Gall 1 Priestside, Nithsdale and Annandale 24 Oct. 


* Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis Cent 1 Skinflats 17 June; Loth 1 Musselburgh 20 
July, 1 Aberlady 20-21 Dec. 


* Black Swan Cygnus atratus Bord 1 Tweed at Lees from 15th Jan, seen towards Coldstream up 
to 12 Mar, later moved to Berwick. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor Winter-spring: Caith 115 Scarmclate 11 Jan; Clyde 86 Hogganfield L 7 
May. Breeding Caith 5 prs; Mor & Nairn min 13 prs bred; NE Scot 4 prs at four sites; Fife 12 
prs; Cent 3 prs at three sites; Arg 36 prs at 16 sites; Clyde 29 prs at 23 sites; Bute 1 non-breeding 
pr Arran; Ayr 32 prs, 26 prs bred; Loth 45 prs, 41 prs bred; Bord 45 prs at 39 sites, 26 prs bred. 
Autumn-winter Ork max 683 L of Harray in Nov; O Heb 183 L Bee 18 Nov; Ang & Dun max 
220 Montrose Basin in Jul; Per & Kin 300 Vane Farm 19 Jul, 286 on 9 Sep; Clyde 107 Clyde estuary 
12 Nov; Bord 196 Tweed Haugh 15 Oct. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus Winter-spring NE Scot 2 Logie Buchan 27 Mar; Per & Kin 
4 Vane Farm and 33 Cleish Jan; Fife 1 Westfield 27 Mar; Dumf & Gall 4 Caerlaverock Ist, 4th, 
6th and 27 Jan, 1 on 28-30 Jan. 

Autumn-winter O Heb 9 Baleshare, Uist 18 Nov then Benbecula 19-21 Nov; Per & Kin return to 
Vane Farm 22 Oct with 16 on 7 Nov and 22 on 27 Nov, 4 nr Cleish 8 Nov and 55 L. Leven in Dec; 
Fife 5 Ballo Res 5 Nov-11 Dec, 3 L Gelly 22 Nov-24 Nov, 4 on 23 Dec, 1 Lindores L 27 Dec; Arg 
9S Uisaed Pt, Machrihanish 30 Oct; Clyde 1 Gadloch 12-20 Nov; Ayr 1S Bogside 9 Nov 8 Sandyford 
19-21 Nov, 11 on 22-28 Nov, 2SE Bogside 23 Nov, 5 Culzean 14 Dec; Loth 1 Gullane 13 Nov, 
2 Brownrigg/Waughton 19 Nov, 5 on 25th, 3 on 26 Nov and 3 and 10 Dec, 4 Cobbinshaw 10 Dec; 
Bord 3 Hoselaw 19 Nov, 4 Wooden Mill, Kelso 17-22 Dec; Dumf & Gall 1st Caerlaverock 26 Oct, 
20 on 28 Oct, present throughout Nov, max 23 on 18th, 5 on 12 and 18 Dec, 8 Glencaple 16 Nov. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Few winter-spring counts of note Ork max 732 L of Harray 1 Feb; 
O Heb 246 Uist & Benbecula 25-26 Feb, 1011 through L Hallan S Uist 26-30 Mar. 

Breeding O Heb min 17 birds summered, prs present two sites, one pair bred but failed; Clyde 
2 feral prs bred Endrick Mouth, only one young reared; several summering birds noted elsewhere 
in Scotland, no attempts at breeding. 

Autumn-winter counts included Shet 406 in complete island census 5 Nov; Ork 816 L of Harray 
28 Nov; O Heb 352 West Gerinish-Stilligarry, S Uist 27 Oct; Inv & Ross 1175 L Eye 29 Oct; Clyde 
263 Linwood 26 Nov; Bord 250 Tweed, Wark-Lees 9 Jan. 


* Bean Goose Anser fabalis No winter-spring data from main central Scotland haunt. Small numbers 
persisting in south-west haunt: Dumf & Gall 6 Bridgestone, L Ken 22 Jan, 2 Mains of Duchrae, 
L Ken 28 Jan, 15 Thrieve early Feb and 6 Stanhope, Nithsdale 23 Mar; elsewhere records of interest 
included Shet 1 Whalsay 13 May; Ork 3 over Lerwick 28 May; O Heb 4 Kilphedar, South Uist 
31 Jan, 5 Stornoway L 30 Apr; Mor & Nairn 23 Findhorn Bay 3 May, 1 Nairn 26 May. 
Autumn-winter Clyde arrival noted at main haunt 28 Sep when 60 at Carron Valley Reservoir, 
this number present until 1 Oct, then further reports of 52+ on 5 Oct and 86 on 14 Oct, the flock 
increasing to 116 by 19 Dec by which time it had moved to its mid-winter haunt at Garbethill Muir 
near Cumbernauld. No reports from the south-west, O Heb 7S Drimsdale, South Uist 27 Oct being 
the only other record of note. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Mor & Nairn 4000 roosting Findhorn Bay mid-April; 
NE Scot 20,990 Ythan area 1 April; Ang & Dun 9000 Montrose Basin 8 Jan; Per & Kin 8700 
Strathearn 2 Jan, 8800 there 16 April; Cent 5000 Thornhill 24 Jan; Clyde 4481 east Clydesdale 
19 Feb; Bord record spring count of 19,334 roosting Westwater 12 Mar; Dumf & Gall 5140 Wigtown 
Bay 12 Mar. 

Mor & Nairn 1 bird summered; 9 birds summered Per & Kin but first autumn arrivals were Shet 
20 Fetlar 6 Sep and Bord 27 Hule Moss 10 Sep. Censuses of main roosts in east and central Scotland 
on 30 Sep/1 Oct gave 118,110 and on 7/8 Oct this had risen to 170,965 (Newton et al 1990. SB 
16: 35-36). Peak counts included NE Scot 32,000 L of Strathbeg 22 Oct; Ang & Dun 23,500 Montrose 
Basin 30 Oct; Fife 10,000 Cameron Res 23 & 26 Oct; Cent 5250 L Mahaick 22 Oct; Clyde 7950 
Dunsyre 4 Oct. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons Ork 103 the Loons 4 Apr; Caith 260 Knockglass 28 Feb, 
last S00 NW Reay 29 Apr; O Heb 808N Uists & Benbecula 10 Apr-6 May; Arg 902 
Tayinloan/Rhunahaorine | Jan, 647 Coll 22 Jan, 711 Tiree 15 Mar, 907 Machrihanish 23 Mar, 
6816 Islay 13 Mar, last 13 L Gruinart 12 May; Clyde 300+ Endrick mouth 15 Jan; Dumf & Gall 
340 Loch Ken 4 Jan, 393 West Freugh 7 Apr. 

Autumn-winter Ork Ist 8 the Loons 8 Oct, max 94 on 29 Nov; O Heb 515 S Uists & Benbecula 
20-27 Oct, Max 161 Uists & Benbecula sites 29 Dec; Arg 7 back L Gruinart 1 Oct, 720 Machrihanish 
27 Oct, 224 Danna 30 Nov, 8400 Islay 3-4 Dec, 887 Tayinloan/ Rhunahaorine 4 Dec, 765 Tiree 
6 Dec, 671 Coll 10 Dec; Clyde 260 Endrick Mouth 17 Dec; Dumf & Gall 360 Loch Ken Nov, 770 
West Freugh Dec. 

Eurasian albifrons: records of other than singles were Shet 8 Quendale 14-15 Feb, 2 Spiggie and 
Hillwell 19 Feb; Per & Kin 2 Carnleith Moss 13 Apr, 12 Strathbraan 1 Nov, 11 by 16 Nov; Ang 
& Dun 2 Roundyhill 11 Nov; Dumf & Gall 5 Caerlaverock 25 Nov. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser Ork 1616 L of Harray 2 Apr; Caith 1060 L Watten 10 Jan; O Heb 
1240 Uists & Benbecula 28-29 Jan; Mor & Nairn 4500 L Spynie 23 Feb; Per & Kin 4100 Strathearn 
26 Feb; Fife 1430 Kilconquhar L 10 Feb; Clyde 2000 Douglas 6 Jan; Bord 1200 Coldingham Moor 
13 Apr; Dumf & Gall 930 L Ken 18 Jan. 

Breeding Shet 6 prs Unst; Ork min 6 prs recorded; Caith 4-5 prs with 32 young & 5 prs at other 
suitable sites; Suth 5 prs reported; NE Scot 1 pr bred Haddow; Arg 33 prs Tiree, 36-60 prs Coll; 
Loth min 21 prs at eight sites. 

Autumn/winter Ork 1000 St Ola 19 Nov; Caith 2000 Dale 16 Oct; Suth 1958 Dornoch 29 Oct; 
O Heb 1974 Uists & Benbecula 25-26 Dec; Mor & Nairn 6000 L Spynie 29 Oct; NE Scot 21,700 
Dinnet Lochs 31 Oct; Ang & Dun 4000 Lintrathen 28 Oct; Fife 2800 Moonzie 28 Oct; Arg 977 
Tiree 12 Dec; Clyde 1300 Gadloch 12 Nov. 


+ * Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus Loth 1 Drem from 1988 till 14 Jan and Moorfoots 11 Mar 
probably the same; Dumf & Gall 1 Lochinch, Wigtown 23 Apr. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens Caith 1 Fuster 1 Apr; NE Scot 1 Monymusk 25 Jan, 1 Ythan Apr- 
Jun, 6 Strathbeg Apr-May, singles there throughout May & June; Ang & Dun 1 Roundyhill i-2 
Jan; Per & Kin 1 Vane Farm 16 Jan to 15 Apr; Arg pr Bridgend, Islay 1 Jan-25 Apr; Ayr 2 
Shewalton/Irvine 23 May; Dumf & Gall 1 Mainsriddle, Nithsdale early Feb, 1 Castle L, Mochrum 
4 June. 

Autumn-winter Caith 1 Broubster 29 Oct; NE Scot 2 L of Skene 12 Nov, 1 on 20 Nov, | Strathbeg 
throughout November; Per & Kin 2 Vane Farm 14 Oct-4 Nov, perhaps same Dunning 13-15 Nov, 
1 Strathallan 22 Oct-10 Dec; Fife 2 Burnside 10-11 Nov, 1 till 14 Nov; Cent 1 Ashfield 25 Nov; 
Arg | Tiree 6-15 Nov, 1 on 6 Dec; Clyde 1 Walston 4 Oct; Dumf & Gall 3 L Ken 1 Aug. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis Breeding Suth un-mated female laid eggs L Fleet; Arg pr B/4 
L Ederline; Clyde 16 ads, 4 yng Barcraigs Res 10 Jun, 4 prs bred at 3 other sites. 

Counts/passage Per & Kin 160 Kertock 13 Sep; Fife 47 Isle of May 9 June, 25 St Andrews 14 June; 
Arg 62 Colonsay 18 Nov; Ayr 26 N Saltcoats 1 Oct; Loth 38N Gladhouse 11 June, 25S Hound 
Pt 7 Oct; Bord 32S St Abb‘s 29 Jun, 32 Ednam 13 Aug; Dumf & Gall 209 Caerlaverock 22 Aug. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Solway flock: 12,100 Caerlaverock Jan-May, main departure 21 
Apr-1 May, last 5 on 3 May, earliest autumn arrival ever 6 on 16 Sep, main arrival on 1 Oct 
when increased from 246 to 8800, population reached 11,700 by end of year; Islay flock peak 21,159 
on 31 Mar, last 26 L Gruinart 4 May, Ist 21 there 19 Sep, 23,110 by 8 Nov, 24,900 on 3-4 Nov; 
Ork 900 South Walls 3 Dec; Suth 245 Ribigill 14 Jan, 300 Eilean Roan 7 Feb; Arg 450 Colonsay 
early Mar, 450 on 2 & 7 Dec, 350 Danna 13 Nov, 218 Coll 23 Jan, 343 on 10 Dec, 770 Tiree 9 
Dec. Passage 1-4 Oct (see map opposite). 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla Peak counts included Caith 27 Dunnet Bay 16 Sep, 20 Castlehill 7 
Oct; O Heb 757N between 8 Apr-5 May in the Uists including 198 grounded on S Uist 23 Apr 
and 280N Balranald 2 May, 36 Beaighe, Stornoway 22 Sep; Inv & Ross 19 Broadford 21 Sep; NE 
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Barnacle Goose 1-4 October, 1989. Direction and timing suggest that this movement involved birds 
from the Solway flock which increased dramatically on 1 October. Numbers noted in Lothian were 
particularly high with 2000 Gladhouse on 1 October being exceptional. 


Scot up to 15 Strathbeg 3 Oct-25 Nov; Fife 39S Fife Ness 2 Oct, 13 Balgonie Bay, Eden estuary 
6 Oct; Arg on Islay 100+ L Indaal 22 Apr, 15 Bruichladich 1 May, 27 Sandaig 18 Sep and L Gruinart 
counts included 57 on 20 Sep, 235 on 22 Sep and 79 on 6 Oct; 175 Tiree on 27-29 and 31 Apr, 
31 on 2 May and 22E there on 9 Oct, 30 Uisaed Pt 21 Sep; Loth 35W Hound Pt 6 Oct; Bord 31N 
Dunglass 31 Jan; Dumf & Gall 12 Ardwell, Wigtown 21 Oct. 


+ * Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea NE Scot 1 Meikle-Collieston area 12 Feb and Potterton 
3 Apr; Mor & Nairn 19 Findhorn Bay 27-28 Apr, 19 L Spynie 8 July-13 Aug. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Counts Suth 179 L Fleet in May; Ang & Dun 562 Montrose Basin 14 
Jan; Fife 1121 Eden estuary 26 Nov; Cent 2546 in Kinneil moult flock 30 Jul, 2629 upper Forth 
estuary 14 Sep; Clyde 224 Clyde estuary 12 Mar; Dumf & Gall 1110 Caerlaverock in Dec. 


+ * Mandarin Aix galericulata Per & Kin no confirmed breeding in Tayside, 2 prs R Tay, Perth 
3 Feb, max 8 on 15 Oct but only 3 by Dec, 1&% Vane Farm 22 Oci, 1& R Knaick 3 Dec, possibly 
from Ardoch House; Bord continued occurrence in Bord where single &' Henpoo 24 Jan-16 Apr 
apparently paired with 2 Mallard which had b/12 but no proof of hybridisation, possibly same 
bird there 16 Nov, pr Eyewater near Eyemouth 5 Mar and pr prospecting trees Grantshouse 28 
Apr. Elsewhere Shet pr Foula late May-early Jul; Ork O& North Ronaldsay 7 Sep-28 Oct; Caith 
CO Fusterloch 3 May, 2 do on 4 May; NE Scot o' Bridge of Dee 3-13 Apr, co there on 16 Sep 
and 1 L of Skene 17 Sep. 


Wigeon Anas penelope Winter-spring counts Ork 2273 L of Harray 1 Feb; Mor & Nairn 1260 
Findhorn Bay 19 Feb; NE Scot 1500 L of Skene in Jan; Ang & Dun 5781 Montrose Basin 8 Jan; 
Dumf & Gall 1165 Caerlaverock in Jan. 

Breeding Shet | pr bred central mainland, Ist since 1985; NE Scot 14 broods at three sites Deeside; 
Ang & Dun 24-26 prs reported including 20 prs Glenisla; Per & Kin breeding confirmed at three 
sites; Bord min 4 broods at one site, no census. 

Autumn-winter counts Ork 5551 L of Harray 29 Nov; Suth 4200 Dornoch 17 Sep, 1900 L Fleet 
17 Dec; Fife 910 Eden estuary 26 Dec; Cemt 915 upper Forth estuary 14 Dec; Loth 950 Tyninghame 
30 Nov. 


* American Wigeon Anas americana Shet 2dc'at L Melby and L Colilaster from 17-19 Jan, 1 till 
18 Mar; Ork Co’ at L of Harray from 24 Jan-24 Mar; Inv & Ross C in L Fleet from 1988 till at 
least 3 Jan; NE Scot o on Cotehill L on 16-17 Jul; Ang & Dun Ist year O at Montrose Basin 
from 6 Jun-21 Jul, and probably same at Kinnaber from 26 Jul-13 Aug; Per & Kin CO at Vane 
Farm from 23 Nov-20 Jan 1990; Fife @ and Q at Stenhouse Res on 12-13 Nov, Ist winter CO on 
13 Nov, all 3 birds at Lochgelly L from 24 Nov-1990; Ayr oc at Fairlie 8 Jan; Arg c'in L Indaal, 
Islay on 15-16 Nov. 

1987-1988 Inv & Ross G at L Heilen from 11-23 Mar was probably same bird as L of Mey on 
4-10 Oct 1987; & in L Fleet on 2 Jul may be 1989 individual. 


Gadwall Anas strepera Breeding Ork bred North Ronaldsay b/9; Ang & Dun 6-7 prs L of Kinnordy; 
Fife no breeding reported although up to 5 prs Kilconquhar 1 Jun; Arg 3 prs bred Tiree; Clyde 
2 prs bred Baron’s Haugh. 

Counts Ork max 16 L of Harray 19 Nov; Ang & Dun max 55 L of Kinnordy 17 Aug; Per & Kin 
140 L Leven 9 Sep, 247 on 1 Oct; Fife 11 Cameron Res 17 Jul, 28 Kilconquhar 22 Nov. 


Teal Anas crecca Counts NE Scot 1400 Strathbeg 31 Aug, 2000 in Oct; Per & Kin max 3500 L 
leven 1 Oct is highest ever; Cent 1843 Forth estuary 5 Feb; Clyde 800 Endrick Mouth 22 Oct; Ayr 
706 Bogside 27 Dec; Dumf & Gall 1155 Caerlaverock in Jan. 

* Nearctic carolinensis: Shet GO’ at Boddam on 30 May; O Heb Gc at Howbeg, South Uist on 9 
Jun; Inv & Ross co’ at Tain on 15 Dec; Fife co’ Cameron Res 22 Oct; Ayr co at Munnoch Res, 
Ardrossan on 15-16 Jan, Arg d'on L Gruinart, Islay from 25-30 Mar and same at Easter Ellister 
from 31 Mar-3 Apr, ot Ardnave Loch, Islay 25 Dec ¢ ; Dumf & Gall & Auchenreoch Loch 18 
Feb-8 Mar, oc’ Caerlaverock 20-30 Mar. 
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Maillard Anas platyrhynchos Counts NE Scot 2450 Strathbeg in Jan, 1600 on 31 Aug; Per & Kin 
2800 L Leven 9 Sep; Cent 1563 Forth estuary 5 Feb; Clyde 1100 Gadloch 6 Sep; Bord 1001 Tweed 
Haugh 12 Nov. A hybrid co Mallard x Pintail was at Bogside, Ayr 21 Jan-end Dec. 


* American Black Duck Anas rubripes Clyde 1st winter co at Lochwinnoch from 26 Nov-6 Mar 1990. 


Pintail Anas acuta Breeding Ork 17 prs recorded; Arg 5-6 prs bred Tiree. 

Counts include Caith 8 St John‘s L 19 Sep; Suth 63 Dornoch 17 Dec; Mor & Nairn 8 Findhorn 
Bay 29 Oct; Ang & Dun 105 Montrose Basin 12 Mar; Per & Kin max 103 L Leven 29 Oct is highest 
ever; Fife max 38 Morton Lochs 22 Jan, 38 Eden estuary 3 Feb; Cent 63 Skinflats 8 Jan, 71 on 
14 Dec; Dumf & Gall max 595 Caerlaverock in Jan, 531 in Sep, 250 Wigtown Bay 8 Jan, 390 there 
on 17 Dec. 


* Garganey Anas querquedula Up to 53 birds in spring and 3 birds in autumn. 


Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug 
25-31 1-14 15-30 1-16 17-31 1-15 16-30 1-17 18-31 1-17 
Shetland 1 2 3 
Orkney 1 2 8 6 js 
Caithness 3 1 
O Heb 1 1 
Inv & Ross 1 
NE Scot 3 1 
Ang & Dun 2 
Fife 2 2 1 2 
Arg 1 
Clyde 2 6 2 
Ayr 5 5 4 4 4 
Loth ] 1 
Bord l 
Dumf & Gall 2 


Total 1 2 3 24 34 10 4 4 — 3 


Breeding: a pair probably bred in central Ayr, with 2 prs at site 8 May till at least 8 Jul. Other 
summering birds noted Ork 1-2 N Ronaldsay intermittently 16 Apr-8 Jun, mating noted on 4 Jun; 
Clyde pr Baron‘s Haugh/Merryton 26 May-4 Jun, then oc only to 25 Jun. 


* Blue-winged Teal Anas discors Ork 2 on Sanday on 7-8 May. 
1983 Shetland amended record of Wester L, Unst bird from 3-23 Sep - now considered an adult 
C in eclipse. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata Breeding Shet 1-2 prs bred Fetlar; Ork 11-18 prs bred; O Heb 16 prs at 
one site; Mor & Nairn 1 pr bred L Spynie, first in district since 1950’s; Ang & Dun 20 prs at three 
sites including 15 prs L of Kinnordy; Per & Kin 2 prs Vane Farm; Fife 2 prs at two sites; Cent 
2 prs at one site may have bred; Arg 6 prs bred Tiree, 1 brood Coll was Ist for island; Clyde 4 
prs Barr Loch, no young reared, 3 prs Baron’s Haugh, only one young reared, 4 prs at three other 
sites with no proof of breeding; Ayr 2 broods Knockshinnoch lagoons; Loth 2-5 prs at two sites; 
Bord 2-5 prs at three sites; Dumf & Gall 4 prs at three sites. 

Counts included Ang & Dun 90 L of Kinnordy 17 Aug; Per & Kin 200 on loch near Perth 31 Jan, 
max 570 L Leven 7 Oct; Bord 98 Hirsel 7 Oct. 


* Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina Mor & Nairn 2 (pr) Loch of Blairs 3 Feb, 1 9 Loch Spynie 
13 Aug-31 Oct; Fife 1 d Kilconquhar Loch 7 Feb, Ist year co’ Lindores Res 13-14 Oct; O Heb 1 co 
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Loch of Eaval, North Uist 18 Mar, presumed same as 1988 bird; Ang & Dun 1c Forfar Loch 
3 Oct; Per & Kin 1 imm Vane Farm/Carden Bay 15-20 Oct; Ork 1 Gh Loch of Skail 17 Oct, prob 
same bird Loch of Harray from 29 Oct to end of year, 19 /imm Loch of Harray 29 Oct; Loth 
1 Oo Carribber Loch 7-c25 Nov. 


Pochard Aythya ferina Breeding Ang & Dun 11 prs L of Kinnordy; Loth 1 pr possibly bred 
Gladhouse; Bord 4 broods at three sites, up to 5 other pairs possibly bred at three sites. 
Counts Ork max 1318 L of Harray 25 Feb and 1011 on 28 Nov; Caith 410 L Scarnclate 11 Jan, 
998 St John‘s Loch 30 Oct; Per & Kin max 950 L Leven 29 Oct; Fife 465 Kilconquhar 3 Jan, 341 
L Gelly 14 Feb, 970 there 5 Oct, 340 Methil 17 Dec; Arg 250+ L Skerrols 29 Nov; Clyde 292 
Strathclyde Park 9 Feb, 244 Lochwinnoch in Nov. 

A hybrid o& Pochard x Tufted Duck was on Kilbirnie L, Ayr on the 29 Dec. 


* Ring-necked Duck A ythya collaris NE Scot 2 on Meikle L on 4 Nov; Cent/Loth co at Bo’ness 
and Linlithgow L from 25 Feb-16 Mar. 
1988 Inv & Ross amended dates for L Insh/Morlich bird to include at L Morlich from 5 Nov-12 Dec. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Breeding Shet bred at two sites; O Heb 45-46 prs inc 1 nest x 3 broods; 
Caith 6 prs with broods reported; Suth 1 brood reported; Ang & Dun 40 prs reported including 
34 prs L of Kinnordy; Fife min 4 prs; Cent 6 broods at two sites; Arg only 13 broods reported 
although 19+ nested Tiree; Clyde 17 broods (126 yng) at five sites; Ayr 12 broods (61 yng) at five 
sites; Loth 28 broods at nine sites; Bord 21 broods at seven sites; Dumf & Gall 1 brood reported. 
Counts included Ork max 1295 L of Harray 1 Feb, 883 on 28 Nov; Caith 390 L Watten 7 Feb; 
Per & Kin 2700 L Leven 9 Sep; Clyde 405 Lochwinnoch 25 Sep. 


Scaup Aythya marila Breeding/summer Caith 2 L of St Tredwell 2 Jun; NE Scot 4 summered at 
two sites; Ang & Dun up to 3 1 Montrose Basin 28 May-22 Jun; Fife 1 L Gelly 11-16 Jun; Clyde 
Q b/3 Endrick Mouth end Jul; Ayr pr Bogside 3-4 Jun, 9 15 June summered, pr summered Kilbirnie 
L. 

Counts included Inv & Ross 265 Edderston 19 Feb; Fife 580 Leven 3 Jan, 24 inland at Cameron 
Res 2 Feb; Arg max 879 L Indaal 17 Jan; Clyde 155 Clyde estuary 22 Jan, 180 on 19 Feb; Dumf 
& Gall max 2000 Carsethorn 28 Jan & 10 Feb, 120 L Ryan 12 Feb, 270 there on 22 Dec. 


Eider Somateria mollissima Shet survey of moult flocks in Aug produced 8272 with estimated 
population of 9600-10,400 compared to 16,500 in 1977 and 12,000 in 1984; Ang & Dun 2960 Montrose 
Basin 12 Nov; Fife 7500 Tayport 5 Mar, c12,000 there on 29 Dec; Clyde 4674 Clyde estuary 12 
Nov; Ayr 2400 Meikle Craigs 13 Jun; Loth 3500 Greencraig-Kilspindie 5 Jan; Dumf & Gall 1000 
in eclipse L Ryan 15 Aug. 


* King Eider Somateria spectabilis Shet 2nd summer GC off Fair Isle from 18 Feb-10 May, and 
same from 17 Sep-5 Nov, & in Ronas Voe on 4 Apr, co at West Sandwick, Yell on 6 Apr, & 
in Redayre and Tresta Voe from 1988 till at least 6 Jun, Q at Sumburgh Head from 19 Jun-28 
Aug may have been 1988 bird; Inv & Ross co between L Fleet and Embo from at least 20 May-10 
Dec; NE Scot perhaps 3-6 individuals included G on Ythan estuary from 1 May-6 Jun, Ist summer 
CO on Ythan from 16 May-2 Jun, @ on Ythan from 25 Nov-Jan 1990, co at Murcar from 16-21 
Jul, Q at Donmouth from 28 Aug-17 Sep, & at Donmouth from 26 Oct-24 Nov, @ or Ist winter 
at Donmouth from 4-22 Nov; Ang & Dun/Fife o' at Broughty Ferry-Tayport from 8 Jan-6 Apr. 
1986 Fife GO’ at Lucky Scalp from 8 Jan-9 Mar now considered perhaps to be the same bird as 
at Broughty Ferry, Tayside on 8 Feb, Ythan estuary, NE Scot from 24 May-3 Jun, Peterhead-Ythan 
estuary from 28 Apr-20 Jun 1987, Tayport, Fife 6 Oct 1987, Tayport from 19 Feb-14 Apr 1988, 
and Ythan-Donmouth NE Scot from 17 May-20 Sep. 

1988 Highland 2nd year o in L Fleet on 29 Apr. 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Caith max 2158 in the sounds around Wyre in Dec; Suth 561 
L Fleet 3 Jan; O Heb 333 S Uist and Benbecula 29 Jan; Inv & Ross 1530 Chanonry Pt 14 Dec; 
Mor & Nairn 3455 Burghead Bay 18 Oct; Fife 600 Largo Bay 17 Mar; Loth 910 Aberlady-Gullane 
22 Jan. 
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Common Scoter Melanitta nigra Breeding Shet min 5 OC 2 99 at usual breeding site; Caith several 
prs reported; Suth 2 b/2 one site, 3 dc’ 3 99 at another; Per & Kin at usual site 2 prs present 
in Jun did not appear to breed; Arg 14 prs & 2 OC at usual site, Islay. 

Counts NE Scot 1137 Donmouth-Ythan 17 Sep; Ang & Dun 2285 Kinnaber 25 Aug, 1280 Lunan 
Bay 3 Sep; Fife 625 Largo Bay 8 Jan, 814 Inverkeithing to Shell Bay 19 Feb, 600 St Andrews 26 
Feb, 1100 St Andrews Bay 9 Jun, 930 Kinshaldy 4 Sep; Loth 1590 Aberlady-Gullane 27 Mar, 1160 
Gosford 26 May. * Nearctic americana Inv & Ross CG at Culbin Bar from 22 Jan-8 Feb and 11 
Dec; Loth Go in Gosford Bay on 14 Mar, and same at Gullane Pt on 22 Nov; Dumf & Gall 1c 

L Ryan 16 Feb. 

1988 Loth Co in Gosford Bay from 1987 till 1 Jan. 


* Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata Shet 1st summer CG in Noss Sound from 4-17 Jun, and same 
with 6 at Trebister Ness Scots on 24-25 Aug; Suth O at Golspie on 24 Feb; Caith 1st winter in 
Thurso Bay on 29 Oct; Moray & Nairn 3 Oo and Q at Culbin Bar on 11 Dec; NE Scot & at 
Burghead from 26 Feb-11 Mar, then records of dc'on 17-18 Oct, 30 Oct, 15 Nov, 12 Dec, with 
2 on 18 Oct presumed returning NE Scot birds, co at Kingston from 5 Aug-9 Sep was probably 
Burghead individual; Ang & Dun CG in Lunan Bay from 3 _ Sep- 
8 Oct; Fifec’c'in Largo Bay on 3-23 Jan, 14 Mar-17 Apr, 2 from 17 Mar-2 Apr, 3 on 27 Feb, 9 
Nov-10 Dec, 2 from 9-25 Dec, 9 on 27 Feb and 14 Mar-2 Apr, oc and Q at Anstruther on 12 
Mar were doubtless same as above, co at St Andrews from 6 Dec-12 Jan 1990 also same as above 
- see Lothian; Loth in Gosford Bay at least 6 c’as follows:- 21 Jan-7 May, 3 on 28 Jan, 1 from 
29 Jan, 2 from 11 Mar, 3 from 26 Mar, 4 from 31 Mar, up to 6 from 2 Apr, 6 on 7 May, Ist 
summer o' on 1-2 Apr also at Musselburgh from 9 Apr-5 May, 49Q9as follows: 28 Jan, 11 Mar-14 
Apr, 31 Mar-7 May, 2 Apr-7 May, 13 Apr, & from 18-26 Nov, Go Aberlady Bay and Gullane Pt 
on 17 Nov same as above; 3 do'and 299 were presumed returning 1988 birds. 

1981 Suth oO at Embo on 14 Nov was presumably returning Golspie bird of Feb-Apr. 

1988 Caith OC in Dunnet Bay from 2-6 Oct. 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca Mor & Nairn 272 Burghead Bay 26 Feb; Ang & Dun 800 Lunan Bay 
9 Nov, 300 Kinnaber 12 Nov; Fife 800 West sands, St Andrews 19 Dec; Loth 110 Musselburgh 
17 Feb & 22 Apr, 110 Gosford 5 Nov. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Breeding Per & Kin prs at two sites & singles at three sites in summer. 
Counts Fife 730 Kilconquhar L 8 Jan, 808 Inverkeithing-Shell Bay 8 Jan, 1245 Largo Bay 17 Dec; 
Clyde 607 Clyde estuary 12 Mar; Ayr 414 Doonfoot 6 Jan, 542 Doonfoot-Newton shore 17 Dec; 
Loth 555 Musselburgh 8 Jan; Bord 313 Tweed Haugh 12 Feb, 315 on 12 Mar. 


* Smew Mergus albellus Present until 2 May with first autumn birds recorded on 29 Oct, max 5 
Strathclyde Park (4 do), Clyde 19 Feb. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Oct Nov Dec 


Orkney 1 

Caithness | 1 1 1 l 

Sutherland 1 

Inverness & Rosshire 1 

Moray & Nairn 4 

Perth & Kinross 2 1 1 1 1 
Fife 1 1 

Central 1 
Argyll 1 1 

Clyde 5 6 4 3 8 
Ayrshire 1 Z 
Lothian 1 1 1 
Borders 2 2 1 1 2 


Total 12 12 10 4 1 4 7 15 


13 


Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator Mor & Nairn 247 Culbin Bar 28 Sep; Ang & Dun max 
400 Kinnaber 10 Jul; Fife 216 Inverkeithing-Shell Bay 19 Feb; Cent 171 Forth estuary 5 Feb; Arg 
320 Sound of Gigha 25 Aug; Clyde 201 Clyde estuary 26 Jan. 


Goosander Mergus merganser Inv & Ross 1490 Beauly Firth 8 Jan, 580 on 19 Feb, only 165 on 
29 Oct, 263 on 17 Dec; Mor & Nairn 122 Speymouth 28 Aug; NE Scot 115 Corby L in Nov; Ang 
& Dun 84 Montrose Basin 4 Sep; Per & Kin max 105 L Leven 7 Oct; Clyde 106 Strathclyde Park 
21 Jan, 93 Lamington 24 Sep, 120 Strathclyde Park 27 Dec; Ayr 80 Martnaham L 16 Dec; Loth 
88 Tyninghame 28 Aug; Bord 128 Hirsel 6 May (pre-migration build-up), 230 on 25 Dec; Dumf 
& Gall 81 Castle L, Lochmaben 19 Nov. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis Breeding NE Scot pr Meikle 14 May, a scattering of records through 
Jul, mainly of ao’, pr with large juv on 23 Sep possibly indicating pair had bred; Ang & Dun 
min 6 Oo 5 99 L of Kinnordy fledged 7 yng; Per & Kin prs bred at two sites, one with 7 juvs 
and Q b/4 8 Aug and 2 juvs other site 16 May; Fife 1 pr reared 6 young, ist breeding for area; 
Bord pr Bemersyde from 17 Apr, b/2 8 Jun and b/1 9 Jun but not thereafter, presumed predated. 


Jie Fu: ME phe Maco J eA pS Ye tO. Nx eb 
Shetland 3 
Orkney 3 
Inverness & Rosshire 1 1 
North East Scotland 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 
Angus & Dundee pcs) \) Wirrges Ws ees) Posed IS Nel 7/ 
Perth & Kinross 2 1 4 4 4 4 37 Op ck 
Fife P Aisiiaela 7 dca} 3 Dd eS 8 7 3 3 
Clyde Pair ap 
Lothian 1 1 ] 1 1 ] 1 i 
Borders 3 2 2 1 1 1 
Dumfries & Galloway 3 
Total 5 TA ADS 2 32 228 23033 ea aer 8a 24 eo 


* Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus Shet 1 over Yell Sound 4 Jul, IN Fair Isle 6 Jul; Ork 1 Rendall 
2 May, singles N Ronaldsay 15 Jun, 3 & 4 Jul (different birds) and 7 Aug, 1 Evie 11 Sep; O Heb 
IN over Dreumasdal, Uist 13 May; Suth 1 L Fleet 14 Jun, 2 on 24 Jul. 


* Black Kite Milvus migrans Ork 1 at Birsay and Finstown on 14 Jun. 


* Red Kite Milvus milvus Six birds were released in the re-introduction programme in Highland 
Region. Fife 1W Luthrie 10 Aug, seen just over border at Arnott Res 11 Aug; Ork 1 wing-tagged 
Evie 15-16 Aug, Firth 19 Aug, Holm 22 Aug had returned to release area by 26 Aug; Arg 1 Carradale 
19 Oct, 1 imm Gruinart area, Islay 20 Oct-24 Nov then Eskinch/Kilmally area until 31 Dec, probably 
same as Carradale - release bird; Dumf & Gall 1 SSE over Laurieston, Stewarty 22 Nov. 


* White-tailed Eagle Haliaetus albicilla Three prs bred successfully rearing 5 chicks; Arg fewer 
sightings; O Heb 1 imm Uist in Jan, one in Nov, 1 Northton, Harris 28 Oct, 1 Borne, Harris 8 
Oct; Ork 1 Hoy 14 Apr, 1 Rendall same day; Shet 1 Haroldswick 28 Apr. 
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* Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus First recorded 27 Apr when @ Montrose Basin Ang & Dun, 
followed by Arg 1 Oh The Oa, Islay 28 Apr and Ayr imm @ Burnfoot Res 28 April. Long series 
of records involving several birds at Strathbeg, NE Scot and Montrose Basin and L of Kinnordy 
Ang & Dun, but no evidence of breeding. Last birds recorded were a CO’ at Mugdrum Island Fife 
17 Sep and a ‘juv’ L of Skene NE Scot the same day. In the table ‘co’ includes birds identified 
as imm Go and ‘ Q’ includes all ‘brown’ birds ie. juvs and imms. 


15-30 1-16 17-31 1-15 16-30 1-16 17-31 1-16 17-31 1-15 16-30 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 
Shetland Q Q 
Caithness ? 
Inv & Ross go SQ J9 
NE Scotland 4077 40°" 20 Ses) ¢ or s20° "FO 20 
Ang&Dun Q G Momo Fore. 1d) 30 O20 
Per & Kin 9 
Fife Q oy 
Central ? 2 
Argyll d ? 
Clyde 9 g 2 
Ayrshire 9 g 
Lothian S2Q 29 Q 
Borders 29 
Dumf & Gall 
Total fo 1 3 1 2 1 4 4 2 1 
Q Z 11 10 6 4 2 Z 2 4 5 1 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Breeding: Ork 71 prs attempted to breed; O Heb 17 occupied territories, 
min 6 prs failed due to persecution; Caith 1 probable breeding; Suth increase reported Arg 55 nests 
found in RSPB survey, good success, though only 1 successful pr reported; NE Scot 10 nests, 70% 
failed on managed grouse moors; Cent 4 prs bred at two sites; Bute 4-5 successful prs Arran; Clyde 
11 territories; Ayr 9 prs bred; Loth 2 prs at two sites; Bord increase in sightings though no proof 
of breeding; Dumf & Gall 1-2 prs. 


* Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus Ayr 9 near Muirkirk 15 Jun; Bord 9 Dowlaw 28 May ¢ . 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis Little meaningful data on this elusive species. It remains very scarce 
in most areas with the majority of the breeding population in southern Scotland. Recorded in 13 
recording areas with breeding possible in seven. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Breeding: Ork 6+ prs recorded; Caith recorded at three sites; Arg 
1-2 prs Colonsay; Bute min 16 territories Arran; Loth 27 nests City of Edinburgh. 


Buzzard Buteo buteo Breeding: Ork lpr bred Hoy; O Heb 66 occupied territories is a 32.8% decline, 
due it is believed to persecution; Caith min 6prs recorded; Arg min 23-25 prs Colonsay, poor success, 
34 nests in study area central Argyll, 31 successful, 2°03 yng/successful nest; Bute 17 prs reared 
9 yng Arran; Loth 1-4 prs at three sites; Bord min 26 potential territories located. Counts: Arg 
32 in 20 acre field of winter barley Campbeltown 8 Oct. 


* Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus Winter-spring: Shet several sightings mainland and Bressay 
16 Feb-24 Aug possibly involved 1 summering bird, 1 Ward Hill Fair Isle 4 May; Ork 1-2 Evie/Birsay 
26 Jan-3 May, 1 Rousay 17 Apr-2 May, 1 Hoy 2 Feb & 3 Mar, 1 North Ronaldsay 15 & 17 Apr, 
2 on 14 May; Suth 1 Creag Meadie 6 June; Inv & Ross 1 Cairngorm 14 Mar; NE Scot | Forvie 
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from 1988 till 15 Apr and 1 Bridge of Philorth 11 Apr; Loth 1 Kingside Hill, Lammermuirs 16 
Apr, probably same bird later that day on Penshiel Hill. 

Autumn-winter: Mor & Nairn 1 Cabrach 16 Oct; NE Scot 1 Rhynie 26 Nov; Bord 1 Pease Dean 
15*Dec: 


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Breeding O Heb 41 occupied territories, 10 prs failed due to 
persecution; Ang & Dun present 5 sites; Per & Kin 18-21 ranges occupied; Arg 75 home ranges 
monitored, 4 vacant, 67 occupied, breeding confirmed in 45 but perhaps as many as 49 laid, 34 
chicks fledged from 28 sites; Cent 2 territories occupied; Clyde 2 prs; Bute 2 prs Arran, | pr failed, 
other non-breeding; Bord 1 pr failed; Dumf & Gall 2 prs bred. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus Spring: Arg 1 L Etive 18 Mar; Clyde 1 Baron’s Haugh 26 Mar; Bord 
Ist Caddonfoot 28 Mar; Ayr IN Kyle Forest 29 Mar. 

Breeding: 56 prs known, 51 prs laid, 38 prs successfully reared 81 young. 

Late birds: Mor & Nairn last 24 Sep; NE Scot 1 Linn of Dee 25 Sep; O Heb 1 L Beg 12 Nov-10 Dec. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Breeding: Ork 16 prs reported; O Heb 11 occupied territories Uists; Per 
& Kin study area covering one 10km square showed 70% decrease from 31 prs to 9 prs. 


* Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus Shet at Baltasound, Unst on 27 May, Ist summer 
at Walls from 14-17 Jun. 


Merlin Falco columbarius Breeding Shet 29 prs, continued increase; Ork 13 prs reported; O Heb 
23 occupied territories; Caith 1+ territories; Suth 3 prs; NE Scot 48 territories occupied by prs; 
Per & Kin 36-40 prs located; Arg 9-21 territories; Clyde 5 territories; Bute present 2-3 sites Arran; 
Ayr min 5 prs; Loth 25 sites occupied, min 15 nests; Bord 30 sites occupied, min 19 prs laid; Dumf 
& Gall 1-7 territories. 


* Hobby Falco subbuteo Shet 1 Colvister, Yell 10 June, 2 (both probably Ist summer) Fair Isle 
4 Jun, 1 till 23 Jun, 1 Effirth 11 Jun, 1 Spiggie 8 Jul; Ork singles Brodgar 23 May, Sandwick 28 
May and N Ronaldsay 17 Jun; Caith singles Olrigg 2 Aug ¢ , 1 Noss Head 18 Aug, 1 Sandside 
Farm 22 Sep ¢ ; Inv & Ross 1 L Garten 26-31 May; Mor & Nairn singles Darnaway 24 May and 
nearby Mundole 29 May; NE Scot | Strathbeg 12 Aug; Dun & Ang pr at a site 27 Jun, 9 on 28 
Jun and 19 Aug; Fife 1 Shell Bay 6 Aug @; Arg 1 imm Tobermory, Mull 3 Jun, 1 Tiree 4 Sep; 
Dumf & Gall 1 near L Whinyeon, Stewarty 30 Sep. 


* Eleanora’s Falcon Falco eleanorae 1985 O Heb Cc at Bornish, South Uist on 14 Jun was the first 
record for Scotland. 


+ * Saker Falco cherrug 1986 Shet 1st winter bird on Fair Isle from 23 Oct-3 Dec. 


* Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Ork aduit on Orphir on 2 Apr; O Heb 1 at Grogarry, South Uist, 
and Eriskay on 24 Mar, adult at Cheese Bay, North Uist on 11 Mar, Ist winter bird at Gerinish 
and Drimsdale, South Uist from 13-19 Apr, and presumed same at Griminish on 24 Apr; Inv & 
Ross probable juvenile at Poolewe on 17 Oct. 

1981 Bord/Loth adult in Lammermuir Hills on 9, 14 and 21 Feb. 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus Breeding Shet only two prs on territory; Ork 15-17 prs breeding; O Heb 
17 occupied territories; Caith 4 prs recorded; Suth 6 territories; NE Scot 44 territories occupied 
by prs or singles, min 32 prs laid eggs; Per & Kin good year east Tayside, 39-41 prs reported; Arg 
min 48 prs, 28 prs proved to breed; Cent 18 territories occupied, 17 by prs, 12 prs successful; Clyde 
16 prs but situation still unclear in south due to unco-operative raptor study groups; Bute 8 territories; 
Loth 2 prs; Bord 9 territories occupied, 7 prs bred. 


Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus NE Scot 500+ Glen Slugain 12 Feb, 600 Glen Callater 25 Mar; Per 
& Kin 100 Ben Vrackie 14 Oct. 


16 


Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus Suth one below 100ft on Creag Dubh (Sturmanadgh) 9 Apr; Mor & 
Nairn bred Ben Rinnes (840m), first proved breeding since 1970; Bute pr b/3 Goatfell 31 Jul. 


Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix Ang & Dun 14 Glen Esk 19 Mar; Per & Kin 15 Glen Artney 1 Jan, 
33(3 9) Glen Errochty 3 Jun, 23 oo’ _L Kennard 20 Oct; Arg 30 Glen Feochan 2 Sep; 8 Gc’ Inversnaid 
Jan, 7+ Garadhban Forest 26 Feb; Bute 1 & Cnocan L 14 Nov is first on Arran since 1985; Loth 
population of at least 20 birds Gladhouse-Fala Moor and south to Borders, elsewhere included 
6 OO North Esk Res 18 Oct; Bord total 71 birds reported; Dumf & Gall min 280°’ at 10 sites 
Jan-Sep including 8 Oo’ Falgunzeon 3 Apr. 


Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus Breeding Mor & Nairn good season in Darnaway Forest, only area 
where still numerous; NE Scot good breeding success Glen Tanar; Ang & Dun 10 birds 
Montreathmont Forest during year; Per & Kin present six sites, max 2 Bruar 19 Feb; Clyde census 
of three L Lomond islands found 11 birds Inchmoan, 6 birds Inchconnachan, none on Inchcruin 
29 Mar. 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa (most records of this species refer to Red-legged x Chukar hybrids, 
and some of pure Chukar (A chukar). Birds were recorded or reported released in the following 
areas: Suth, Fife, Cent, Arg, Clyde, Bute, Loth, Bord, Dumf & Gall. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Per & Kin 31 Haugh of Kercock 3 Oct; Fife SO Largo Bay 23 Nov; 
Cent 28 Drip Moss 19 Nov; Ayr 30 Tarbolton Moss 8 Oct, 39 Highfield 26 Dec; Loth 35 Ormiston 
9 Jan, 40 Winchburn 26 Nov. 


Quail Coturnix coturnix (see article pp. 45-50) Unprecedented numbers with up to 750 birds recorded. 
Two birds were first noted at Weydale Moss 8 Apr to be followed by a single at Quoyloo, Sandwick 
4 May, the next not being noted until 14 May with the main arrival in late May. Last birds were 
an adult female killed at the South Light, Fair Isle 13 Oct and one shot at Greenlaw, Bord 14 Oct. 


Minimum Minimum 
Area Arrival Number Departure Area Arrival Number Departure 
Shetland 19 May 20 13 Oct Per & Kin 28 May 11 1 Sep 
Ork 4 May 7 1 Oct Fife 30 May 17 25 Aug 
Caithness 8 Apr 7 ‘mid Jul’ Central ‘Jul’ 2 ‘Aug’ 
Suth 29 May 7 11 Jul Arg 22 Jul 2 20 Aug 
O Heb 19 May ql 23 Jun Clyde 25 May 233 28 Aug 
Inv & Ross 26 May 20 ‘Aug’ Ayr 25 May 11 2 Aug 
Mor & Nairn 12 Jun 86 2 Aug Loth 18 May 76 2 Sep 
NE Scot 14 May 62 n/a Bord 21 May 91 14 Oct 
Ang & Dun 12 Jun 6 9 Sep Dumf & Gall 5 Jun 29 ‘mid Aug’ 


* Reeve’s Pheasant Syrmaticus reevesii Ayr 1 shot at Hunterston 29 Jan had been present for two 
years. 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Ork max 50 Orphir 2 dec; Bute 24 Glenree, Arran 6 Sep; Loth 60 
Dalmeny 26 Oct. 


* Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus Dumf & Gall CG Moffatdale 10 Mar, still present 
Palnure/Glenamour, Wigtown in Apr but believed very low numbers, 0 & 9 Cairnsmore House, 
Wigtown in spring, only o seen at end of year, 0 Brown wood, Minnigaff, Wigtown 2 Apr; Loth 
GO Beecraigs 10 Mar; Clyde imm © Baron‘s Haugh 17 Mar, GC till 26 Apr; Arg no significant records 
of the small feral flock on Mull. 


* Lady Amherst’s Pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae Ayr O&O Culzean 29 Oct-end Dec. 
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus Breeding Shet 1 on 13 & 16 Jun at one site: Ork 2 prs the Loons; 
Ang & Dun min 6 prs L of Kinnordy; Per & Kin 31 prs in 6km of Tay reedbeds, present three 
other sites May-June; Arg up to four territories possible; Clyde no census but territories at two 
new sites; Ayr 15-18 prs at seven sites; Loth 2-3 prs at three sites; Bord min 4 territories. 

The only notable count was 20 calling Lindores L, Fife 3 Mar. 


* Spotted Crake Porzana porzana Shet 1 Clickmin 25 May, | Fair Isle 14 Sep and 5 Oct; Ork 1 
Stronsay late May to mid June; O Heb single GO at Dreumasdal on one date and Eoligarry, Barra 
on two dates; Inv & Ross | Insh Marshes 1-13 Jun; Arg 1 Loch Gorm, Islay 14-20 Jun; Ayr 1 
Hessilhead, Beith 29 Jun-6 Jul; NE Scot heard three separate sites on separate dates 20 May, 2 
Jun and 10 Jun. 


Corncrake Crex crex Arrival Dumf & Gall 1 calling Holywood, Nithsdale 14 Apr; O Heb | calling 
Howmore, S Uist 28 Apr. 

Breeding Ork only one pair proved to breed but total of 11 calling Gc recorded; Caith 6 calling 
do’ ; O Heb 284-309 calling dco , mainly S Uist, 17% increase over 1988; Arg 124 calling Oc’ , 
mainly Tiree; Dumf & Gall min 3 prs bred at two sites. Elsewhere calling Gc’ noted Shet 4, Mor 
& Nairn 1, NE Scot 3, Per & Kin 1, Ayr 1, Loth 2-3, Bord 1. 

Last birds noted were migrants: Shet 1 Fair Isle 21 Oct; Fife 1 Isle of May 27 Oct. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Breeding Shet bred at four sites; Ork 24 prs reported; Cent 14 prs 
Airthey; Arg 15 prs at eight sites; Clyde 93 prs at 23 sites; Ayr 40 prs at 18 sites; Loth 75-78 prs 
at 20 sites; Bord 92 prs at 52 sites. 

Counts included Ork 46 N Ronaldsay 28 Apr; NE Scot 49 Strathbeg 11 Sep; Ang & Dun 78 L 
of Kinnordy in Sep; Per & Kin 68 L Leven 9 Sep; Clyde 44 Bothwell Pool 15 Jan; Bord 47 Bemersyde 
21 Aug. 


Coot Fulica atra Breeding Shet bred at one site: Ork 17 prs reported; Cent 30 prs at three sites; 
Arg 2 prs proved; Clyde 56 prs at 15 sites; Ayr 38 prs at 18 sites; Loth 86-92 prs at 15 sites; Bord 
221 prs at 40 sites. 

Counts: Ork 410 L of Harray 23 Dec; NE Scot 420 Devan/Kinord 2 Dec; Per & Kin 1750 L Leven 
7 Oct; Fife 950 Kilconquhar L 26 Nov; Clyde 530 Lochwinnoch 16 Oct. 


* Crane Grus grus Shet 1 ad Scatness and Quendale 20 Apr; Caith 1 ad 2 imm Sandside Bay/Isauld 
Farm 5-8 May @ ; Bord 1 Dowlaw 8 May? ; NE Scot 1 ad Leask 15 May @ ; Shet 1 ad Sandwick 
19 May; Ayr iW Drogan 13 Jun was possibly also at Sinclairston 14 Jun; NE Scot 1 Strathbeg 
16 June ¢; Dumf & Gall 1 Little Duchrae 27 Jul; Bute 2 Shiskine, Blackwater Valley, Arran 26 
Sep-1 Oct ¢; Dumf & Gall 1 pr W then S Mull of Galloway 28 Sep. 


* Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax Ork GO on North Ronaldsay on 23 May. 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Counts: Ang & Dun 3500 Montrose Basin 11 Feb, 3800 on 
17 Sep; Fife 2912 Eden estuary 11 Jan, 2823 on 14 Nov; Clyde 3236 Clyde estuary 12 Feb, 4346 
on 17 Dec; Dumf & Gall 10,000+ Caerlaverock in Feb, 8000 in Oct. 

Inland Per & Kin 932 at four sites 28 Feb; Clyde 917 at 14 roosts central Clydesdale 11 Mar. 


* Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus Bord 1 Northfield Farm, St Abb‘s 20 May. 


* Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius Per & Kin | at site from 8-23 May held territory, defended 
against Ringed Plovers; Shet 1 juv Melby 6 Sep. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Counts: O Heb 640 South Ford 15 Jan, 700 on 19 Nov; Mor 
& Nairn 580 Findhorn Bay 17 May; Ang & Dun 252 Montrose Basin 25 Aug; Fife 280 Eden estuary 
20 Apr; Arg 812 Tiree 8-13 Oct; Ayr 256 Barassie 18 Aug. 
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Dotterel Charadrius morinellus Main spring passage in non-breeding areas noted 4-16 May when 
59 birds in nine recording areas, mainly 10 May when 21 birds at sites in Arg, Clyde, Loth and 
Bord. In NE Scot birds first recorded back in breeding areas 4 May and the ‘largest flock’ comprised 
300+ birds spread over 5 km? on 10 May. Ang & Dun recorded a peak of 12 on 16 May in 
breeding areas. Fifteen ‘Cairngorm’ tops surveyed revealed 180 nests/broods in 80 km’; Per & Kin 
min 6 prs bred; Bord 1 pr bred. Earliest arrivals were O Heb 2 Rangehead, Uist 13 Apr, and last 
was Ork | N Ronaldsay 16-18 Sep. 


* American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica Shet adult at Baltasound, Unst on 24-25 Sep, adult 
at L of Spiggie on 19 Oct; Ayr juvenile at Gailes from 16-24 Sep. 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Counts included Ork 1500 Ouse, Shapinsay 8 Jan; NE Scot 4000+ 
Ythan 2 Jan, 2000 New Deer 20 Sep; Loth , 2000 Bonnyrigg 28 Jan, 2000 Musselburgh in Oct, 
2000 Gosford in Nov; Bord 1800 Coldstream 22 Apr; Dumf & Gall 3000 L Ryan 20 Oct, 2000 
Luce Bay 19 Dec. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Counts: O Heb 107 South Ford 19 Nov; NE Scot exceptional 148 
Ythan 19 Feb; Fife 190 Tentsmuir Pt 8 Jan, 185 Kinshaldy 10 Mar, 510 Eden estuary 20 Apr, 300 
Goose Pools 2 Sep, 204 Tentsmuir Pt 17 Dec; Loth 530 Aberlady 7 Apr & 17 Sep; Dumf & Gall 
156 Priestside 6 Jan, 190 on 12 Mar. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Counts Ork 4500 L of Bosquoy 13 Oct; NE Scot 4281 Ythan 18 Nov; 
Per & Kin 2230 L Leven 22 Sep; Cent 3352 Upper Forth estuary 8 Jan; Clyde 4616 Clyde estuary 
12 Nov; Loth 2150 Aberlady 21 Nov. 


Knot Calidris canutus Counts: Shet exceptional influx 400 Virkie, 250-300 Yell 6 May; Mor & Nairn 
1500 Culbin Bar 2 Apr; Ang & Dun 2000 Montrose Basin 8 Jan, 2300 on 17 Dec; Fife 1300 Kirkcaldy 
12 Mar, 1500 Lower Largo 14 Nov; Cent 6280 upper Forth estuary 8 Jan; Loth 2500 Aberlady 
8 Jan & 21 Feb. 


Sanderling Calidris alba Counts: Ork 433 in survey of Sanday 1-5 May, 400 North Ronaldsay 26 
May, 435 on 16 Oct; O Heb 300 Peninerine, S Uist 6 Feb, 300 Ardivachar Pt, S Uist 16 Feb, 400 
Kilphedar, S Uist 1 Mar; Ang & Dun 400 Balmossie 25 Feb; Arg 220 L Gruinart, Islay 23 Aug, 
385 Tiree 8-13 Oct. 


* Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 1988 Shet juvenile at Pool of Virkie on 25 Sep. 


* Little Stint Calidris minuta Spring-summer: Shet 1 Fair Isle 22 may; Ork 1 Stronsay 22 May, 
1 N Ronaldsay 22 May-2 Jun; Caith 1 L Watten 29 May; O Heb 1 Balranald 18 & 21 May; NE 
Scot singles Ythan 28 & 31 May, Strathbeg 20 Jun & Roseharty 26 Jun; Arg 1 A‘chliet, Kintyre 
24 May; Loth 1 Aberlady 20 Jun. 

Very poor numbers in autumn (see table), Fife 16 Eden estuary 18 Aug; max 10+ L Gruinart, 
Islay, Arg 25 Aug. 


Area Jul Aug Sep. Oct Area Jul Aug Sep Oct 
Shetland - 12 2 - Ang & Dun 5 1 3 - 
Caithness - 4 - 1 Per & Kin = - 1 : 
Sutherland | 1 - = Fife - 17 11 - 
O Heb - - 2 - Central - - 6 - 
Mor & Nairn - - 10 - Argyll - 10 - 1 
NE Scot 6 6 - 1 Lothian - 6 3 - 
Totals 12 57 36 3 
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* Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii NE Scot 1 Donmouth 13-14 May, 1 Rigifa 19 May, 1 
Strathbeg 20 May; Fife 1 Cullalloe Res 28 May; Inv & Ross 4-5 ads late May, 3 nests found, at 
least 2 young fledged, 2 at another site 22 May were possibly migrants, 1 Loch Insh 15 July, 1 
Redcastle 28 Aug. 


* White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis Ayr adult at Barassie from 30 Jul-5 Aug. 


* Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii Shet juvenile at Pool of Virkie from 8-11 Sep. 


* Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos Shet | Hillwell 11-14 May, 1 juv Whalsay 7-10 Sep; Arg 
1 Loch na Nigheadaireachd, Islay 29 May, 1 Carnain, Islay 8 Sep; NE Scot 1 Starnafin 26-28 Jun; 
Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 5 July, 1 Loch of Banks 22 Sep, 2 on 23 Sep, 1 till 1 Oct. 


* Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Spring-summer Ork 1 Stronsay 27 May; NE Scot singles 
Girdleness & Donmouth 8 May; Ang & Dun 1 Monifieth 16 May, probably same bird 23 May; 
Arg | Coll 8 May. 

Very scarce in autumn with the first being a single at Aberlady Loth on 1 Jul and singles in Mor 
& Nairn & Ayr on 28 Jul. Peak numbers were at Eden estuary, Fife with 11 on 18 Aug and 14 
the following day. The last bird recorded was a single on North Ronaldsay, Ork 5 Oct, the only 
record that month. 


Area August September Area August September 
Shetland - 3 Ang & Dun - 1 
Orkney 1 - Fife 17 

O Hebrides 1 2 Argyll 2 

Moray & Nairn - 1 Clyde 1 - 

NE Scotland 3 - Lothian 6 3 
Totals 31 \f7/ 


Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Counts: Ork 1660 in survey of Sanday 1-5 May; Caith 114 
Sandside 28 Jan; O Heb 200 Peninerine 30 Dec; Mor & Nairn 223 Portessie 10 Dec; NE Scot 100 
Banff 12 Nov; Fife 177 Isle of May 4 Aug. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina Breeding: Shet 81 prs at three sites; Ork 30-31 prs reported; O Heb 523 
breeding birds in surveyed areas Lewis and Harris; Arg 154 prs including 150 prs Tiree; Ayr 37-38 
prs recorded. 5 
Counts: Suth 6000+ Dornoch 5 Jan, 3000 Embo 8 Jan; O Heb 1800 South Ford 15 Jan; Mor & 
Nairn 5000 Findhorn Bay 19 Feb & 26 Nov; Ang & Dun 3400 Montrose Basin 8 Jan, 2380 on 20 
Aug; Cent 2733 upper Forth estuary 14 Dec; Loth 3051 Blackness-Aberlady in Jan; Dumf & Gall 
9500 Caerlaverock in Feb, 6000 in Oct. 


* Buff-breasted Sandpiper 7ryngites subruficollis Ayr 1 Barassie 30 July-3 Aug; Arg 1 Gott Bay, 
Tiree 6 Sep; NE Scot 1 Waulkmill 10-14 Sep. 
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* Ruff Philomacus pugnax Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. 


Shetland 3 1 1 30 4 2 

Orkney 1 2 3 24 hi, 11 1 
Caithness 6: 32 

Sutherland 5 

Outer Hebrides 1 8 1 

Inverness & Rosshire 5 

Moray & Nairn 23 1 

North East Scotland 5 1 3 5 7 1 44 22 1 
Angus & Dundee Mee 12 7 

Perth & Kinross 2 10 2 2 

Fife 1 2 2 14 #18 8 2 1 
Central 11 | 

Argyll 21 3 Z 

Clyde Dyer d Dee W524 14 

Ayrshire 1 1 2.33. 20 ] 
Lothian 4 3 3 6 4 1 1 26 9 1 

Borders 3 

Dumfries & Galloway Din Ola vind 3 8 29 1 
Total 14 9 10 18 24 11 12 236 148 24 6 5 


* Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. Last bird 
noted Shet 1 Fair Isle 8 May, return noted there from 13 Sep. Peak counts include Shet 20 Fair 
Isle on 5 Oct, Loth 12-16 Tailend Moss 26 Mar, Clyde 14 Blantyre Muir 10 Nov. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Shetland 1 2 3 10 1 12 21 5 1 
Orkney 1 2 4 5 5) 9 l 
Caithness | 1 1 1 1 
Outer Hebrides l 1 1 1 
Moray & Nairn 1 1 1 
North East Scotland l l 1 2 2 6 
Angus & Dundee 1 1 1 1 
Perth & Kinross 1 2 2 
Fife 1 1 1 3 3 
Central 2 Z ] 
Argyll 1 2 2 1 4 3 1 
Clyde 8 12 8 7 1 16 38 9 
Ayrshire 8 3 4 1 2 1 6 
Lothian 8 1 16 5 1 4 5 1 
Borders 4 l l 1 
Dumfries & Galloway 2 5 1 
Total 34 32 39 30 2 21 66 73 32 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago Counts: Shet 100 Fair Isle 28 Sep; Ork 120 Graemeshall L 22 Jan; NE 
Scot 100 Inverugie 10 Dec; Arg 246 Tiree 8-13 Oct; Clyde 120 Gilmourton Pool, Strathaven 14 
Jul; Ayr 150-160 L of the Lowes-Knockshinnoch Lagoons 26 Aug, 200+ Cunning Park 18 Dec; 
Dumf & Gall 130 L Ryan 7 Nov. 


74). 


* Great Snipe Gallinago media Ork 1 N Ronaldsay 24 may. 


* Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 1985 Orkney Ist winter bird shot on Shapinsay 
during a Snipe shoot in Oct. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola Passage: widespread arrival from 28 Oct with Shet 150 Fair Isle 29 
Oct; Ork 6 N Ronaldsay 29 Oct; NE Scot influx 28 Oct with 8 Strathbeg and singles at five other 
sites; Fife 16 Fife Ness 28 Oct included some birds in off the sea, 14 Isle of May 31 Oct; Loth 
influx 28-31 Oct, six birds at four sites including 3 Barns Ness 29 Oct; Dumf & Gall large winter 
arrival first week in November Glen Trool area and Wood of Cree, also Shet 120 on 16 Nov and 
Fife 25 Isle of May 13 Nov. 


* Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. 


Shetland 12 1 6... 1 

Orkney 1 10 5 7 1 11 

Caithness _ 1 1 10 8 1 

Sutherland é Drie 

Outer Hebrides 44 14 19 

Moray & Nairn 2 15 

North East Scotland 3 3 8 32 5-2 2 

Angus & Dundee 8 3 3.1915 Zz 
Perth & Kinross 3 1 | 

Fife * 1 151 12 1 134 1 

Central 1 5 9 19 8 70 14 
Argyll 9 155 4 

Clyde 4 2 8 9 9 1 1 
Arran & Bute 1 

Ayrshire 20 =16 18 44 9 1 

Lothian 5 3 2 3 2 1 15 16 15 4 2 1 
Borders 1 1 

Dumfries & Galloway* 1 48 c6 

Total 7 8 12> 302.72. 23... 101 «196-333 29 6 15 


* In addition to the table up to 53 were recorded Caerlaverock, Dumf & Gall Mar-Apr (table shows 
records away from this site), and information was incomplete from Eden estuary, Fife. Peak counts 
include O Heb 33 Rubha Ardvule 26 Apr; NE Scot 25 Ythan 28 Jul; Cent 70 Kinneil 30 Sep; Dumf — 
& Gall 48 West Freugh 28 Apr. 

Breeding: Shet 1 pr reared 2 yng at usual site; Ork 1 pr bred, b/2 reared. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Counts: Ork 400-500 Sanday 15 Nov; Suth 450 Dornoch 17 
Dec; O Heb 650 South Ford 19 Dec; Mor & Nairn 412 Findhorn Bay 9 Apr; Ang & Dun 500 
Barrybuddon, Broughty Ferry 25 Feb; Fife 1150 outer Tay estuary 19 Feb, 750 Eden estuary 15 
Mar, 750 Tentsmuir Pt 10 Nov; Loth 2820 Blackness-Aberlady Jan. 
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Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Spring: Shet 1 wintered; O Heb 50 Tigharry 5 May; Arg 66 
Machrihanish 8 May; Ayr max 23 Martnaham L 6 May, 75+ over Bogside 13 May is exceptional; 
Dumf & Gall 24 West Freugh 7 May. 

Breeding: Shet 102 territories Unst; Ork 5 territories recorded; Caith 1 bird holding territory 24 
Jun; O Heb Ipr confirmed, 2 other birds in suitable habitat. 

Autumn: Shet 1 wintered: Ork c40 Deerness 31 Jul; Mor & Nairn 40 Kingston 15 Jul, 70 on 23 
Jul, 40 in early Sep, 39 Delnies 10 Aug; NE Scot 85S Peterhead 24 Jul; Arg 58S Frenchman’s Rocks, 
Islay 23 Aug; Clyde 30 Drumclog, Strathaven 22 Jul; Loth S53W Musselburgh 13 Aug, 27 Skateraw 
26 Aug. 


Curlew Numenius arquata Counts: Ork 2000 St Ola 20 Jan, 2000 Widewall, South Ronaldsay 9 
Aug, 1850 on 21 Dec; Clyde 1062 Clyde estuary 12 Mar, 1039 on 5 Oct; Cent 1051 Upper Forth 
estuary 14 Sep; Dumf & Gall 2160 Wigtown Bay 12 Mar, 1485 on 15 Oct; 1500 Caerlaverock in 
Sep. Inland: Per & Kin 528 L Leven 1 Oct; Clyde 525 Dunsyre 11 Mar, 630 The Meetings 24 Sep. 


* Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. Very poor 
autumn. 


Shetland 1 
Orkney 1 1 2 1 
Outer Hebrides 1 1 
Inverness & Rosshire 1 1 1 
Moray & Nairn 2 

North East Scotland 

Angus & Dundee 1 1 1 3 2 

Fife 1 2 2 

Central 1 

Argyll 

Clyde 

Ayrshire 

Lothian 1 
Dumfries & Galloway 1 1 1 1 


Total 4 2 2 3 6 1 3). 122, 43 2 1 1 


hh 


CO = = 


Redshank Tringa totanus Counts: Mor & Nairn 2493 Findhorn Bay 9 Apr, 2200 there on 29 Oct; 
NE Scot 1416 Ythan 16 Sep; Ang & Dun 1983 Montrose Basin 8 Jan, 2800 on 15 Oct; Fife 1200 
Eden estuary 23 Apr, 1070 on 14 Nov; Cent 2503 upper Forth estuary 14 Sep; Clyde 2243 Clyde 
estuary 12 Mar, 1546 on 12 Nov. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia Breeding: Shet present two areas; O Heb 72 prs Lewis, 5 prs Uist; 
Arg 2-4 prs bred. 

Counts: O Heb max 20 Seilebost, Harris 13 Aug; Mor & Nairn 24 Findhorn Bay 12 Aug; Clyde 
22 Finlaystone Pt 2 Sep. Winter peaks included O Heb 6 L Portain, North Uist 4 Feb, min 46 
wintering birds recorded Uists 89/90; Mor & Nairn 6 Findhorn Bay 8 Jan, 8 there 15 Nov; Arg 
7 Colonsay 8 Jan; Clyde 12 Clyde estuary 15 Jan, 9 on 12 Nov; Loth 7 Tyninghame 26 Feb, up 
to 8 there in Nov, 7 in Dec. 


* Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes Inv & Ross juvenile at Tain on 19 Sep; Ayr juvenile x Irvine 
on 23 Sep. 
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* Green Sandpiper 7ringa ochropus Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. Jan/Feb: 
Inv & Ross 2 Udale Bay 8 Jan & 19 Feb; NE Scot 1 Fintray 23 Jan; Clyde 1 Blackstoun/Candrens 
Farm, Paisley from 1988 to 19 Mar. Nov/Dec: Ork | Firth 4 Nov; Mor & Nairn 1 Lossiemouth 
14 Nov, 3 Findhorn Bay 17 Dec; Clyde 1 Barr Loch 6 Dec; Loth 1 Thriepmuir/Bavelaw 26 & 29 
Nov and 6 & 20 Dec. 


J F M A M J J A S O N D 


Shetland 3 6 1 14 1 

Orkney 1 2 1 18 1 l 
Caithness 5 1 

Sutherland 1 

Outer Hebrides 1 

Inverness and Ross 2 2 1 

Moray & Nairn 1 2 2 1 3 
North East Scotland l 1 2 2 4 8+ 6+ 

Angus & Dundee 1 1 8 4 

Perth & Kinross 4 | 

Fife 14 1 

Argyll 1 1 1 

Central 1 1 

Clyde 1 1 1 4 9 6 1 l 
Ayrshire 3 3 

Lothian l 6 13 1 1 1 1 
Borders 1 | 1 


Total 4 3 3 9515 4 28+ 99 18 3 3 5 


* Wood Sandpiper 7ringa glareola Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. 
Breeding: Inv & Ross 3 sites, 1 pr successful, 1 pr nested, 1-2 birds in June-early July but no proof 
of breeding; Caith 1 calling in suitable habitat and another 3km away mid Jun. Counts: NE Scot 
max 4 Strathbeg 26 June; Clyde 2 Gilmourton Pool 10 Aug. Numbers generally very poor away 
from Shet, Ork & NE Scot eg. Loth none for first time since at least 1950. Shet 1 Scatness 14 Oct 
was late. 


May June July Aug Sept Oct 
Shetland 9 12 1 
Orkney 1 1 2 Sit 
Outer Hebrides 1 1 
Moray & Nairn 1 1 
North East Scotland 5 5 1 
Fife l 2 
Argyll | 
Clyde l 2 
Ayrshire 2 
Borders 1 l l 
Total 18 8 4 23 2 1 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Winter: Ang & Dun | Carnoustie Bay 7 Feb; Clyde 1 Black 
Cart, Glasgow Airport 22 Jan. Arrival: Bord 1 Tweed at Sprouston 1 Mar may have been a wintering 
bird; Fife 2 Black L, Lindores 20 Mar were also early; NE Scot 1 Coulter 27 Mar; Clyde 1 
Lochwinnoch.8 Apr. General arrival noted mid-Apr. Counts: Ang & Dun 40 Montrose Basin 23 
Jul; Fife 20 Ballow Res 20 Jul, 20 L Gelly 21 Aug. Departure: last birds noted Clyde 1 Fannyside 
Loch 2 Oct, and Bute 1 Rosa Burn, Arran 2 Oct. 
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres Counts: Shet 250 Fair Isle 27 Feb & 1 Mar, 300 on 1 Nov; Ork 652 
N Ronaldsay 25 Sep; O Heb 650 Borve, Benbecula 15 Jan, 800 Ardavachar Pt 30 Apr; 480 Balranald 
3 May, 600 Ardavachar Pt 19 Sep; Mor & Nairn 352 Buckie 29 Oct; Fife 368 Inverkeithing-Shell 
Bay 19 Feb; Ayr 260 Bogside 11 Nov; Loth 833 Blackness-Aberlady in Jan. 


* Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Breeding: Shet six broods Fetlar very poor, no breeding 
at other regular site but pr at new site reared 3 young; O Heb 1 pr probably bred one site, Go’ at 
another site for two weeks in June; Arg 1 pr bred at the usual site and fledged 2-3 young. 
Other records: Shet Ist Whalsay 20 May, | Fetlar 13 Aug, 1 juv Fair Isle 25-28 Aug; Ork @ Mill 
Dam of Rango 28 May, possibly same Harray 29 May, 2 birds Mill Dam ( O'summer, 9 winter 
plumage) 15-27 July, one until 12 Aug, 1 bird No 1 Barrier 22 Sep; O Heb 3 Loch Druidibeg 11 
Sep, juv Ardivachar Point 21 Sep. 


* Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Shet 1 Sumburghhead 24 Jun, 1 ad Fetlar 17- 
19 July, 1 Sumburghhead 12 Sep, 2 Sumburgh & 1 Quendale Bay 17 Sep, strong gales Fair Isle 
with 1 on 19, 3 on 20, 2 on 21 Sep; Ork 1m St Mary‘s, Holm 18 July, 1 Papa Westray 24 Aug, 
1 North Ronaldsay 18 Sep, 1 on 27 Sep found dead on 28th, 1 on 30 Sep, 1 on 14 Oct; O Heb 
1-29 Sep, main movement 19-28 sep, total 15 records with 31-48 individuals; 8 Rubha Ardvule, 
4 Ardivachar Point 19 Sep, 5 Nunton 23-25 Sep, 1 between South Uist and St Kilda 18 Oct, outside 
this period 2 off Grogarry 23 Oct; NE Scot 1 Waulkmill 11-13 Aug; Arg 1 Uisaed Point 17 Sep, 
IN there 2 Oct, 1 ad Gruinart, Islay 3 Nov; Ayr 1 juv Barassie 23-28 Oct; Bord 1 St Abb’s Harbour 
28 Jan. 


* Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Inv & Ross 1 Chanonry Point 31 Jan, 1 Rhum 7 Aug, 
1 Eigg 12 Aug, 1 Back of Keppoch 15 Aug; Shet 1 freshly dead Fair Isle 26 Jan, 5 on 14 Oct; 
Arg | imm Kilbrannan Sound 8-24 Mar, 5N Uisaed Point 9 May, single ads S past Rhu Stafnish 
15 & 19 Sep, 1 juv N on 26 sep, 1S Frenchman‘s Rocks, Islay 20-26 Aug, 1 Coll/Mull 13 Oct; 
Ork present from May to October, maximum 4 Brig 0’ Waithe 2 May; Suth 1 Handa 17 May, 
1 Embo 22 Oct; Dumf & Gall ad light phase Scar Rocks 2 July, 1 Meikle Ross 18 July, 2 Caerlaverock 
13 Aug; Bord best year ever with 35 reported from 9 July to 10 Sep, St Abb’s: IN on 9 July, 1 
on 13 July, 4N on 17 July, 5N on 18 July, 2 on 19 July, 4N on 6 Aug, 3S on 27 Aug, 3N on 28 
Aug, 3N on 9 Sep, 8N/iS on 10 Sep, 5N Eyemouth on 9th Sep; Loth Ist Barns Ness 13 July and 
last, singles Hound Point 2nd and Sth Nov, peaks 31W Hound Point 24 Aug, 32 on 2 Oct, 63 
on 28 Oct, 5N Barns Ness 9 Sep; O Heb 1 St Kilda 17 July, 1 Ness, Lewis 8 Aug; Fife 3 West 
Sands, St Andrew’s 19 July, 2 ads Isle of May 19 July, 1 imm 6 Aug, | ad 24 Oct, 2 Inverkeithing 
21 July, 2N Fife Ness 30 July, 2 on 8 Aug, one on 26 Aug and 2N each day 8-10 Sep, 4S on 28 
Oct, 3 Inverkeithing 26 Aug, 1 Kinshandy 4 Sep; NE Scot 35 ‘records’ from 22 July to 4 Nov with 
most 10-18 Aug; Ayr 1 Turnberry 11 Aug, 3 ads S Troon 11 Aug, 1 imm S on 14 Aug; Mor & 
Nairn 1 Lossiemouth 9 Sep, 10 Sep & 1 Culbin Bar 28 Sep; Caith 1 juv Noss Head 10 Sep, another 
on 15 Oct, 1 Dunnet Bay 6 Oct and 8 Oct, 1 Sinclair‘s Bay 29 Oct. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Winter-spring Ayr 1 N Stevenston Pt 14 Jan; NE Scot 1S 
Fraserburgh 29 Jan; Dumf & Gall 1 Caerlaverock 2 Feb were all out of season. Return to breeding 
areas noted Ork 11 Apr; Shet 12 Apr. 

Breeding: Shet 10 monitored sites gave 172 pairs, 15% decline since 1988, poor season, 114 apparently 
occupied territories Fair Isle; Ork 339 prs reported; Caith 22 birds in suitable habitat in June; Suth 
25 prs Handa; O Heb 76 breeding pairs; Arg 3 prs + single Jura 26 Jun, 37 prs Coll. 
Passage: NE Scot 59/3hrs Girdleness 15 Aug; Ang & Dun 86 past Arbroath 11 Aug; Loth 54 Hound 
Pt 9 Sep. Last birds noted NE Scot 26N Girdleness 28 Oct; Fife 4 Fife Ness 28 Oct; Loth 11 at 
three sites 28 Oct. 


* Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Shet 1 Fair Isle 26 May; Ork singles Papa Westray 
19 May, 15 Jun & 14 Jul, N Ronaldsay 5 Jun, 5 Aug & 29 Aug, Birsay 6 Jun, Egilsay 8 Sep; Caith 
1N South Head, Wick 3 Aug; O Heb 1N Aird An Runair 1 May & 34 on 2 May, 1 Rubha Ardvule 
14 May, 1 in the Minch 15 Jul, 1 Balivanich, Benbecula 20 Oct, ad South Grogarry 23 Oct & 2S 
off Rubha Ardvule 24 Oct; NE Scot 1N off Whinnyfold 8 Aug; Inv & Ross 5 ads Chanonry Pt 
13 May; Fife 1 Isle of May 26 Jul; Loth 1W Hound Pt 9 Oct. 
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Great Skua Stercorarius skua Winter: Shet 1 Oddsta 31 Jan, 1 Whalsay 26 Feb; NE Scot 2N Girdleness 
24 Jan; Arg Islay; 1 L Indaal and 1 dead Strand, 6 Feb, 1 Port Ellon 28 Nov. Main arrival Shet 
not until 31 Mar. 

Breeding Shet poor season, 896 prs Hermaness; Ork 60 prs reported; Suth 69 prs Handa; Arg 1 
pr proved and additional pair possible Coll, Ist for Argyll. 

Passage: Caith 60N/hr South Head, Wick 3 Aug; Bord 23N St Abb‘s 9 Sep. Last birds Shet 1 
Fair Isle 14 Nov; NE Scot 1 Girdleness 19 Nov; Loth 1E Hound Pt 18 Nov. 


* Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus Inv & Ross adult Rockfield, Easter Ross 9 Mar; Mor 
& Nairn Ist winter/lst summer Lossiemouth 2 Apr & 11 May; NE Scot adult Donmouth early 
Feb followed by adult Donmouth mid Feb, Ist summer Ythan 30 Apr & 14 May, ad Donmouth 
14 Nov-8 Dec; Fife 2nd winter Kilminning 22 Oct; Ayr 2nd summer Bogside 29 Apr; Loth Ist summer 
Musselburgh 13-14 May, adult E Hound Pt 24 Aug, adult Tyninghame 9 Sep; Bord 2nd summer 
St Abb’s Harbour 25 Apr. 


* Laughing Gull Larus atricilla Shet 2nd summer at Lerwick from 31 Aug-7 Sep. 
1984 O Heb 2nd winter at Balgarva, South Uist on 19 Feb. 


Little Gull Larus minutus Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. Most birds recorded 
in Ang & Dun with spring peaks of 210 Monikie Res 8 Apr and autumn peak of 287 S Arbroath 
17 Aug. 


Little Gull table ( p = present but data incomplete ) 


Shetland 1 1 1 1 Z 1 1 
Orkney ] 3 3 4 3} 1 

Caithness 1 1 

O Hebrides 1 2 3 1 1 

Inv & Ross i ] 
NE Scot p p p p p p p p 
Ang & Dun Dp. 150 p 210 1 p 2-28-2351 p p p 
Per & Kin 1 

Fife 1 1 25 5 2 4 43 6 81 109 
Argyll 8 2 

Clyde 1 1 

Ayrshire i 1 4 

Lothian 1 1 2 2 15 7 1 
Borders 5 5 1 
Total 4 151 LT 215 1 10>: *16°-:348° “288 93°" M4 1 


* Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini Ork ad Bay of Quoys, Hoy 10 May, ad west off Mull Head, Papa 
Westray 8 Aug; O Heb | Ist summer S Rubha Ardvule 25 Jun, 1 Ist summer Stinky Bay, Benbecula 
2 Jul, 2 juvs S Rubha Ardvule 24 Sep, 9 juvs S/3hrs Grogarry and 1 juv S Rubha Ardvule 23 Oct, 
16 juvs S/4hrs Ardivachar Point and 2 juvs S Rubha Ardvule 24 Oct; Ayr Ist summer Troon 13-16 
Aug, juv S Turnberry 16 Sep, juv S Troon 16 Sep; Shet 1 juv Gremista 30 Aug-8 Sep, 1 Norwick 
20 Oct; Suth 1 Point of Stoer 3 Sep; Arg 2 juvs S Uisaed Point 21 Sep, 1 juv S on 25 Sep; Loth 
juv Prestonpans 5 Oct; Inv & Ross 1 juv Staffin, Skye 20 Oct. 


* Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philadelphia O Heb |st summer Ardivachar, South Uist on 27 Aug. 
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Breeding Ork 798 prs at four sites; Caith 2007 prs at two sites; 
NE Scot 2750 prs at two sites; Fife 500 prs at one site; Arg 945 prs at 19 sites; Clyde 1332 prs 
at seven sites; Loth 3871 prs at six sites; Bord no count at Bemersyde but 1195 prs at seven other sites. 
Counts NE Scot 4300 Donmouth 22 Dec; Clyde 15,000 roosting Strathclyde Loch 21 Jan, 13,800 
on 18 Nov; Ayr 5000 Barassie 5 Feb; Loth 4000 Aberlady 26 Jan, 4000 Cramond 6 Feb; Bord 4000 
roosting Hirsel 15 Aug. 


* Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis Ayr ad Doonfoot 6-10 Jan, 3rd winter/sub ad Newton Shore 
13 Jan; Mor & Nairn | Elgin 8-11 Jan; Arg 1 ad Holy Loch 2 Feb, 2nd year Machir Bay, Islay 
4-12 May, 2nd winter L Indaal 14 Dec; Ork Ist winter Stromness 5 Mar-11 Apr, 2nd winter 5 Mar-1 
May. 


Common Gull Larus canus Breeding Arg 1050 prs at 25 sites; Bute 56 prs at four sites Arran; Ayr 
14 prs at five sites; Loth min 4 prs at two sites; Bord 11 prs at two sites. 

Counts Ayr 15,000 Meikle Craigs 27 Aug; Loth 10,000 roosting Gladhouse Res Jan-Mar, 5000 
Musselburgh 14 Apr; Bord 21,520 roosting Westwater Res 4 Apr, 6900 on 4 Oct. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Breeding Shet now very scarce Unst, only 3 prs located, 
did not breed Noss; Ork 95 prs at two sites; Per & Kin 1440 prs near Braco; Fife 643 prs Isle of 
May; Arg 567 prs at seven sites; Clyde 171 prs (121 prs on rooftops) at seven colonies, decline 
noted due to persecution; Loth 575 prs on four Forth Islands, 4 roof nesting prs Edinburgh; Bord 
1 pr St Abb’s; Dumf & Gall 2 prs at one site. 

Counts/winter Arg 750 Laggan, Kintyre 16 May; Clyde 780 roosting Barr Loch 23 Apr, 2000 roosting 
Strathclyde L 10 Sep, 950 roosting Hogganfield L 18 Sep, 54 roosting Balgray Res 31 Dec; Ayr 
660 Newton Shore 25 Jul. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus Breeding Per & Kin 41 nests near Braco, | pr L Valigan; Fife 1629 
prs Isle of May; Arg 4013-4393 prs at 21 colonies; Bute 7 prs at one site Arran; Loth 4117 prs 
at six Forth islands, continued persecution on Inchmickery, all 140 L argentatus and L fuscus nests 
destroyed, 4 roof nesting pairs at one site Edinburgh; Bord 387 AON St Abb’s, huge decline on 
1988, 87 AON at two other sites; Dumf & Gall 80 prs Scar Rocks. 

Counts Fife 4000 Coaltown of Balgonie 5 Jan; Arg 6000 Laggan Kintyre 6 Aug; Clyde 5200 roosting 
Strathclyde L 21 Jan, 10,000 on 31 Dec; Ayr 10,000 Meikle Craigs 27 Aug. 


* Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides Table shows minimum number of birds recorded. Counts: Inv 
& Ross 4 Ullapool and 6 Ardmair 7 Jan. Kumlien’s L g kumlieni: NE Scot the regular adult was 
present at Banff/Macduff from 1988 through to 12 Apr. 
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* Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Counts: O Heb 8 Stornoway Harbour 12 Feb; Inv & Ross 9 
Ullapool 7 Jan, 10 on 30 Mar. Minimum numbers reported given in table, but data incomplete 
from some areas. 


J F M A M J J A S O N D 
Shetland 17 12 6 5 2 1 1 2 4 10 10 8 
Orkney 1 2 4 if 6 4 1 3 3 
Caithness 2 1 2 3 2 | 1 
Sutherland 1 l 
Outer Hebrides 3 15 l l 3 6 2 1 7) 4 
Inverness & Rosshire 9 10 1 
Moray & Nairn l 1 1 1 1 1 
North East Scotland 4 4 5 4 3 1 4 4 4 4 
Angus & Dundee 1 2 1 1 l 1 
Fife 3 2 2 l 1 1 2 1 
Clyde 2 1 1 1 2 
Argyll 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 3 2 
Clyde 2 1 1 1 2 
Ayrshire 4 4 5 3 Z 1 3 3 4 3 5 
Lothian 2 1 3 3 
Borders 2 1 2 
Total 52) eat 4S 3022 13 4 7 U5 25e ol.- 42.26 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus Breeding Ork 746-796 prs at two sites; Suth 62 prs Handa; 
Arg 371-386 prs at 13 sites; Ayr 80-85 prs at two sites; Loth 5-8prs at 2-3 sites. 

Counts: Shet 1500 Spiggie 11 Jan, 1000 Fair Isle 20 Oct, 2 & 16-17 Nov; Mor & Nairn 1000 
Lossiemouth 4 Oct; NE Scot 800+ Ythan 25 Aug; Ang & Dun 400 North Esk 27 Aug; Fife 568 
The Goose Pools 28 Aug; 600 Eden mouth 13 Sep; Arg 430 L a‘ Phuill, Tiree 10 Oct. 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Breeding Shet another poor year, many colonies failed completely, counts 
at monitored colonies showed 14% decline on 1981; O Heb 2115 AON at nine sites Lewis; Mor 
& Nairn increase to 251 prs Covesea (160 prs in 1988); Fife 7564 Isle of May; Arg 901 AON Tiree; 
Ayr 2 prs Troon Harbour; Loth 2907 at five sites, excluding Bass Rock, continued increase; Bord 
19,066 AON St Abb’s is a substantial increase on 1988, 18 AON at one other site; Dumf & Gall 
75 nests Scar Rocks. 


* Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea Shet 1st winter at L of East Yell and Otterswick from 2-19 Dec, 
possibly since 27 Nov. . 


* Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis Loth adult at Musselburgh from 8-16 Aug, juvenile hybrid 
x Sandwich Tern on 8-12 and 25 Aug, also at Aberlady Bay on 2 Sep. These records no doubt 
relate to birds from the Farne Islands, Northumberland. 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Winter Ork 5 Jan-Feb records including 2 Stronsay 11 Jan and 
1 Stronsay 27 Nov; Loth 2 Hound Pt 5 Nov, 1 on 11 Nov. 

Arrival: Ork 1 N Ronaldsay 22 Mar; Ang & Dun 1N Arbroath 25 Mar; NE Scot | Rattray 27 Mar; 
main arrival noted mid-Apr. 

Breeding: Ork 499 birds at nine sites; NE Scot 744 prs Forvie, 239 prs Strathbeg; Loth 272 prs 
Inchmickery. ° 
Counts: Ang & Dun 1500S/hr Arbroath 23 Aug; Fife 810 Tory Lagoons 3 Sep; Loth 770 Aberlady 
23 Jul. Inland reports from Cent, Clyde, Loth, Bord. 
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* Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii Breeding Loth only S prs Inchmickery but 13 chicks ringed at another 
island site, pr + 2 young at mainland site 15 Jun. 

Counts/passage Ork 1 Stronsay 5 May; Fife 2 Shell Bay 14 May, 1 Isle of May 21 & 29 May and 
one in tern colony 29 Jun, 3 North Queensferry 27 May, 1 dead Lochore Meadows 3 Jun, | Kirkcaldy 
16 July, 2 ads & 2 juvs Pettycur Bay 2 Aug, 5 Burntisland 20 Aug, 1 Ruddon‘s Point 20 Aug, 
1 Anstruther 9-10 Sep; NE Scot 1 ad & 2 juvs Ythan 2 July; Arg 1 imm Gigha 20 Aug, 2S Frenchman’s 
Rocks, Islay 20-26 Aug, 1 ad off Scalasaig, Colonsay 23 Aug; Loth ad Port Edgar 17 July, 3 ads, 
1 juv 14 & 20 Aug and 1 ad on 30 Aug, 2 ads Aberlady 19 July. 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo Arrival: Ayr 1 Largs 19 Apr, 1 Irvine 27 Apr; Loth 2 Musselburgh 
30 Apr. 

Breeding Shet Another poor year, few young reared, full survey showed a 52% reduction since 
the last survey in 1980; Ork 196 birds at 14 colonies; NE Scot 196 prs Forvie, 93 prs St Fergus; 
Arg 1185 prs at 17 colonies monitored, 9 failed totally, additional 98 prs at 7 sites; Ayr 82 nests 
Hunterston; Loth 516 prs at two sites; Bord no breeding noted Westwater, Ist year of absence 
since 1978; there were no reports of inland nesting from southern Scotland; Dumf & Gall 52 prs 
at two sites. 

Last birds noted Loth 1E Hound Pt 27 Oct; Shet 1 Skerries 31 Oct-1 Nov. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Arrival: Loth 2 Gosford 20 Apr; O Heb 1 Rubha Ardvule 20 Apr. 
Breeding Shet another disastrous season, few young reared, full survey revealed a decrease of 60% 
since 1980; Ork 29,714 birds in 219 colonies; Caith 202 prs at three sites; O Heb 1370 prs in 18 
colonies Lewis & Harris; Mor & Nairn c270 prs Kinloss; NE Scot 550 prs St Fergus, 67 prs Forvie; 
Fife 250 clutches laid Isle of May, 2 prs on mainland; Arg 245 prs at 15 colonies monitored, complete 
failure at seven sites, cl104-120 young fledged, additional 682-749 prs at 39 sites; Bute 40 prs at 
two sites Arran; Ayr 35 prs Ballantrae, up to 8 prs summered Meikle Craigs; Loth 65 prs at two sites. 
Counts: Shet 2200 Papa Stour 21 May; NE Scot 500 Donmouth 21 Aug; Loth 450 Aberlady 30 
Jul. Last birds noted Caith 10 Dunnet Bay 10 Oct; NE Scot 1S Rattray 18 Nov. 


* Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus 1988 NE Scot 1 at Sands of Forvie on 2 Aug. 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons Arrival: Loth 1 Tyninghame 23 Apr; Arg Tiree 25 Apr. 

Breeding Caith 9 prs at one site; Suth 7 prs laid L Fleet & a further 5-6 prs present but colony 
robbed overnight 24 Jun; O Heb min 8 prs at only surviving colony Lewis, good season on Uists; 
Mor & Nairn | pr failed Moray; NE Scot min 29 prs bred Forvie; Ang & Dun 15 prs at three sites; 
Fife 1 pr attempted north-east Fife; Arg 46-61 prs Tiree, 24-31 prs Coll; Ayr 16 prs Ballantrae; 
Loth 47 prs at two sites; Dumf & Gall 4 prs L Ryan. 

Last birds recorded: Bute 1 Clauchlands Arran 8 Oct; Arg 1S Rhu Stafnish 21 Oct. 


* Black Tern Chlidonias niger Ork 1 Graemeshall Holm 13-14 May and singles North Ronaldsay 
15 Jul, 19-24 Aug; O Heb IN Aird an Runair 13 & 18 May; NE Scot 1 Ythan 4 Jun; Ang & Dun 
1 Arbroath cliffs 11 Aug; Fife 1 L Gelly 24-30 Jul, 1 Isle of May 14 Aug, 1 Goose Pools 18 Aug; 
Arg 1S lower L Fyne 6 Sep; Ayr 1 North Craig Res 21 Jul; Loth 1 from MV Gardiloo 29 Aug, 
2S Barns Ness 30 Aug, 3N on 9 Sep, 4 Hound Pt 24 Sep, IN Dunbar 29 Sep; Bord 1N St Abb’s 
3 Sep; Dumf & Gall 1 Corsewall Pt 9 Sep. 


* White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus NE Scot probable 2nd summer at Meikle Loch 
on 25-26 Jun. 


Guillemot Uria aalge Breeding Shet significant decline noted at most study plots although breeding 
success remains good; counts at entire colonies gave 9210 individuals Sumburgh Head, 15,705 
Hermaness & 32,321 Fair Isle; Fife increase to 12,736 prs Isle of May; Loth 5489 birds on Forth 
Islands excluding Bass Rock; Bord 30,788 birds on ledges St Abb’s, continued increase; Dumf & 
Gall 700 ads Scar Rocks 2 Jul. Count Inv & Ross 4000 Beauly Firth 3 Mar. 


* Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria /omvia Shetland 1 at Sumburgh Head from 16 Jun-11 Jul. 
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Razorbill A/ca torda Breeding Fife 2613 individuals, 2075 prs Isle of May; Loth continued increase, 
216 sites on four Forth Islands; Bord 1761 birds & 785 AON St Abb’s was an increase in birds 
but a drop in apparent nests; Dumf & Gall 40 ads Scar rocks 2 Jul. 


Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Breeding Shet Fair Isle census revealed 345 ads in breeding plumage; 
Mor & Nairn | pr bred Portknockie for fourth year, 2nd pr present nearby but probably did not 
breed; Bute 3 prs proved Arran, others present; Ayr 8-11 prs reported at three sites. 

Counts: Shet 680 Blue Mull 2 Nov; Fife singles Largo Bay 18-19 Nov & 3 Dec; Loth few, remains 
scarce; Bord 1 ad N St Abb’s 11 Aug, continuous run of summer records. 


Little Auk Alle alle Low numbers Jan-May, max Shet 46/hr Sumburgh Head 2 Jan; Ork survey 
of Scapa Flow found 220 in Jan. More birds in autumn but still scarce max Shet 150/hr Sumburgh 
Head 3 Nov, 63 Sullom Voe & 10S Yell Sound 28 Nov; Mor & Nairn 678W Lossiemouth 25 Nov; 
Fife 20S Isle of May 22 Nov. 


Puffin Fratercula arctica Breeding Shet widespread failure at colonies although another successful 
season was experienced on Fair Isle, where a census indicated a population possibly as large as 
70,000 individuals; Fife 18,600 occupied burrows Isle of May; Loth 2350 birds Inchkeith 18 Jun, 
3000-3500 birds Craigleith 11 Jun; Bord increase in onshore and offshore numbers, record maximum 
104 ashore St Abb’s 17 Jun. 


Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columbia livia Counts: Ork 300 L of Clumly 2 Oct & 15 Nov; Per & 
Kin 600 Tibbermore 28 Jan; Arg 270 Gartmairn, Islay 22 Dec; Clyde 500 East Candrens, Paisley 
16 Jan; Ayr 300 Highfield 3 Jun, 300 Sandyford 16 Dec; Loth 434 Straiton Pond 6 Jan, 380 Leith 
Docks 29 Aug. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas Counts include Ang & Dun 60 near Montreathmont 15 Mar; Clyde 
90+ Bishopton 15 Feb-14 Mar; Ayr 66 Crawfurdland 28 Feb. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus Counts: NE Scot 4000 Longside 31 Dec, 10,000 White Crow Wood 
12 Dec; Ayr c2000 Mochrum Hill 8 Nov; Loth 2000 Longniddry-Haddington 27 Jan; Bord 2000 
Kirkbank Station 14 Jan. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Counts: NE Scot 70 Drums 7 Jan; Fife 101 Cupar 8 Nov; 
Clyde 160 Summerston 3 Sep. 


* Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur Shet 16 in spring, main influx 17-30 May when present at 12 
sites, then in summer 1-2 Fair Isle 12-16 Jun, 1 Foula 26 June, 1 Dunrossness 27 Jul, and in autumn 
8 birds 3 Sep-4 Nov, 1 overwintering Helendale 22 Dec into 1990; Ork 31 reports of 1-2 birds 18 
May-25 Jun (19 from North Ronaldsay), only later reports were of single birds Harray 23 Jul, 
Stronsay 23 Sep and Birsay 25 Sep; Suth 1 Embo 29 Oct; O Heb 1 Stornoway 13 Oct; NE Scot 
1 Newburgh 25 May, | Kirkton of Slains 28 May, 1 L of Strathbeg 20 Jun; Ang & Dun | Fishtown 
of Usan 5 May; Per & Kin 1 near Braco 3 Jun; Fife 1 Isle of May 16 May-1 Jun, 1 on 11 Jul; 
Arg 1 Pennyghael, Mull 15 May, 1 Sunderland Farm, Islay 22 May and 1 Easter Ellister, Islay 
15 Jun, 1 Balnamoil, Kintyre 17 Jun; Clyde 1 Endrick Mouth 30 Jul; Ayr 1 Stevenston 26 Sep; 
Loth 1 Gosford Estate 25-26 May, 1 Dirleton 13 Jun; Bord 2 birds Littledean (Eye/Ale confluence) 
12 Jul, may have summered; Dumf & Gall 1 Laurieston 21 Sep, 1 Ervie Rhins 24-28 Oct. 


* + Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri Loth 1 Duddingston 18-21 Oct had been present 
for 2-3 weeks. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Arrival: very early bird noted Arg, Colonsay 29-30 Mar, Taynuilt 3 Apr; 
Ayr | Kyle Forest 3 Apr; NE Scot 1 Braemar 4 Apr, next not until 15 Apr when 1 L Stroan, Dumf 
& Gall; regular arrivals noted thereafter. Last birds were Ang & Dun 1 Auchmithie 4 Sep. 
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* Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythrophthalmus At sea exhausted bird found on oil platform 
in Maureen Field, North Sea area Forties on 30 Sep was taken into care and released on | Oct. 


* + Eagle Owl Bubo bubo Arg 1 near Arduaine Jul-Sep, presumably an escape. 


Barn Owl 7yto alba Breeding Suth 3 records; NE Scot 6 records from five sites & 1 pr reared b/2 
Turriff, Ist in NE Scot since 1981; Per & Kin 1 territory reported; Fife 1 pr recorded; Arg 8-22 
territories; Clyde min 8 territories; Bute 3-5 territories Arran; Ayr 15-16 prs reported; Loth only 
1 possible territory; Bord min 50 birds reported from 48 localities although breeding only proved 
at one site. 


* Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca Shet 2 9@ on Fetlar for most of year, Q at Norwick, Unst on 
22 May and 8 Nov presumed to be a Fetlar bird, 1st summer CG Fetlar on 7-9 Apr after release 
from care was also seen at Eshaness from 19-26 Jun and later on Ronas Hill, immature CO on Fair 
Isle on 25 May; Ork @ or immature on North Ronaldsay on 14 Jun. 


Little Owl Athene noctua Loth dead juv Morham 23 Jul, no sightings at usual site; Bord increased 
records - 1 Newmains Farm, Reston 26 May-mid Jun, 2 there mid Jun-mid Nov, no confirmation 
of breeding, 1 Redpath 16 Jun, 1 Byre Walls, Gordon in Jun, 1 Mack’s Mill in Jun, 1 Blakelaw 
in Jul, 1 calling Greenrig, Fogo 10 Jul; Dumf & Gall 1 near Moniaivie, Nithsdale 1 Jun. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco Breeding: Arg poorest year in 1983-1989 study area Glenbranter, 30 prs 
laid rearing 20 yng; Dumf & Gall most pairs did not breed Newton Stewart Forest District study area. 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus Breeding: max number of breeding territories recorded were Shet 1; 
Ork 1; Caith 1; Mor & Nairn 7; NE Scot 9; Ang & Dun 6; Per & Kin 2; Fife 2; Arg 1; Clyde 4; 
Ayr 2; Loth 1; Bord 5; Dumf & Gall 2. 

Counts: Ork 12 Berstain Pltn 20 Dec, 7 St Ola 28 Dec; Fife 4 Isle of May 28 Oct, record arrival 
c50 on 29 Oct, 6 on 30 Oct, 3 Fife Ness 28 Oct, max 12 on 1 Nov. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Max number of territories reported Ork 21; Caith 4; O Heb 21 
on Uists; Per & Kin very poor season, low vole numbers; Arg min 28 including 20 on Islay; Clyde 
14; Bute 10 prs Arran; Ayr 7, numbers down in south; Loth 2; Bord 21; Dumf & Gall scarce and 
virtually no young reared most areas. 

Counts Clyde 10 Hareshaw Forest 24 Mar; Ayr 11 Cragdullyeart-Craigsheil 27 Sep, 10 Bogton 
L/Moss 25 Nov-end Dec; Loth 9 Tailend Moss 16 Oct. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus Breeding Arg Ist recorded 22 May, 5 Oo at four sites; Bute 4 
Oo’ holding territory Arran; Dumf & Gall 4 singing New Abbey, 3 in clear-felled area, 1 on old 
heather, 1 Appin, Nithsdale 1 Jun, apparent decline in traditional Bennan Forest area, only 1 churring 
17 Jun, 1 seen and heard in clear-fell, Bargaly Glen, Wigtown 15-19 Jul & 23 Aug was in new area; 
Bord | singing Eildon Hall 13 Aug. 

A single migrant was at Fetlar, Shet 21-22 Jun. 


Swift A pus apus Arrival: Dumf & Gall 1 Caerlaverock 21 Apr; Ayr 1 Ayr 22 Apr; Clyde 5 Baron‘s 
Haugh 26 Apr; Loth | Beeslack 26 Apr; main arrival from 7-8 May. 

Counts: Fife 320 Kilconquhar L 27 Jul; Clyde 350 Balgray Res 31 Jul. 

Departure: Clyde 2 Glasgow 27 Sep; Loth 2 Seafield Pond 25 Oct and an extremely late individual . 
NE Scot at Kincardine 15 Nov. 


* Pallid Swift Apus pallidus Shet 1 Sumburgh Airport 8 Aug. 


* Alpine Swift Apus melba Caith 1 The Mall, Thurso 20-21 July: Inv & Ross 1 at Boat of Garten 
on 24 Jul. 
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Kingfisher A/cedo atthis Breeding: number of territories recorded NE Scot 7 on R Don; Per & 
Kin 5; Fife 2-4; Cent min 2 prs; Arg | possible; Clyde 16; Ayr 7 possible, 2 proved; Loth 3 possible, 
1 proved; Bord recorded from 15 sites during year; Dumf & Gall 5. 


* Bee-eater Merops apiaster Shet 2 at Scalloway from 20-24 May, also at Kergord on 24 May, with 
another Scalloway on 21-22 Jul; Ork Q on North Ronaldsay from 18-20 Jun. 

1987 Ang & Dun 1 at Montrose from 4-6 Jun. 

1988 Inv & Ross | at L Fleet on 20 Jul. 


* Hoopoe Upupa epops Shet 1 Ollaberry 24 Apr, 1 Bastavoe 26-27 Apr, 1 Fetlar 13 May, 1 Ramnageo 
17-20 May; Ork 1 Burray 14 Oct, 1 Rousay 17-18 Nov when found dead; Caith 1 Papigoe 30 Oct, 
then seen Wick 31 Oct-8 Nov found dead Orkney 18 Nov; Inv & Ross 1 Fort Augustus 20-21 Apr; 
Mor & Nairn 1 Duffus 5 May, 1 Monaughty 12 Sep; Fife 1 Fife Ness 22-23 Sep; Arg 1 Octofad, 
Islay 28 Apr, 1 Mishmish Lochs, Mull 8-9 May then Dervaig 10- 7 May, 1 Tangymoil 21 May, 
1 Ballimony, Islay 4-11 Oct; Bord 1 Chirnside 24 Apr. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla Spring: Shet 1 Grutness 14 May, 1-3 Fair Isle 12-16 May, 1 on 18 May, 
1 Northdale, Unst 21 May; NE Scot 1 Kilnhillock and 1 Bullers of Buchan 12 May, 1 Drums and 
1 Hatterseat 13 May. 

Breeding: Inv & Ross 1 pr nested successfully, additional 2 prs and 5 singles at six sites but no 
proof of nesting. 

Autumn: Shet singles Fair Isle 27 Aug & 13 Sep with 5 on 10 Sep; Loth 1 Westbarns 24 Sep, 1 
Barns Ness 1 Oct; Bord 1 St Abb’s 16-17 Sep & 21-24 Sep possibly same. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis Breeding: potential number of territories Mor & Nairn 1 pr reared 
1-2 young Pluscarden, another pair nested unsuccessfully Upper Findhorn, present five other sites, 
first proved breeding; NE Scot 2 proved but widespread in Deeside; Ang & Dun 13; Per & Kin 
proved at six sites; Fife 14 sites, 4 pairs proved; Cent 5 sites, 3 prs proved; Arg | possible; Clyde 
8 possible; Ayr 1 possible; Loth 16-19 territories; Bord recorded from 26 sites during year; Dumf 
& Gall 5 sites. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major Breeding: Clyde 27 prs reported; Ayr 9 territories 
reported; Loth 40 possible territories reported; Bord reported from 30 sites. 


* Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla Shet singles on Fair Isle on 13 May, 4-8 Oct, 6-14 
Oct, and 20-27 Oct, also singles at Northdale, Unst from 22-29 Sep, and at Grutness on 8-9 Oct; 
Ork singles on North Ronaldsay on 26-30 Sep, and 3-5 Oct. 


Skylark Alauda arvensis Counts: Shet 850 Fair Isle 6 Mar, 600 Grutness 6 Oct; Clyde 600 Thankerton 
25 Feb, 800 West Candrens, Paisley 17 Oct. 


* Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris Fife 1 Kilminning 9-10 Feb; Shet 1 Skaw, Unst 2 Apr; Loth 
2 Tyninghame 24 Oct, 1 from 25 Nov to 1990; Bord 1 Fancove Head 15 Nov. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia Arrival Clyde 1 Strathclyde Park 11 Mar; Per & Kin 1 Vane Farm 
15 Mar; Loth 1 Musselburgh 26 Mar; Bord 1 Duns Castle Loch, 20 Melrose sewage works 26 Mar, 
widespread by 28 Mar. 

Breeding Suth 47 prs in two colonies; NE Scot 1267 prs at three sites; Arg 564-572 prs at 24 colonies; 
Clyde 1532 prs at 10 colonies, 26 nests in three colonies Glen Fruin representing a recolonisation 
of W Dunbartonshire; Ayr 805-820 prs in 15 colonies reported; Loth 141 prs at six sites; Bord 1204 
prs at 12 colonies; Dumf & Gall 126 prs at three sites. 

Counts Clyde 400 Baron‘s Haugh 22 Apr, 1200 roosting Raith Haugh 14 Jul; Ayr c900 L o’ th‘ 
Lowes 20 Jul; Loth 300 Linlithgow 26 Aug. Last birds noted Fife 1 Isle of May 25 Sep; Bord 15 
Reston 25 Sep. 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica Arrival: very early arrival in main areas 27-29 Mar with Dumf & Gall, 
Ayr, Bute and Fife having birds on the first of these dates, few birds involved though and main 
influx noted between mid and late Apr. Counts: NE Scot 1400 L of Leys 31 Aug; Clyde 300 roost 
Barr Loch 1 Sep; Dumf & Gall 1000+ Black Water of Dee Valley 9 Sep. Departure: many birds 
into Nov including Bord 30 Jedburgh 11 Nov with Bute 1 Brodick, Arran 17-24 Nov and Arg 1 
Port Ellon, Islay 24 Nov being the latest. 


House Martin Delichon urbica Arrival: early arrivals noted Bord 3N Eyemouth 27 Mar; Loth 2 
Tyninghame 29 Mar; Dumf & Gall 1 L Ken 30 Mar. Early arrivals noted elsewhere but general 
arrival not until late Apr. Counts: Clyde 400 Cardross 10 Sep; Loth 300 Dalmeny 20 Aug, 350 
Linlithgow 26 Aug. Last birds noted NE Scot 2 Cults 7 Nov; Ayr 1 Mochrum 8 Nov. 


* Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae Shet 1 Norwick 4 Oct, singles Fair Isle 5-15 Oct & 15-23 
Oct, 2 on 29-30 Oct and singles on 4 Nov & 7-9 Nov, | Baltasound 1 Nov, 1 Norwick 3 Nov, 1 
Tingwall 19 Nov; Ork 1 N Ronaldsay 14,16 & 17 Oct; Mor & Nairn 1 Kingston 26 Feb & 2 Mar, 
one of the two from Nov 88 apparently wintered; NE Scot 1 Donmouth 6 May. 


* Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi Ork 1 on North Ronaldsay on 3 Octd; Shet 1 on Fair Isle from 
4-24 Oct. 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Arrival: earliest arrivals noted in south western strongholds with Dumf 
& Gall 8 Apr and Ayr, Clyde and Argyll on 9 Apr. Away from this area the next arrival was not 
until Bord 18 Apr. 

Breeding: Fife less than 10 prs likely to have bred; Clyde 114 prs reported; Ayr up to 26 singing 
oo’; Loth 10-13 territories at six sites; Bord 7 territories at six sites. 

Last birds were Dumf & Gall 14 Sep and 6 very late birds Fife Ness Fife 29 Oct. 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Counts: Shet 900 Fair Isle 1 Sep; Fife c1000 Isle of May 22 Sep; 
Arg c500 Carrick Pt 30 Oct; Ayr 500+ Nith Lodge 10 Sep; Dumf & Gall 650 Mull cf Galloway 9 Oct. 


* Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 1988 Fife 1 on Isle of May from 14-17 May. 


Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus Counts: Ork 92 N Ronaldsay 25 Sep; Bute 60+ Drumadoon, Arran 
11 Mar; Bord 55 St Abb’s 6 Dec. Inland: O Heb 2 Rueval, S Uist 7 Oct-end year; Bord 1 NW 
Hensol 18 Oct. 

* Scandinavian /ittoralis: Shet 1 Boddam 5 Mar, | Fair Isle mid Apr-early Jun; NE Scot 1 Inverugie 
31 Mar, 1 Rattray 13 May; Ang & Dun | Balmossie 26-29 Mar; Arg 1 Cuil Bay 27 Mar; Loth 1 
Barns Ness 19 Mar, 3 on | Apr; Bord 1 Burnmouth 11 Mar. 


* Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta Ang & Dun | Broughty Ferry 1988-26 Mar; Loth | Aberlady 21-28 
Jan. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava Arrival Bord 2 Birgham 15 Apr; Clyde 2 Gilmourton, Strathaven 
26 Apr. 

Breeding Clyde only 3 prs reported Avondale, 2 other pairs possible; Loth 1-3 prs at two sites; 
Bord 10 prs at five sites. Last bird noted Bord Dunglass 17 Sep. 

Blue-headed flava Shet 7 from 9 May-8 Jul; Caith 1 L Kaise 4 Jun; NE Scot 1 Strathbeg 29 Jun; 
Ang & Dun 1 Elliot 8-31 Jul; Arg 1 Sanda 25 May, 1 Octofad, Islay 20 Aug; Loth 1 Barns Ness 
26 Jul. * Grey-headed thunbergii Shet 9 from 11 May-22 Sep; Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 10 Jun; 
NE Scot 1! Starnafin, Strathbeg 29 May, 1 Rattray 13-14 May. 


* Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola Shet 1 Fair Isle 27 Aug. 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Counts: Bute 30 Brodick coup 8 Aug; Ayr 15S/lhrs North Glentrool 
24 Sep; Loth 19 Almondell 25 Sep. 


33 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba Counts: NE Scot roosts of 400 Dyce Airport 8 Jan, 350 Banchory 
6 Apr and 350 Altens 8 Oct; Ang & Dun 200 Lurgie‘s reedbed, Montrose Basin 16 Mar; Clyde 
170 Cardross Bay 10 Sep, roost 230 East Kilbride 18 Oct. 

White alba Ork 20 Papa Westray 2 May; O Heb 35 Balranald 30 Apr; Fife 25 Goose pools 1 May; 
Ayr 48 Maidens-Dipple 18 Apr: 60 Irvine Beach Park 25 Apr. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus Good numbers remaining from 1988, especially Clyde, NE Scot and 
Loth although data incomplete except from Clyde. Last birds recorded Fife 4 Dunfermline 4 May; 
Mor & Nairn 20 Elgin 5S May, and Inv & Ross 16 Insh 6 May. Very few autumn from 26 Oct when 
1 Fair Isle Shet. Recorded from 5 areas, max 22 Edinburgh Loth 6 Nov and 15 Stirling Cent 24 Dec. 


Area J UF My AM... Area tor MAS M 


Shetland 2 Central : 100 16 

Orkney 2 Clyde 636 283 64 67 
Mor & Nairn 35.- 30 56 20 Ayrshire 53 4 6 

NE Scotland 55 100 40 10 Lothian 365 50 op 126 
Ang & Dundee Dragl2ie lS) 48 Borders 39 222-10) 20h 2 

Per & Kin 20 17 1 Dumf & Gall 4 4 

Fife 168 30 104 40 4 

Totals 1477 547 256 358 24 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus Breeding Arg no proved breeding Islay; Clyde 20 prs R Clyde Tulliford- 
Merryton; Bute 14 prs Arran; Bord 10 prs Eye Water, Reston-Eyemouth. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Breeding Shet 31 singing Go’ Fair Isle. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis Passage: Shet small influx 9-18 Apr, max 30 Fair Isle 11 Apr with 
22 elsewhere on this date; Fife 30 Fife Ness 7 Sep. 


Robin Erithacus rubecula Autumn passage peaks noted 27-31 Oct eg Shet poor autumn passage, 
max 25 Fair Isle on 29 Oct, small influx elsewhere 29 Oct-5 Nov; Ork max 35 N Ronaldsay 31 
Oct; Mor & Nairn 20-30 heard over Elgin night of 27-28 Oct, 13 on beach Buckie 29 Oct; NE Scot 
few migrants max 20 Patterseat 29 Oct; Fife Isle of May max of only 15 on 28-29 Oct and c100 
Balcomie 28 Oct; Loth 12 Barns Ness 28 Oct. 


* Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia Shet singles on Fair Isle on 21 May, 21-23 May, 24-26 May, 
and 25 May, also 1 at Sumburgh on 4 Jun. 
Addition: 1988 Shet 1 at Voe on 14 May. 


* Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Shet 1 Northdale, Unst 21 May; NE Scot 1 Bullers of Buchan 
12 May; Fife 1 Isle of May 4-8 Sep; Arg 1 Rhu House, West L Tarbet 25 May @. 


* Bluethroat Luscinia svecica Shet recorded between 12 May & 8 Jun with max 12 Fair Isle 21 May, 
in autumn 1-2 between 18 Aug & 5 Nov; Ork 1 Stronsay 21 May, 1 North Ronaldsay 29 Oct & 
1-2 Nov; Caith 1 Noss Head 20 May; Inv & Ross | Isle Martin 22 May, 1 L Quoich 4 Jun; Mor 
& Nairn 1 Port Gordon 14 May; NE Scot singles Kilnhillock and Girdleness 12 May; Fife 1 Isle 
of May 15 Apr, 2 on 13 May, 1 till 17 May, 1 on 21-22 May, 1 on 3 Oct, singles Fife Ness 12 & 13 May. 


* Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Winter-spring: Shet 1 Fair Isle 9 Feb; Ayr 2 Bennane Head 
26 Feb-19 Mar. 
Spring-Autumn (see table): spring max 6 Fair Isle, Shet 2 Apr. Autumn max occurred on 28-29 
Oct when around 71 birds were recorded from Bord to Shet with max 8 Fife Ness and 12 Isle of 
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May Fife 28 Oct. Outwith the table period Shet 1 Fair Isle 17 Jun and singles from 12 Aug; Inv 
& Ross 1 Cairngorm 18 Jul; Arg 1 Sanda Island 7 Jul. 
Winter: Arg 1 Ch Mull of Kintyre 19 Dec. 


Mar Apr May Jun Sep Oct Nov 
16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 
Shetland 10 3 2 6 3 | 8 4 1 
Orkney 3 2 2 17 1 
Caithness 2 
O Hebrides 2 
Mor & Nairn 1 
NE Scotland ?) 1 14 1 
Ang & Dundee 1 1 4 1 
Fife 1 1 1 1 21 4 
Lothian l 6 
Borders 3 2 3 
Dumf & Gall 1 1 
Total 6 19 6 3 9 3 1 2 2) 73 10 5 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Arrival: early birds noted Suth 1 Handa 1 Apr & NE Scot 1 
Girdleness 4 Apr. The next birds were Caith 7 Apr, Loth 8 Apr, widespread by 16-21 Apr. 
Breeding: NE Scot 13 prs at four sites; Fife 2 prs at two sites; Ayr up to 22 territories; Bord 96 
territories at 62 sites. 

Last birds noted Shet 1 Baltasound 30 Oct; Ork 1 Stromness 1 Nov. 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Arrival: very early bird Arg Colonsay 29 Mar, next not until Suth i 
Handa 14 Apr and another Arg Tiree 19 Apr. Next arrivals 23 Apr-3 May. 

Departure: Last birds noted Shet | Fair Isle 12 Oct; Bute 1 Glenrosa, Arran 14 Oct; Ork 1 North 
Ronaldsay 3 Nov. 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata Breeding Ork 85 prs reported; Caith 13-17 prs reported; Mor & Nairn 
significant recovery 12 inland moorland sites occupied although only one pair proved to breed on 
coast; NE Scot 8 prs at six sites is an increase; Per & Kin bred at four localities; Cemt 2 prs at 
one site 20 May; Arg 29-30 prs in three prs in three areas; Clyde continued increase, 29 territorial 
territorial pairs; Bute 54 territories Arran; Ayr 16 prs reported; Loth min 3 prs; Bord possibly bred 
one site, increase in passage and winter birds. 

* Eastern Stonechat stejnegeri/maura: Fife 9 or immature at Fife Ness from 28-30 Oct. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Arrival: early birds noted Clyde 1 Glengavel and Arg 1 Colonsay, 
both 12 Mar; next birds Bord 1 St Abb’s Head 18-19 Mar; Loth & Ayr 21 Mar, most areas by 
27 Mar; main arrival noted late Mar-early Apr. Counts: Shet 520 Fair Isle 13 May, 700 on 23 Sep; 
Ork 244 North Ronaldsay 8 May, 200 on 23 Sep; Fife 100 Isle of May 4 May. 

Departure: Arg 1 Laggan 4 Nov, | Jura 6 Nov, 1 Mull 11 Nov; Ork 1 N Ronaldsay 12 Nov. 


* Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka Shet 1st winter G on Fair Isle on 10 Oct. 


* Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica O Heb C of race O h melanoleuca at Tigharry, North 
Uist from 19-20 May. 


* Grey-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus O Heb Ist winter bird Liniclate, Benbecula 29 Oct. 
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Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus Arrival: very early bird Dumf & Gall Dromore, Wigtown 7 Mar, 
b/3 there by 15 Apr; next arrivals noted Shet & Fife 27 Mar; Arg 29 Mar and Ayr 30 Mar. 
Late birds were Fife 1 Isle of May 17 Nov and Loth 1 Edinburgh 15 & 17 Nov with 1 Broxburn 
26 Nov-9 Dec and Per & Kin 2 Killiecrankie most of Dec exceptionally late. 


* Black-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis Loth 1st winter bird at Preston Grange 25 Dec. 
1987 Shet G at Toab on 11 Nov. 


Blackbird Turdus merula Counts Shet 120 Fair Isle 8 Apr, 350 on 29 Oct, 500 on 31 Oct, 100 Kergord 
29 Oct; Ork max 100 North Ronaldsay 29 Oct; NE Scot fall 28 Oct with 100 Rattray, 50 Cruden 
Bay, 20 Collieston; Fife 80-600 Isle of May 27-31 Oct, 1000+ Balcomie 28 Oct; Loth 30 Seacliff, 
100 Scoughall & 40 Barns Ness 28 Oct; Bord 50 St Abb‘s 28 Oct, 45 on 29 Oct. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Winter-spring Clyde 5000 Drumboy, Strathaven 26 Apr. 

Summer NE Scot | Glen Clunie 10 Aug, 12 Glen Tanar 18 Aug; Fife 1 Cullaloe Res 7 Jun-14 Jul; 
Arg | Scalasaig, Colonsay 18 Aug: Bord 3 summer records May-Jun. 

Autumn-winter: main passage 29 Oct-4 Nov Shet 5500 Fair Isle 29 Oct; Inv & Ross 5000 near Garve 
30 Oct; Mor & Nairn 5000 Blacksboat 17 Nov, 5000 Dufftown-Tomintoul 18 Nov; Ang & Dun 
2000 Glen Isla 29 Oct; 2500/hr past Arbroath; Per & Kin 2-3000 Glen Artney 3 Nov; Arg 2000 
Ardmore, Islay 6 Nov; Clyde 2000 Inversnaid 3 Nov; Loth 3500 Gullane 29 Dec. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Migration: Shet max 7 Skerries 29 Oct, 12 Norwick 30 Oct, 150 
Fair Isle 4 Oct, 90 on 29 Oct; NE Scot two flocks of 10 Cruden Bay, Rattray 28 Oct; Fife 100 
Fife Ness 28 Oct, 50-180 Isle of May 27-31 Oct; Arg ‘hundreds’ around lighthouse Mull of Kintyre 
18 & 28 Oct; Bord max 12 St Abb’s 28 Oct. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus Winter-spring: no significant counts. Breeding: Shet 1 pr bred Lerwick 
rearing two broods; Ork | in song St Ola 4 May-end Jun; Inv & Ross 10-14 prs at 11 sites Lochaber, 
at least four pairs nested, 5-15 prs at 13 sites Strathspey, at least 2 pairs nested, 3-9 prs Inverness 
at four sites, three pairs definitely nested; Mor & Nairn singing at two sites but no proof of breeding; 
Bord GC singing and pair giving anxiety calls at one site 18 May but no further indication of possible 
breeding. 

Autumn-winter Shet main passage 29 Oct-4 Nov, peaks 10,000 Fair Isle, 1000 Unst & 1000 Kergord 
29 Oct; Grk 2500 North Ronaldsay 4 Oct; Inv & Ross 2000 near Garve 30 Oct; Fife 5000 Isle of 
May 27 Oct, 6500 on 28 Oct & 4000 on 31 Oct; Ayr c2000 Bogton L-Martnaham L 5 Nov; Loth 
peaks on 28 Oct included 1700W/2 hrs Barns Ness & 1100 Seacliff; Bord 3000 roosting with min 
1500/3 hrs overhead St Abb’s 4 Oct, 3500-4000 in off sea there 28 Oct, heavy passage in low cloud 
27-29 Oct Tweedbank, thousands involved; Dumf & Gall 1600 Caerlaverock 23 Oct. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Counts NE Scot 50 Moss of Kirkhill 2 Aug; Per & Kin 100 
Killiecrankie Sep, 53 Balnaguard 9 Oct; Arg 50 Inverary 19 Sep; Clyde 50 Hamilton 12 Sep. 


* Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata Shet 1 Fair Isle 16-18 Sept and 11 Oct. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia Arrival Ayr | Ballantrae 15 Apr followed by Clyde 3 singing | 
Stand 17 Apr and Loth 1 Seafield pond 17 Apr, not recorded Shet until 1 May. Breeding NE Scot 

birds at 14 sites Apr-Jul including 7 at suitable breeding sites in May; Per & Kin 10 singing dc 

Tay reedbed; Fife 4-7 territories at two sites; Arg min 17 territories at two sites; Clyde 53 territories; 
Ayr up to 37 territories; Loth 4-12 territories at eleven sites; Bord 14 possible territories; Dumf 
& Gall 14 reeling Kenmuir Holms 4 May. 

Last recorded Fife 1 Isle of May 4 Oct & Shet 1 Boddam 29 Oct was the latest ever by ten days 
for Shetland. 


* Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola Shet | Fair isle 13 Sept. 
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Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Arrival: an unusually early bird was heard singing 
at Thurso, Caithness on 3 Apr; the next arrival was Fife 1 Balcomie 15 Apr followed by Clyde 
1 Lochwinnoch 25 Apr; widespread by 6 May. 

Breeding Ork 29 territories reported; O Heb 14 territories Uists & Benbecula; Ang & Dun 48 prs 
at three sites: Per & Kin 174 prs in 7.5km of Tay reedbed; Cent 16-17 prs at four sites; Clyde 330 
territories; Ayr up to 100 territories: Loth 151 territories at seven sites; Bord 112 territories at 37 sites. 
Departure: Last birds noted Loth 1 Tailend 22 Sep & Bute 1 Clauchlands, Arran 23 Sep. 


* Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum Ork | trapped North Ronaldsay 4 Oct ¢ . 
1985 Shet 1 on Noss on 14 Aug. 


* Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris Fife one Isle of May 24 May; Shet min nine individuals 
Fair Isle with 1-3 on 4-20 June and 1 on 4 Jul, 1 Sumburgh Hotel 4 Jun, 1 Boddam 4 Jun, 1 Scatness 
11 June, 1 Sumburgh Hotel 9 Sept. 


* Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus Shet 1 Fair Isle 24-25 May, 1 Voe 30 May-1 Jun, 2 Fair 
Isle 20 Aug with singles on nine dates 27 Aug-14 Sep, 1 on 18 Oct, 1 Halligarth 21-22 Sep, 1 Grutness 
24 & 27 Sep, last 1 there on 2 Nov-3 Nov; Ork 1 Stronsay 24 May; Caith 1 St Johns 4 Nov; Inv 
& Ross | singing Eigg 14 Jun; NE Scot i Strathbeg ‘during Jul’; Fife 1 Isle of May 26-27 Aug; 
Bord singles St Abb‘s 24 Aug & 1 Oct. 


* Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata Shet \st winter bird on Fair Isle from 22-27 Sep. 


* Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina Spring Shet in May, Fair Isle 1 on 21, 4 on 22, 1 on 23 & 
24, 2 on 25 and elsewhere 1 Voe 22 May, | Halligarth 25-27 May, 1 Scatness 27-28 May, 2 Frakkafield 
28 May, | Burrafirth 13 Jun & 1 Voe 27 Jun; Ork 1 Stronsay 16 Jun; Inv & Ross 1 singing Glen 
Moidart 5-10 Jun. 

Autumn Shet singles Fair Isle 13 & 15 Aug, Noness 16 Aug, Catfirth 20 Aug, Sumburgh Hotel 
9 Sep and latest ever by 24 days at Kergord 29 Oct; Ork 1 Deerness 14 Sep, 2 North Ronaldsay 
22 Dec; Fife 1 Isle of May 26 Aug, 1 Fife Ness 12 Sep. 


* Spectacled Warbler Sy/via conspicillata 
1979 correction: Shet c' on Fair Isle on 4-5 Jun now considered unacceptable. 


* Subalpine Warbler Sy/via cantillans Shet single GO Fair Isle & Noss 8-9 May and Fair Isle 19 May, 
Q Skerries 22 May, 9 Virkie 24 May-21 Jun, oh Eswick 27 May-1 Aug, 9 Toab 4 Jun, 9 Fetlar 
15 Jun, Skerries 24 Sep; Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 4-12 Jun; Inv & Ross co Rhum 22 May. 


* Barred Warbler Sy/via nisoria Shet Fair Isle 1 on 22 Aug & 1-3 daily from 27 Aug-12 Sep, singles 
on 15 & 19 Sep, 3 on 29 Oct, elsewhere at least 23 individuals 19 Aug-24 Sep, last 1 Swining 7 
Oct; Ork unusually scarce, singles Stronsay 27 Aug, Holm & South Ronaldsay 10 Sep, 2 North 
Ronaldsay 12 Sep, 1 remaining till 27 Oct and singles Stronsay 14 & 23 Oct; Caith 1 Noss Farm 
29 Oct; NE Scot 1 Newtonhill 15-21 Sep; Fife 1 Isle of May 22 Sep. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sy/via curruca Arrival: Fife 1 Isle of May 22 Apr; Clyde 1 Merryton 23 Apr; 
Loth singles Blackford & Aberlady 27 Apr, not widespread till mid-May, migrants most numerous 
11-18 May. 

Breeding: several reports of singing birds Jun-Jui from Dumf & Gall to Inv & Ross but only reports 
of breeding/territorial pairs were Fife 2; Clyde 4; Ayr 9; Loth 47-53; Bord singing C at seven sites. 
Autumn passage peaked around mid-Sep with records from eight report areas, max Shet 11 Fair 
Isle 10 Sep. Many birds into Oct including five scattered birds involved in 29 Oct ‘fall’. Last birds - 
noted NE Scot | Hatterseat 29 Oct-4 Nov; Ork 1 Rousay 6 Nov; Shet 1 Fair Isle 6-7 Nov. 


Whitethroat Sy/via communis Arrival: early birds noted Dumf & Gall 1 Carrick Shore 12 Apr & 
Arg | Easter Ellister, Islay 13 Apr, 1 Beach, Mull 15 Apr; next birds not till 28 Apr Dumf & Gall 
& 29 Apr NE Scot, Fife, Clyde; widespread by first week May. 

Departure: Shet 1 Skerries 20 Oct and an exceptionally late 1 Luffness Loth 26 Nov. 
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Garden Warbler Sy/via borin Arrival: apart from a bird at Bute Gortonallister, Arran on 24 Apr 
the first were Per & Kin, Ayr and Loth on 2 May, Clyde & Bord 3 May and Dumf & Gall 4 May; 
widespread by mid-May. 

Departure: last birds were all on 29 Oct, involved in the widespread fall on this date. Individuals 
were at Shet Skerries; Ork South Ronaldsay and Caith Wick riverside. 


Blackcap Sy/via atricapilla Winter: 12 in Jan and 6 in Feb, mainly Loth. There were 25 in Dec 
including 4 in Shet and Loth and 6 in NE Scot. 

Arrival: Spring arrival clouded by wintering birds; records suggest mid-Apr saw the first genuine 
migrants. 

Autumn: Shet peak recorded on 29 Oct with around 80 birds including 30 on Fair Isle. 


* Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides Ang & Dun Ist winter bird at Arbroath on 12-13 
Aug; Fife lst winter bird on Isle of May on 11-12 Sep. 
1988 Shet 1 at Kergord on 29 Aug, and presumed same 6 Sep; Ork 2 on Sironsay on 2 Sep. 


* Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis Shet 1st winter bird at Norwick, Unst on 12 Sep. 


* Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus Shet singles at Burravoe, Yell from 23-26 Sep, Stendaal, 
North Nesting on 30 Oct, and Eswick from 8-10 Nov; NE Scot 1 at Cruden Bay on 28-29 Oct; 
Ang & Dun | at Mains of Usan on 29 Oct; Fife 1 on Isle of May on 29-30 Oct. 

Additions: 1988 Shet 1 at Eswick on 13 Oct, Ang & Dun | at Mains of Usan on 23-24 Oct. 
Corrections: 1988 Borders amended date for the St Abb‘s bird is 20-22 Oct; Shet 1 on Fetlar on 
22 Oct has been rejected by BBRC. 


* Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus Shet 2 Sumburgh 22 Sep, singles Rerwick 23 
Sep, Walsay 3 & & Oct, Kettle Ness 4 Oct, Burravoe 6-8 Oct and Eswick 20 Oct, singles Fair Isle 
3 & 11 Oct and 2 on 8 Oct; Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 13 Sep, another on 4 Oct; Caith 1 Wick riverside 
30 Oct; Ang & Dun 1 Mains of Usan 28 Oct, 2 on 29 Oct; Fife 1 Isle of May 14-16 Oct, 1 Fife 
Ness 19 Oct, 4 there on 29 Oct, 1 Kingbarns 30 Oct. 


* Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi NE Scot 1 Cruden Bay 12 Nov ¢. 


* Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus Shet 1st winter bird at Hillwell on 3 Nov. 
1988 Shet 1 at Virkie on 27-28 Oct. 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Arrival Clyde 1 Inversnaid 21 Apr followed by Ayr 1 Culzean 
24 Apr and Per & Kin, Bute and Dumf & Gail 28 Apr; first birds generally slightly later on east coast. 
Breeding NE Scot 10 Gc Ballater 21 May, 1 other territory noted; Arg 54 territories at 21 sites 
Kintyre; Clyde 115 territories; Bute 9 territories Arran; Ayr up to 23 territories; Loth 20 territories 
at 15 sites; Bord 31 territories at 21 sites; Dumf & Gall 38 territories Wood of Cree. 
Departure Shet 1 Halligarth 21-22 Sep and Ork 1 Stronsay 22 Sep with an exceptionally late individual 
O Heb Stornoway 11 Nov. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Winter: 31 in Jan, 12 in Feb, and 37 in Dec which included 10 
in Shet. Arrival from 20 Mar, most from 29 Mar. 

Breeding: O Heb 2 territories in south; Mor & Nairn 25 territories at 21 sites: NE Scot 4 territories 
recorded; Ang & Dun 12 sites; Per & Kin 12 singing OC’ recorded; Fife 5 singing do’ , Arg 95 
territories Kintyre; Clyde 33 territories; Bute 19 territories Arran; Ayr 79 singing Oo ; Loth min 
48 territories at 34 sites; Bord 53 territories at 29 sites. 

In autumn many birds involved in the 28-29 Oct fall including Fife 15 Balcomie and 10 Isle of 
May 28 Oct; Shet 19 Shetland 29 Oct; Ork 25 North Ronaldsay 30 Oct. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Arrival: very early arrival noted with singles Ayr Heads 
of Ayr and Greenan and Arg Colonsay on 27 Mar; recorded in Dumf & Gall and Bute on | Apr, 
Clyde and Cent on 2 Apr, slightly later on east coast; widespread by 15 Apr. 

Departure Bord 1 St Abb’s 20-21 Oct; Fife 1 Cameron 22 Oct; Shet 1 Quendale 4 Nov. 
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Goldcrest Regulus regulus Counts Fife 200 Kinshaldy 24 Sep, 120 Isle of May 24 Sep; Arg 100+ 
Southend 11 Sep. Many peaks on 28-30 Oct including Shet max 85 fair Isle 29 Oct; Ork 45 Stronsay, 
45 Sanday and 82 North Ronaldsay 28-30 Oct; Caith 200 Noss Farm 28 Oct; NE Scot 150 Drums 
28 Oct; Ang & Dun 250 Mains of Usan 29 Oct; Fife 100 Fife Ness 29 Oct. 


* Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus Shet 1 Fair Isle 2 May; Ork 1 Graemeshall, Holm 29 Oct-1 Nov; 
Inv & Ross | Killed by cat Eigg 28 Dec; NE Scot 1 Girdleness 27 Mar, 1 Findon 29 Oct; Per & 
Kin 1 trapped Seaside, Errol 29 Nov, retrapped on 7 Dec; Fife 1 Fife Ness Muir 25 Apr; Arg 1 
Sanda Island 23 Jul ; Loth 1 Barns Ness 30 Apr; Bord 1 St Abb’s 11 Oct. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Arrival: early birds noted Dumf & Gall 1 Shinnel 19 Apr; 
Ang & Dun 1 L of Kinnordy 25 Apr with next birds not till Arg 5 May and Bord 6 May; general 
arrival 10-12 May. 

Departure: last birds noted Fife 1 Isle of May 1 Oct and Ork 2 Melsetter 4 Oct. 


Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva About 26 individuals were recorded during the year with 
2 in spring, both Shet, singles Fair Isle 21 May and Frakkafield 2 Jun. In autumn Shet had around 
19 birds between 14 Sep and 3 Oct; Ork singles North Ronaldsay 13-15 Sep, 23 Sep and 20 Oct; 
Fife 1 Isle of May 10-11 Sep; Bord 1 St Abb’s 2-4 Oct. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca Arrival and migration: early bird Dumf & Gall Hensol 17 Apr 
followed by Ork 1 Hoy 27 Apr and singles Clyde Finnich Glen and Loth Hailes 29 Apr. Spring 
passage peaks included Shet 30 Fair Isle 12 May; Ork 27 North Ronaldsay 13 May; NE Scot fall 
11-14 May involved at least 25 birds. 

Breeding NE Scot two territories possible; Per & Kin 15 prs including 9 prs Killiecrankie; Cent 
80 prs in boxes Trossachs; Arg min 15 prs bred and additional four territories noted; Clyde 83 
territories; Ayr min 9 territories; Loth 1 pr bred Penicuik, Ist since 1980; Bord up to 11 territories 
at seven sites; Dumf & Gall 128 territories at eleven sites. Departure: last bird noted Shet 1 Fair 
Isle 11 Oct; Fife 1 Balcomie 27 Oct and Arg 1 Grainel, Islay 28 Oct. 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus Counts Per & Kin 30-40 Almondbank 20 Oct; Fife 38 Lochore 
Meadows 17 Sep; Arg 70+ Glenmucklach, Kintyre 11 Sep; Loth 50 Gosford 18 Sep; Bord 32 Craigurd 
22 Sep. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris Loth 1 Innerwick Castle 23 Jun, 2 winter 89/90 Drumglass; Bord 9 prs 
at three sites, recorded at five other sites during the breeding season, three additional sites outside 
the breeding season. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus Clyde 1 Endrick Mouth 26 Mar, singles Baron‘s Haugh 28 Aug, 9 


Sep, 1-2 Oct, 25 Nov & 7 Dec, 1 Luggiebank 25 Dec; Ayr bred Bogton Moss, Muckfoot & L Fergus; 
Bord only proved to occur at the Hirsel; Dumf & Gall no obvious change. 


Crested Tit Parus cristatus Inv & Ross pr + 2 yng L Luichart Station 14 Jun, 1 pr Glen Garry 
18 May, 1 Rogie Falls, Contin 20 Oct; Mor & Nairn 12 prs in nestboxes Culbin Forest raised average 
4.0 yng/pr. 


Coal Tit Parus ater Per & Kin 40 Dunkeld 26 Nov; Clyde 55 Luggiebank 25 Dec; Loth 30 Muirfield 
30 Sep. 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Clyde 60 Finlaystone Estate 18 Feb; Loth 55 Balerno 23 Sep. 
Great Tit Parus major O Heb continued decrease; Clyde SO Finlaystone Estate 18 Feb. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea Bord First successful breeding in Scotland took place with single pairs 
at two sites (see article elsewhere in report). 
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Treecreeper Certhia familiaris Per & Kin 22-23 prs Killiecrankie. 


* Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Shet G Scalloway 21 May, 1 Burravoe, Yell 23 May,9 /imm 
Scalloway and Kergord 24 May, @ Virkie 24-25 May, 2 /imm Strand 29 May and GO Kergord 
30 May; Ork 1 GO Sanday 7 May, 10 and 1 Q/Ist year @ Stronsay 24 May-early Jun; Ang & Dun 
1 inland mid-Jun, 1 Forfar L 14 Oct; Fife 1 Denburn Wood, Crail 16 Sep; Arg 1 Dervaig, Mull 
11 May, 1 9 long dead Ardmeanach, Mull 11 Jun. 


* Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus Bord Q at Dunglass on 13 Sep. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio Spring Shet first bird noted Fetlar 11 May then min 54 birds 
12-14 May and 20 May- 21 Jun with peak on 22 May when 12 Fair Isle and 6 elsewhere; Ork c9 
birds 19-25 May was a poor showing, max 5 on 22 May; NE Scot 6 birds at 4 sites 13 May; Ang 
& Dun GC Glen Esk 24 May, @ Gallery, North Esk 28 May; Per & Kin CGC north Perthshire 17 
May; Loth 1 Dirleton 12 Jun; Bord 1 St Abb‘s 13 May. 

Autumn Shet 1 Norwick 7-10 Sep, singles Fetlar 15 and 27 Sep, Fair Isle 23 Sep and 4 Oct, last 
1 Geosetter 3 Nov; O Heb | Balivanich Airport 13 Aug; Inv & Ross CO Kingussie 14-23 Jul; Ang 
& Dun | Fishtown of Usan 24-30 Sep; Fife 1 Fife Ness 15-24 Sep another 15-23 Sep, singles Isle 
of May 2 Jul, 12-13 Sep and 20 Sep. 


* Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 1988 Arg 1st winter bird on Coll from 26 Oct-2 Nov. 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor Around 47 birds reported with 23+ Jan-27 May when | Spiggie 
Shet; long-staying individuals included NE Scot 1 Glen Tanar 13 Feb-9 Apr, 1 Forest of Birse 18 
Feb-13 Apr; Mor & Nairn | Ferness/Dava 28 Jan-26 Apr. In autumn 21 birds from 19 Oct when 
Ang & Dun | Mains of Usan; long-staying individuals Shet 1 Migdale 10 Nov-1 Dec; Ork 1 Hoy 
6-15 Nov; NE Scot 1 Slains 22 Nov-11 Dec. 


* Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator Inv & Ross 1 at Dunvegan, Skye on 1 Jun, and probably same 
at Struan on 28 Jun. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius Inv & Ross 1 Insh Marshes 30 Jun; Mor & Nairn 2 Dallas 2 Sep; Fife 
reported from 10 areas; Loth small populations present West and East Lothian; Bord reports from 
5 sites. 


Magpie Pica pica NE Scot 46 at roost Arnhall Moss, Westhill 5 Mar; Clyde 56 Gadloch 3 Jan, 
pre-roost 97 Pollok Country Park 24 Jan, 60 there on 14 Dec; Loth 60 at roost Duddingston Loch 
4 Dec. 


Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Arg 5 prs bred Colonsay, pr unsuccessful Mull, no data from 
Islay stronghold; Dumf & Gall 1 pr Wigtown all year bred unsuccessfully. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula Per & Kin 1100 at roost Creiff 30 Oct; Clyde 1270 at roost es 
Country Park, East Kilbride 14 Nov; Ayr 1000+ Ladykirk 16 Nov. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus Clyde 2590 at roost Calderglen Country Park, East Kilbride 14 Nov; Ayr 
2500 Ladykirk 16 Nov; Bord 3500 Whitrig 1 Feb. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone Fife 270 Dumbarnie 19 Feb; Clyde 500 roost Hillend Res 22 Jan, 
230 Rigmuir, East Kilbride 22 Jan, pre-roost 225 Pollok Country Park 30 Jan. 
Hooded Crow cornix Ork max 155 Bay of Creekland, Hoy 19 Jan. 


Raven Corvus corax Breeding Ork 45 prs reported; Per & Kin 18 occupied territories; Cent 10-12 
territories occupied; Arg 68 territories occupied in study area; Clyde 4 prs reported; Bute 13 prs 
reared 22 yng Arran; Ayr 11 territories recorded. 

Counts Shet 47 Boddam Voe 12 Feb, 51 Tingwall 6 May; Ork 63 St Ola 12 Apr; O Heb 43 Clachan 
Sands, N Uist 15 Apr; Arg 35 Tobermory rubbish tip, Mull 19 Feb. 
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Starling Sturnus vulgaris Counts NE Scot 18,200 Longhaven 5 Feb, 15,000 Aberdeen 20-23 Feb; 
Ang & Dun 20,000 roosting L of Kinnordy 20 Jul; Per & Kin 8000 roosting near Perth 21 Oct; 
Clyde 25,000 roosting Sandilands 2 Mar, 15,000 roosting Glasgow Bridge 29 Oct; Ayr 27,000 roosting 
Ayr late Jan-early Feb. 


* Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus Shet adult on Fair Isle on 19 Jun, juvenile on Whalsay 
from 22-28 Sep; Suth adult at Durness from 24 Aug-end Sep. 
1988 Highland adult at Portskerra from about 1-27 Oct. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus Counts Ork 210 Papa Westray 27 Aug, 341 North Ronaldsay 
14 Sep; Arg 210 Whitehouse, Tiree 6 Sep; Ayr 250 Collenan 26 Jul; Loth 300 Armadale 30 Jul, 
250 Musselburgh 30 Jul. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Counts Mor & Nairn 100 L Spynie 26 Nov; Ang & Dun 350 
Roundyhill 7 Oct: Loth 150 Drem 25 Nov; Dumf & Gall 100+ Castle Douglas 20 Aug. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Counts NE Scot 800 Deskry 9 Jan; Per & Kin 800 near Braco 14 Jan, 
1000 there 9 Dec; Clyde 2000 Bishopton 7 Mar, 3800 Kilmacolm 14 Dec; Loth 1100 Gladhouse 27 Dec. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Counts and migration: numbers generally low, particularly scarce 
second half of year. Shet present 1 Apr-8 Jun & 10 Sep-26 Nov; NE Scot 500 Foudiand 24 Mar; 
Ang & Dun 200 Glen Clova 2 Jan; Per & Kin 250 Strathbraan 16 Feb, 350 Braco 16 Apr; Loth 
200 Bathgate 3 Jan, 200 Penicuik 31 Dec; Bord 550 Eddleston 23 Apr. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Counts Caith 400-500 Murkle 9 Nov-20 Dec; Mor & Nairn 350-500 
Mundole 11 Jul-14 Aug; NE Scot 2000 Corby L 15 Oct, 1200 Annfield Quarry 11 Nov; Fife 850 
St Andrew‘s Jan-Feb. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Counts NE Scot 300 Rattray 15 Jan; Cent 125 Alva 9 Feb; Clyde 
120 Waulkmill Glen Res late Dec; Loth 200 Aberlady 3 Sep. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus Counts Mor & Nairn 350 Glenlivet 11 Jan; NE Scot 150 Mar Lodge 23 
Oct; Per & Kin 150 Aberfeldy 8 Sep, 500 L Faskally 29 Dec; Loth 220N Barns Ness 29 Oct, record 
count for region. 


Linnet Carduelis cannabina Counts Mor & Nairn 400 Lossiemouth 21 Aug; Clyde 400 Bishopton 
15 Feb-28 Mar; Loth 500 Thriepmuir 13 Mar, 2000 Aberlady 21 Sep, 650 West Craigie 15 Nov; 
Dumf & Gall 1020 moving S and W Mull of Galloway 12 Oct. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris Breeding Ayr 1 Crosbie Hill 13-17 Jun possibly bred; Bord 1 Earlston, 
Jun, Ist summer record for many years. 

Counts Ork max 400 Stronsay 19 Oct; Caith 600 Murkle 1 Dec; Per & Kin 550 Braco 31 Dec; Arg 
300+ Uisaed Pt 25 Dec; Loth 300 Gladhouse 1 Dec. 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea Counts Mor & Nairn 300-350 L Flemmington 21-31 Mar; NE Scot 380 
Garlogie 19 Feb; Clyde 400 Endrick Mouth 23 Nov. Mealy C f flammea NE Scot 20 Garlogie 19 
Feb; Fife 12 Morton 23 Feb; Ayr 40+ Camregan 22 Jan; small numbers elsewhere. * Greenland 
C f rostrata Shet 1 Vidlin 23 May, Fair Isle 1 15-23 Sep, 2 on 24 Sep; Ork 1 North Ronaldsay 
30 Sep; Ang & Dun | Carnoustie Bay 26 Feb-4 Mar. * Iceland C / islandica Shet 1 Fair Isle 14-17 Oct. 


* Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni Ork singles at Evie, Mainland on 30 Sep, on Stronsay from 
2-8 Oct, and North Ronaldsay from 11-22 Oct @ ; Shet Ist winter OC on Fair Isle from 4-18 Oct, 
1 on 11 Oct was killed by a cat, 1 at Baltasound, Unst from 1-12 Nov. 2 Baltasound on 2 Nov 
and these two plus a third individual at Norwick 3 Nov; Ang & Dun CG Carnoustie Bay 27-31 Dec. 
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Additions: 1980 Ork 1 on North Ronaldsay from 13-30 Oct; 1982 Shet 1 on Fair Isle on 15-16 Oct; 
1988 Shet singles at Baltasound, Unst on 1 Oct, and at Boddam on 12 Nov. 


* Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 

1987 additions: Shet 9 on Fetlar killed by a cat on 9 Aug, juvenile at Wester Quarff, Mainland 
on 10-11 Aug when killed against a window, at least 2 juveniles at Basta, Yell from 11-13 Aug, 
juveniles on Foula included 3 on 11 Aug, 2 from 12-16 Aug, 6-10 birds on 15 Aug, 3 juveniles 
at Voe on 13 Aug, 4 on 14-18 Aug, 3 juveniles on Fair Isle on 15 Aug, 2 till 16 Aug; Ork juv North 
Ronaldsay on 13 Aug, 2 juvs Finstown on 22 Aug. 


Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Breeding O Heb 9 /yng Garnghine Woods, first breeding for area; Loth 
4 possible prs breeding including Ist proved breeding for East Lothian. 

Counts Per & Kin 27 Glen Bruar 3 Jan; Ang & Dun 42 Monifieth 10 Feb; Clyde flock 160 Carron 
Valley Forest 19 Jan; Loth 25 Tyninghame 29 Mar; Bord 20 Henlaw Woods 19 Jun; Dumf & Gall 
25 Cullendoch 10 Feb. 


Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica Counts Inv & Ross poor breeding season, low numbers Abernethy 
- poor cone crop; NE Scot 9 Glen tanar 2 Feb, 10 Luiwater 24 Feb; Per & Kin 7 Rannoch 20 May. 


Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Spring: Shet up to nine 22 May-12 Jun; Ork four 16 May-17 
Jun; Inv & Ross Go singing Strathspey late May and oO singing Lochaber 8 Jun. 

Autumn: Shet at least 55 individuals 26 Jul-28 Oct, mainly 9-15 Sep when peaks four Sumburgh 
9 Sep, 4 Eswick 11 Sep, 6 Fair Isle 12 Sep and 3 Foula 15 Sep and 1-2 at five other sites; Ork min 
12 individuals 30 Aug-19 Oct mainly North Ronaldsay with 3 there 3 Sep. Elsewhere 1 Stronsay 
9-13 Sep, 1 Deerness 12 Sep and 1 Holm 9 Oct: O Heb 1 Balivanich 17 Oct; Fife Q Fife Ness 25-26 
Jul, 2 Isle of May 11 Sep, one till 12 Sep. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Counts Per & Kin 30 Vane Farm 13 Jan; Clyde 25 Inversnaid 22 Jan. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes Spring migrants Shet at least 20 individuals 8 Apr-14 Jun 
with 15 between 8-16 Apr including 6 Unst 12 Apr and 3 Lerwick 16 Apr, later singles noted Norwick 
11 May, Sumburgh 13-14 May, Virkie 27 May Sumburgh 11-12 Jun and Kergord 14 Jun; Ork 1 
Stromness 4-11 Apr, 1 North Ronaldsay 12 Apr, 2 on 13-19 Apr, 1 till 26 Apr, 1 dead Eday 24 May. 
Breeding populations Per & Kin max 23 Scone Palace 29 Jan, 5 Scone Den 28 Feb, 2 Almondbank 
29 Apr and 1 Snaiglaw, Murthly; Cent 1 Doune 31 Jan, probably Apr; Clyde 1 Carstairs Wood 
12 Jun; Loth 2 Newbyth 10 Feb, 2 Botanics 17 Apr, 2 Glencorse Barracks, Penicuik 28 Dec; Bord 
max 3 Hirsel 22 Apr, pair Floors Castle 28 Apr-6 May, 1 Longformacus 23 May also seen Minto 
in Aug and 2 Spylaw 4 Nov; Dumf & Gall 1 Dalswinton, Nithsdale 26 Jan, 11 Hensol 30 Jan. 
The only autumn migrants noted were Ork single birds Westray 1 Nov and Eday 13 Nov. 


* Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca 1988 Shet 1st winter CO on Fair Isle on 7 Oct was the 
first record for Scotland. 


* Song Sparrow Zonotrichia melodia Shet CG on Fair Isle from 11-26 Apr. 


* White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis Shet 1 Frakkafield, Lerwick 27-28 May. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus Winter-spring Shet singles Fair Isle 12 and 22 Apr, 25 May 
and Fetlar 19 Apr; Ork 1 South Ronaldsay 4 Apr; O Heb 4 Balranald 29 Apr; Fife 4 Fife Ness 
26 Jan, 1 on 25 Mar; Cent 1 Kinneil 12 Feb; Loth present from 1988 Aberlady, max 3 in Jan, 
4 in Feb and 9 on 30 Mar, last 2 on 1 Apr, 3 Musselburgh 19 Feb, 5 on 25-26 Feb and 1 on 15 
Mar; Bord present Eyemouth | Jan-24 Feb, max 22 on 21 Jan and 27 on 10 Feb, also 2 Lumsdaine 
27 Jan. 

Autumn-winter from 1 Sep when present Fair Isle; Shet most birds Fair Isle where peak of 13 on 
22 Sep, elsewhere 13 birds 15 Sep-7 Dec; Ork mainly North Ronaldsay where present 8 Sep-1 Nov 
max 24 on 20 Oct, 5 individuals elsewhere 3 Oct-29 Nov; NE Scot 1 Cruden Bay 28 Oct, 1 Donmouth 
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25 Nov; Fife 12 Sep-23 Nov, max 2 Isle of May 23 Sep, 2 Fife Ness 5 Nov and 2 Shell Bay 23 
Nov; Arg 1 Machrihanish 21 Oct; Loth 1 Tyninghame 16 Sep, 2 Musselburgh 4-5 Nov; Dumf & 
Gall heard over Duchrae, Long L 23 Nov. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Breeding: min 13 prs bred Cairngorms; NE Scot breeding 
confirmed three areas, birds at fourth site; Arg 1S Glen Noe 3 Jun; Clyde pr Luss Hills 19 Jul; 
Bute 1 Cir Mhor 15 May, 1 Coich na h Oiche 6 Aug. Counts Shet 300 Fair Isle 24 Feb; Ork 550 
North Ronaldsay 8 Nov; Mor & Nairn 500 Kinloss 17 Jan, 250 Lossiemouth 16 Jan; NE Scot 500 
Macduff 21 Jan. 


* Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos 1988 Ork CG on Sanday on 30 Oct. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Counts Per & Kin 150 Madderty 1 Jan; Fife 150 Crail 11 Dec; 
Clyde 130 Linwood 10 Feb. 


* Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana Shet 1 Fair Isle 14 Sept. 


* Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica Shet Q on Fair Isle on 22 May. 
1972 Ork GC’ on South Ronaldsay on 16 May. 


* Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla Shet 1 on Fair Isle on 14 May, eight there in the autumn comprised 
1 on 10 Sep, 2 from 10-14 Sep, 1 on 18-19 Sep, 1 from 22-30 Sep, 1 from 6-13 Oct, 1 from 23-26 
Oct, and 1 on 6 Nov, elsewhere in Shetland 1 at Grutness on 23 Sep, 2 at Skaw, Unst from 23-25 
Sep, 1 on Fetlar from 23 Sep-6 Oct, and 1 at Voe on 8 Nov; Ork singles on North Ronaldsay from 
16-18 Sep, 1 Sanday 24 Sep @, Stronsay from 28-30 Sep, with another there on 29-30 Oct; Fife 
1 on Isle of May from 10-12 Sep, and another on 3 Oct. 

1987 Shet 1 on Fair Isle on 21 Sep was probably also present on 24 Sep, an additional bird was 
seen there on 20-21 Oct. 


* Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola Shet single 99 on Fair Isle from 29 Aug-6 Sep, on 
9 Sep, and from 11-17 Sep; Fife Q or immature on Isle of May on 12 Sep. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus Breeding Clyde 128 territories; Bute 8 territories Arran is slight 
increase; Ayr min 20-21 prs at eleven sites; Loth 62-63 territories at four sites: Bord 33 prs at 18 sites. 
Counts Ork 120 Nether Holm 28 Dec; Clyde 90 Candrens, Paisley 22 Jan. 


* Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala Shet CO on Fair Isle from 23-31 May; Inv & Ross 
CO at Red Point, Wester Ross on 24 May; Arg CO at Kilmore from 27-30 May; O Heb G St Kilda 
4 July; Ork CO at Finstown from 20-23 Jul. 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra Breeding Mor & Nairn some improvement noted in range and 
numbers; Ang & Dun birds holding territories 2 areas; Per & Kin 1 singing bird recorded; Fife 
perhaps showing signs of expansion, singing Gc’ in six areas; Cent 5 singing Skinflats-Airth 26 
Apr; Arg 19 prs Tiree continued decline; Clyde 1 singing Gadloch only Clyde record; Ayr decline 
continues, 4 prs reported; Loth 11 singing Gc’ at three sites; Bord min 10 territories. 

Counts: O Heb 48 Bornish, South Uist 10 Feb, 50 Middlequarter 18 Nov; Ang & Dun only three 
flocks, 13 Mount Boy 21 Jan, 9 Cliffburn 12 Feb, 15 Lunan Bay 17 Dec; Fife 52 Anstruther- 
Pittenweem 18 Feb, 70 Fife Ness 10 Mar. 
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 


All records should be sent directly to the appropriate SOC local recorder. They 
should be on one side of a sheet of paper only, and if possible in the Voous 
order (as in this report). Observers are directed to the local reports for the type 
of information required although the data presented in this report can be taken 
as aminimum guide. To avoid duplication of records, names of observers present 
should be given where appropriate. All notes for the year should be sent in 
promptly to recorders by the end of January, but more frequent submissions 
will be welcomed if this proves more convenient. Please contact your local 
recorder if in doubt. 


LOCAL REPORTS 


The SBR attempts to give a national summary of events and as such can not 
go into much local detail. Readers are advised to consult the Local Bird Reports 
for further detail. 


This report is based on the local recording areas determined by SOC Branch 
areas and Local Bird Report boundaries. A map showing these areas can be 
found at the back of this report along with a list of local recorders. Please note 
that some areas have more than one recorder. Local Bird Reports published 
either by the SOC local Branches or with some other involvement by the SOC 
are available from the SOC at 21 Regent Terrace, Edingburgh. Please write or 
phone for report prices. 
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QUAIL IN SCOTLAND, 1989 
by 
R.D.Murray 


Quail could normally be classified as a rather uncommon, and erratic, summer 
visitor to Scotland. The numbers that remain to breed in summer appear to 
be dependent on the strength of the spring passage, which tends to fluctuate 
considerably each year. 


1989 was, by all accounts, a remarkable year for Quail throughout north-west 
Europe, and the numbers recorded in Scotland represented a record high, by 
several orders of magnitude. Figure 1 shows the numbers of Quail reported 
annually in the Scottish Bird Reports between 1968 and 1989. The highest totals 
prior to 1989 occurred in 1976 and 1982 when about 60 birds were reported. 
The 1989 figure of about 750 birds clearly suggests that a significant event took 
place that summer. 


The first report was of two exceptionally early birds in Caithness on the 8th 
April, almost a month ahead of the next bird in Orkney on 4th May. 
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Fig 1. The Numbers of Quail in Scotland 1968-89. 
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The first significant influx occurred between the 14th and 26th May with a 
smattering of birds in Grampian (14th/22nd), East Lothian (18th), Fair Isle 
(19th/20th/24th), Orkney (20th/24th), Shetland (20th/23rd), Borders 
(21st/28th), Isle of May (22nd/25th), Western Isles (23rd), Clyde, Caithness 
(25th), and Highland (26th) (figure 2). Typically the arrival coincided with a 
10-day period of anticyclonic conditions over continental Europe that brought 
warm, settled conditions and light south-easterly winds. 
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Fig 2. Date of first records of Quail, April to October 1989. 


A few more birds appear to have trickled in during late May and early June 
but it is not until around the 12th of June, when another high pressure area 
formed over Europe that 1989 departs from what had been the Scottish norm 
since the late 1960s. It is likely that the bulk of the birds that made 1989 a ‘Quail 
year’ arrived during this period. There is a distinct increase in the number of 
new records in the ten days following the 10th of June and another increase 
in the last week of June. | 


Birds continued to be reported from new localities between late June and mid- 
July, but much of this peak may well be an artefact unrelated to any genuine 
arrivals of Quail. By mid-June the word was getting round that something special 
was taking place and observers began actively searching for Quail. A large 
number of the records from the 20th June onwards were the results of efforts 
by a small body of observers who were going out at night in an effort to record 
Quail. This is particularly true of those involved in the BTO New Atlas and 
the local tetrad atlas schemes in the Clyde area and south-east Scotland. For 
instance 132 birds, half of the Clyde total, were recorded by a team of six 
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observers on only four nights in July. Indeed it is probable that two-thirds of 
all the records were obtained by these overnight searches. 


These efforts ceased towards the end of July and it is only then that there is 
any significant drop in the numbers of birds being reported for the first time. 
Birds continued to be seen throughout August and September until mid-October, 
but the numbers involved were exceedingly small. 


The Quail records submitted to the Scottish Bird Report have been mapped 
(whenever possible) using the 1968-72 BTO Atlas criteria showing possible, 
probable and proved breeding on a 10-km square basis (Figure 3). The 
distribution shows a strong relationship with maps depicting arable land in 
Scotland. The fertile cereal-growing areas of the Merse, Lothian, Clyde, Fife 
and Grampian and the inner Moray Firth stand out clearly as being favoured 
by Quail. The wetter west, where pasture is the more dominant form of 
agricultural activity, had relatively fewer birds as did the north-west where 
observer activity is low. The special efforts of the dedicated few can be seen 
in the systematic coverage achieved in Clyde and south-east Scotland, where 
the Tetrad Atlas schemes happily coincided with the first Quail invasion for 
more than twenty years, and in the north-east where active searching was carried 
out. 


The numbers recorded throughout Scotland varied considerably. There are a 
considerable number of casual records, usually dealing with only a few birds. 
In some of the areas where birds were systematically searched for, literally 
hundreds of birds were found. This was especially true of the Clyde area where 
over 230 birds were recorded. Most records refer to individuals heard calling 
on one or two occasions only, but this may have been due to the survey technique 
(Darroch 1991). It was noticeable that those areas that have regularly recorded 
Quail over the years held much larger numbers than usual. A site in Berwickshire, 
for instance, had over nine birds calling, when two or three has been the norm. 
Figure 4 shows the numbers of individuals recorded in 1989, using 100 x 100 
km squares. 


Many of the records in areas systematically surveyed also recorded the crop 
types used by Quail. Barley was, by far, the most favoured, particularly spring 
barley. Other cereals and grasslands were used by a minority. In some areas 
the birds were known to switch crops as each ripened and was harvested. 


There were very few reports of confirmed breeding, in spite of the extra numbers 
of birds present in the country. In Borders, near Biggar, a juvenile was found | 
dead in early July after flying into a window. Pairs with young were seen at 
the Loch of Kinnordy in Angus and at Gladhouse in Lothian, whilst hatched 
egg-shells were found at Ballencrieff Mains near Aberlady. A party of 8-10 birds, 
near Dunning in Tayside on Ist September, possibly represented one or more 
family parties. 
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Fig 3. Distribution of Quail in Scotland, 1989. 


Proved breeding is rare in Scotland, there being only nine proved breedings (from 
eight years) in the 21-year run of the Scottish Bird Report. The rarity of proved 
breeding in 1989 perhaps lends support to the suggestion that many of the calling 
birds that summer in Britain are non-breeders (Sharrock 1976), although it has 
been found that paired males sing consistently in areas where other males hold 
territories (Marchant et al 1990). In the Clyde area in 1989, ‘colonial’ males 
which sang at night apparently remained silent during the day, unlike the isolated 
individuals which turn up in ‘normal’ years, perhaps suggesting that they were 
paired (I Gibson pers comm). 


Fig 4. Numbers of Quail reported in Scotland using 100 x 100 Km squares. 
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Quail are now considered to undergo migrations not unlike those of some 
butterflies that breed sequentially at different latitudes. It appears that Quail 
migrate northwards from Sahelian Africa to breed in the Mediterranean area 
in March and April. With the onset of the dry Mediterranean summer the birds 
will migrate to the moister areas further north in May and June, occasionally 
migrating as far north as Britain (depending on the factors that control this 
dispersal). Some pairs will breed again but many will be the young of the year 
and it is possible that these comprise the bulk of the birds reported in this country 
(Moreau 1956, Cramp 1980). 


This scenario is supported by the strange record of a pair with two young seen 
near Newcastleton, on the English border in southern Roxburghshire, on the 
extraordinarily early date of 28th May. While released birds may have been 
involved, it is also possible that this was a family party that had migrated 
northwards from the Mediterranean. 


It is likely that the Quail invasion of 1989 was the result of an unique 
combination of several factors: an amelioration of the droughts that had 
persisted in the Sahelian wintering grounds in West Africa over the last two 
decades; successful breeding in the Mediterranean area; an uncharacteristically 
relatively early, hot and dry summer in Western Europe that encouraged 
dispersal northwards from the breeding areas; during this dispersal, a south- 
easterly airstream extending from Southern Europe to Scotland; and finally, 
enhanced recorder effort due to Atlas survey work (Murray 1990). 
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THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL BREEDING OF NUTHATCH IN SCOTLAND 
by 
R.D.Murray 


There were two cases of successful breeding of Nuthatch in Scotland in 1989. 
Ian and Jill Andrews located a pair, and later, a nest, in a woodland near Kelso, 
while John Strowger discovered a brood in a nest-box that formed part of his 
tit-ringing programme at the Hirsel, Coldstream. Large young were seen at the 
mouth of the nest hole at the first site, while all six young were ringed at the 
second. Both broods were thought to have fledged successfully. 


There had been reports of Nuthatch at both sites in recent years. A single 
Nuthatch had flown into a window in Kelso in July 1986, while the Hirsel has 
had a succession of reports, both confirmed and unconfirmed ‘officially’, since 
the late 1960’s. The coincidence of two breeding records in one year, at sites 
twenty kilometres apart, strongly suggests what I have long suspected, that 
Nuthatch have been breeding in the Borders for some years and that what we 
are seeing is the reflection of a larger population breeding in a very ‘‘under- 
watched’’ part of the Borders. 


History of the Nuthatch in Scotland 


In spite of the presence of a potentially large population of Nuthatch so close 
to Scotland in the north of England, the bird has been an extremely rare vagrant 
in the country, much rarer than several British Birds rarities. If some very old 
and unreliable records are omitted from the record, it is likely that there have 
been fewer than fifty confirmed records in Scotland. 


The records fall into two groups: prior to the 1960’s when Nuthatch averaged 
only two records per decade, and since then, when they have almost become 
annual (Figure 1). While observer cover has increased dramatically in the latter 
period there is good reason to suspect that a genuine change has occurred, and 
that the increase is not just an artefact of enhanced observer cover. 
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Fig 1. The Numbers of Nuthatch reported in Scotland 1850-1990. 
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Figure 2 shows the months when Nuthatch were first reported in Scotland. The 
majority of first reports took place between early winter and late spring. This 
is when the birds are most vocal and easiest to see. Once breeding starts they 
become less noisy, and as the canopy develops they become progressively less 
easy to locate, even when you know they are present. Reference to Thom (1985) 
and the 20-year run of the Scottish Bird Report indicates that just over 25% 
of records involved long-stayers, birds that remained in the vicinity of the first 
record for some months, in one case up to a year. 
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Fig 2. Nuthatch in Scotland, date of first report. 


The pre-1960 records include two possible attempts to breed. In 1850 a bird 
was apparently shot off a nest in the parish of Ednam, near Kelso, and a pair 
attempted but failed to breed near Shennaton in Kirkcudbright in 1927. Thom 
(1985) dismissed the first record, from a Statistical Account, as insufficiently 
documented to warrant its place as the first breeding record for the country. 


Nuthatch records in Scotland mainly occur in two bands that run south-west 
to north-east across the country. One band follows the line of the Highland 
Boundary Fault from Argyll to Angus, while the other occurs mainly in the 
Solway and Tweed. These patterns have held true for both the older and newer 
records until the 1980’s when most reports have since centred on the Tweed area. 


The Nuthatch in Northern England 


The status of the bird in Scotland can hardly be viewed separately from what 
is taking place in England, where the status and distribution has varied greatly 
in the last 150 years. In the 1850’s it bred as far north as Durham but gradually 
lost ground and withdrew to the strongholds in Yorkshire by the end of the 
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century. It spread north again in the 1920’s and in the 1930’s had re-occupied 
much of the lost ground. New areas were colonised in the 1940’s and early 1950’s 
but the rate of spread slowed down in the late 1950’s and 1960’s. The late 1960’s, 
1970’s and 1980’s were characterised by further expansion and population 
increase, particularly in southern Northumberland and the southern Lake 
District. Since the BTO started the Common Birds Census in the 1960’s, the 
populations index for Nuthatch has doubled (Marchant et al, 1990). 


Recent information from Northumberland and Cumbria indicates that the 
expansion continues apace. In the east Nuthatch were limited to the wooded 
valleys of the lower Tyne and neighbouring rivers south of Morpeth during the 
1970’s. Since then they have spread up the Tyne as far as Bellingham, near 
Otterburn and into the Coquet valley. The number of sites and reports has 
virtually doubled and there are now regular records within 10 kms of Berwick. 
In Cumbria the population is centred on Ambleside and appears to be radiating 
towards the north, west and south. There has been a recent increase in winter 
records from the Eden valley, near Carlisle, and records from within 10 kms 
of the border in the vicinity of Gretna (Hodgson 1985, Dean 1987). 


Discussion 


The timing and numbers of Scottish records of Nuthatch appear to closely reflect 
the ebb and flow of the English birds. The 19th century records occurred at 
a time when Nuthatch were widely distributed in northern England. The hiatus 
in records around 1900 occurred during a period of range contraction to the 
south. The resurgence of records since the 1920’s, including the attempted 
breeding, mirrors the recovery of populations to the south. 


The lack of reports in Scotland between 1945 and 1963 is puzzling. This was 
the period of consolidation in England when populations gradually increased 
but range expansion was limited. The increase of records since 1963, particularly 
so since the late 1970’s, is clearly related to the approach of the northern limit 
of the species’ range in Cumbria and Northumberland. 


Expansion from Northumberland into the Tweed, and from Cumbria to 
Dumfries and Galloway, seems a logical step in this colonisation process as the 
map of Nuthatch records in the area clearly shows (Figure 3). Using Breeding 
Atlas criteria, plus winter records, the two Scottish breeding records in 1989 
fit easily into the spread across Northumberland during the last twenty years. 


The attempted, and possibly failed, colonisation of the southern Highlands in ~ 
the 1960’s and 1970’s seems a much less likely step. Nuthatch are extremely 
sedentary. While thousands have been ringed, only three birds have been 
recovered more than than eight kilometres away from the ringing site. Yet there 
are records well away from the ‘normal’ breeding range, (Skye in 1885, Fair 
Isle in 1936 and 1939 and Wick in 1978 - all apparently brown-breasted caesia 
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BTU Breeding Atlas 1968-72 


e Possible breeding 
@ Probable breeding 
@ Proved breeding 


Records since 1972 
Possible breeding 
3 Proved breeding 


Records outwith breeding season 


Fig 3. Nuthatch in Northern Britain, range expansion since 1968-72. Data: Hodgson 1985; Dean 
1987; Scottish Bird Reports; Birds in Northumbria BTO Breeding Atlas 1968-72, and Winter Atlas. 


population), that indicate that Nuthatch are capable of wide dispersal. Perhaps 
it is significant that the attempted breeding in Kirkcudbright in 1927 and the 
series of records in both the southern Highlands and southern Scotland in the 
1970’s occurred during the start of a period of renewed expansion by the English 
population. 


Is it possible that the factors that trigger these range expansions throw up larger 
numbers of individuals that are selected for their ability to disperse from their 
natal areas? Whether expansion is controlled by changes in habitat, climate, 
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population pressure, genetic change or some other factor, individuals with an 
enhanced ability to disperse may be favoured and selected for. While most birds 
will contribute to the step-by-step spread into neighbouring areas of vacant 
habitat it is possible that a small number disperse more widely. These ‘gambles’ 
will sometimes ‘pay-off’ but most will fail due to a lack of recruitment from 
the founder population. 


There seems little doubt that Nuthatch must have bred in Scotland prior to 1989. 
Although the first successful reports of breeding came from Borders it seems 
likely that some of the records from Dumfries & Galloway between 1966 and 
1977 and the Strathmore area between 1970 and 1976 had their origin in locally 
bred birds. 
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THE SCOTTISH BIRDS RECORDS COMMITTEE 


In October 1990 Ken Shaw joined the committee when Roger Broad retired by 
rotation. Ken was nominated by SBRC and as there was no other nomination 
he was elected unopposed. Roger, who has served since the inception of the 
committee in 1984, will be missed for his valuable advice and thorough 
knowledge of the species on our list. Roy Dennis is due to retire in October 
1991 and an announcement regarding the vacancy has appeared in Scottish Bird 
News. The committee now consists of Bernard Zonfrillo (Chairman), Alan 
Brown, Roy Dennis, Angus Hogg, Brian Marshall, Ken Shaw and Ron Forrester 
(Secretary). 


The committee has recently reviewed its objectives and concluded that we should 
take responsibility for a ‘Scottish List’ as no other body does so. It is our 
intention to work towards the production and maintenance of an official list 
and progress will be made over the next twelve months. 


The SBRC list of species (and subspecies) has been amended, with effect from 
Ist January 1991, to take account of the changes to the list of species on the 
British Birds Rarities Committee list, and the deletion from that list of all rare 
subspecies of species not on the list. Our revised list appears below. In addition 
to records of species on this list the committee is always willing to examine 
records of commoner species which cause particular difficulty. It is preferable 
that records are submitted to us via the local recorder. All correspondence for 
SBRC should be addressed to Ron Forrester, Secretary SBRC, 31 Argyle 
Terrace, Rothesay, Isle of Bute, PA20 OBD. 
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CORY’S SHEARWATER 
GREAT SHEARWATER 
Little Egret 

PURPLE HERON 

White Stork 

Spoonbill 
FERRUGINOUS DUCK 
SURF SCOTER 

Honey Buzzard 

Red Kite 

MONTAGU’S HARRIER 
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD 
Hobby 

Crane 

STONE CURLEW 

Little Ringed Plover 
KENTISH PLOVER 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 


Balearic Shearwater 
BLACK BRANT 


BLOCK CAPITALS : 


SBRC List 1991 
Species 


Long-tailed Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Sabine’s Gull 
RING-BILLED GULL 


* Roseate Tern 
T Little Owl 


BEE EATER 


LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER 


WOODLARK 
RICHARD’S PIPIT 
TAWNY PIPIT 
Water Pipit 
Nightingale 

CETTI’S WARBLER 
SAVI’S WARBLER 
Aquatic Warbler 


* Marsh Warbler 
* Icterine Warbler 


MELODIOUS WARBLER 
Subspecies 


GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
BLACK SCOTER 


KEY 


DARTFORD WARBLER 
* Barred Warbler 
PALLAS’S WARBLER 
* Yellow-browed Warbler 
* Firecrest 
* Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
T Marsh Tit 
T Willow Tit 
t Crested Tit 
NUTHATCH 
WOODCHAT SHRIKE 
+ Chough 
SERIN 
* Scarlet Rosefinch 
CIRL BUNTING 
Ortolan Bunting 


KUMLIEN’S GULL 
SIBERIAN STONECHAT 


SBRC would like all records to be submitted. All other species to be 


submitted at the discretion of the local recorder. 


eK: East coast and Northern Isles records to be judged locally. Elsewhere 
to be submitted at the discretion of the local recorder. 


ae Northern Isles records to be judged locally. Elsewhere to be submitted 
at the discretion of the local Recorder. 
778 Records from normal breeding range to be judged locally. Elsewhere 


to be submitted at the discretion of the local Recorder. 
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LOCAL BIRD REPORT AREAS AND SOC RECORDERS 


SHETLAND (except Fair Isle) 
D Suddaby, 92 Sandevin, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 ORU. 


SHETLAND (Fair Isle - separate Bird Observatory Report) 
P Harvey, Bird Observatory, Fair Isle, Shetland ZE2 9JU. 


ORKNEY 
C J Booth, 34 High Street, Kirkwall, Orkney KWI15 1AZ. 


OUTER HEBRIDES (Harris/Lewis) 
W A J Cunningham, 10 Barony Square, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, PA87 2TQ. 


OUTER HEBRIDES (Uists/Benbecula/Barra) 
T J Dix, 2 Dreumasdal, South Uist PA81 SRT. 


CAITHNESS (Caithness) 
E W Maughan, Burnside, Harbour Road, Reay, Thurso, Caithness KW14 7RG. 


SUTHERLAND (Sutherland) 
A R Mainwood, 13 Ben Bhraggie Drive, Golspie, Sutherland. 


HIGHLAND (Badenoch & Strathspey, Inverness, Lochaber, Ross & Cromarty, Skye & 
Lochalsh). 
R H Dennis, Inchdryne, Nethybridge, Inverness-shire PH25 3EF. 


MORAY AND NAIRN (Moray & Nairn) 
M J H Cook, Rowanbrae, Clochan, Buckie, Banfshire ABS 2EQ. 


NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND (Banff & Buchan, Gordon, City of Aberdeen, Kincardine & 
Deeside) 
K Shaw, 4 Headland Court, Newtonhill, Kincardine AB3 5JD. 


ANGUS AND DUNDEE (Angus, City of Dundee) 
S Green, 41 Laird Street, Dundee. 


PERTH AND KINROSS (Perth & Kinross) 
W Mattingley, Cluny House, Aberfeldy, Perthshire PH15 2JT. 


FIFE (Dunfermline, Kirkaldy, N E Fife) 
D E Dickson, 45 Hawthorn Terrace, Thornton, Fife KY1 4DZ. 


FIFE (Isle of May - separate Bird Report) 
I M Darling, West acres, 579 Lanark Road West, Balerno, Edinburgh EH14 7BL. 


CENTRAL (Stirling (Forth drainage area), Clackmannan, Falkirk) 
Dr C J Henty, 7 Coneyhill Road, Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire FK9 4EL. 


ARGYLL (Argyll & Bute - except Isle of Bute) 
M Madders, Smithy Cottage, Lochdon, Craignure, Mull, Argyll PA64 6AP. 


BUTE (Cunninghame - Isles of Arran, Bute, Cumbraes) 
B Zonfrillo, 28 Brodie Road, Balornock east, Glasgow G21 3SB. 


58 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


CLYDE (Clydesdale, East Kilbride, Motherwell, Hamilton, Monklands, Cumbernauld & 
Kilsyth, Strathkelvin, City of Glasgow, Eastwood, Renfrew, Inverclyde, Bearsden & 
Milngavie, Clydebank, Stirling (Clyde drainage area), Dumbarton) 

I P Gibson, 2 Fulton Cresent, Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire PA10 2EB. 


AYRSHIRE (Kyle & Carrick, Cummnock & Doon Valley, Kilmarnock & Loudon, mainland 


Cunninghame) 
A Hogg, Kirklea, Crosshill, Maybole, Ayrshire KA19 7RJ. 


LOTHIAN (East Lothian - except Musselburgh Lagoons) 
P R Gordon, 4 Craiglaw, Longniddry, East Lothian EH23 OPY. 


LOTHIAN (Midlothian, City of Edinburgh, West Lothian, Forth Islands, East Lothian 
(Musselburgh Lagoons only) 
C McGuigan, 10/9 Blair Street, Edimburgh EH1 1QR. 


BORDERS (Berwickshire, Ettrick and Lauderdale, Roxburgh, Tweeddale) 
R D Murray, 4 Bellfield Cresent, Eddleston, Peebles, Borders EH45 8RQ. 


DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY (Nithsdale, Annandale, Eskdale) 
K Bruce, Mallaig, Wellington Street, Glencaple, Dumfries DG] 2RA. 


DUMERIES & GALLOWAY (Stewarty & Wigtown) 
A D Watson, 54 Main Street, Dalry, Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire DG9 3UW. 
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